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In order to (how, 

Thatt fincc fuch a Sturfy Qftht Scriptures is Mens 
indirpenfibie Duty, U conccrnt all ChrifVun 
Societies to remove (as much as poffible) tbofe 
Difcouragtmifits^ * 
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The Difficulties and Difcourasjemcnts 
which attend the Study of the Scriptures 
in the way of Private Judgment -, &c. 

In a Letter to a Tung Clfr^ymarj. 



SIR, 

I Do not wonder :it the furprlze wlih.whicli- 
you received, when we were laft together, 
the advice 1 ventured to give you in rela- 
tion to the Studyt ef ike Scriftunu ¥pT one 
who is a clergyman himfelf, tofeeni to diffuadc 
thtfe of his own order^ from a ftudy that has fo 
many arguments to recommend it ; and which, 
in the opinion of all gcod men, ought to be 
their chiefhxxdntk ; has, I confefs, the appear<- 
ance of a ftrange ^ jr^//^Ar, and that of the worjl 
fort. It looks Yikt popery and prieji-craft ; and 
therefore yonng and tender minds may eafiljr 
be forgiven, if they ftartle at the firft propofal 
of it ; ihofe efpecially, who have a juft fenfc of 
the excellency and inspiration of the Scripturu^ 
and are eagerly bent on the purfuit of fuck 
truths, as more immediately tend to the ad*- 
vancement , of virtue and religion. As you -are 
of that number^ and went into orders with no 
• A 4 ^>^^Rx 
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oihcr *icw, but that you might thcbcjtcr 
ftudy the <Stri////r/J3>'ouffelf,.an^ advice ihe 
knowledge. of them io ihc world ; it was not ta 
fee. ^xpc6t.e4 yoq. fbqpld prcfently come iota 
other fentimcnts. Which I am fo far ftooat 
taking amifs, that I think it to your commcnda- 
fjoo, (h:(t neither the uffiSfion or efletmyo^^ fo 
itffen expirefs for an oW friend cotrlli prcvdtt 
^ith you to a^ a part. that might have the 
appearance of levity in a matter .of. fo much 
confequence. Nor is it Itk for. your credit, 
that you can retain your opinlon,-without \o^ 
fiog ^ur temper, er (hewing a backward nefs^ta 
hcarwhaiis to* be faid again(V it.- Moft.temiy 
pecs cna into icxtremes:: Th^y.ar^ either, too 
Totatile to be^ed ; or,elfe-fo fixed^that no 
force .of ^argument jcan.move theon. . 3ut 'tia 
jFffl9^happincfs,.ihat you can adhere witboiic 
cdE>flfnacy» and change without . levi^» and 
therefore I (ball- think it iio.jtroubIc to ref^nj^c 
tbefubjeA, and. lay before you in the befl marvr- 
nee J can^ the reafons.thatyi^^ to make agalnfi 
ik^Jiudy of the Scriptures in the way ofprivaU 
jkdgtmtrU ; which I hope will not upon cooler 
thoughts appear io Arange to you. You will 
confider they come from one, who is not more 
a friend to jr^M, than be is to the church. And^ 
if exampks be of any weight, I can afTureyou^ 
this ^de of the queftioa is by no means deitli- 

tuie 
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tgte of profclytes ; and that when yoa come 
to know the world more, you will &nd thfs 
fludy negleSfed to a degree you Itcile imiigince}. 
But 'tis rtajom^ not ixamplis^ will determine 
you. To come therefore ta them s let me ia 
the 

T. FtrJI place, obfcrre to you, that xhtjlndf 
if the Scriptures y fuch a ihrcugh fludy of thei^ 
I mean, as you aim at, is exiremeiy difficuli^ 
and not to be fuccc£sful]y purfued, without a 
Tery great ami co&ftant afflicotiefiy and e pro* 
Yious knowledge of many other parts of nfefo) 
learning. The ^/t<;-7i^^mi;rf cannot be un^ 
derflood without the OUi the truths revealed 
rn one, are grounded on the prefh*Jiis contaur* 
ed* in the other ; which makes the fludy of the 
whole Scriptures oecefTary to him, that vrou\$ 
nnderfland thoroughly a peirt of them. Nor 
can the Apocryphal hoks^ how miKh foerer 
tftcy are genetttlly flighted, be fafely negkAedj 
there bemg a great chafm of five hundred years 
bet\\feen the end of the .Pr^^i^rri, and the' be- 
ginning of the^ G^fp'ei\ which period is of the 
greatejt ufe for the ttnderftanding of the New 
Tcftamenr, and yet IS the ttaft known Biir 
DOW, if the OldTeJIamfnt muf! be wcH ftndxed, 
a good knowledge of the Or:en?tti'tof/gufs \s 
^bfolutely neceflary. No man caa be igpo- 
As .• ■ :• xant» 
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i-ant, who knows any thing of letters, that no 
terfioDS of old books can be thoroughly de- 
pended on; the roiflakes are fo many, and 
fometimes of great moment; efpecially the 
verfions of books writ in a language little undir:-' 
Jiood^ and many parts 'of it in a flyle extremely 
figurative^ and thofe figures fuch as thefe parts 
iof the world are almoft whally ilrangers to* 
But put the cafe thefe difficulties were lefs thaa 
jtbey are^ is it an eafy matter to add to Greik 
and Latin the knowledge of fo many other Jan^ 
guages? Do not they tiyo alone find work 
enough for moft fcholars ? What pains then 
mud a man take, if he will ftudy fo many oiher& 
bcfides ? And if the knowledge of. the Old 
^Tejhtnent could be difpenfed with, give me 
leave to tell you that the language even of the 
New iejlament/is not to be underflood with fo 
little pains as is commonly imagined. 'Tis 
learnt indeed in fchools, and from hence 
thought to be the cafieft Greek that can be 
read,; but they who have read it in another man- 
ner than fchool-boys, know it to be quite 
otherwife. Not to mention the difficulties 
peculiar to St. Paul^ whofe epiflles are a very 
great part of the New Teftament ; Plato and 
Demojlhenes are in many refpeds not fo hard, 
* as even the eofter books. The ftyle indeed of 
the hi^rical books, is plain and fimple; but 

for 
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for all that, even the/e parts have their difEcul- 
ty. And the whole is writ in a language pe- 
culiar to the Je^vs : The idiom is Hebrew or 
Syriac^ though thft words be Greek \ which 
•makes fome knowledge of ihofe languages, itill 
neceflary. 

Again, though it were not neceflary to read 
the Old Tejiament in the original^ yet the Greek 
vtrfton of it mud be read» and that carefully; 
it being oftentimes the beft, if not the only help, 
to explain the language of the New\ befldes 
that all citations in the New, are generally 
made from it. But now, how laborious^ a thing 
muft it be> to ftudy an ill verfion of a very 
hard book, which we cannot read in the ori- 
ginal ? I call It an ill verfion ; for though it be 
indeed a very good one, confidering the linrte 
it; was writ io ; yet as a verfion, it mud be al- 
Jowed by thofe who can judge of it, to be far 
from being exaft or true. A man need only 
confult it on fome hard places in the Penta^ 
leuchy as well as in the Poetick or Prophetick 
books, to be convinced of this. 'Twas certain- 
ly far from perfeft at firji • and is made much 
worje by the corruptions it has fufFered in • 
handing down to us : So that I may venture to 
aiffirm, that fiiould any body now-a-days make 
a veifion fo impeiftcfl; inftead of admiration 
A 6 and 
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tDd efleem, his work would be mach defpifef 
by moft o^oar modern cridcks. 

I iDrght tathcfc add imny otiir i'fficuli.$' 
*at ancnd a ferious ftudy of the l4tw Te/hn 
went. It requires a good knowIedge-oC xkfi 

J]ewijh ftate at the lime of our Saviour's coming,, 
a knowledge of their government, fanedrim, fy» 

" jiagogues, cnflbms, traditions, opinions, fcAi ; 
tfte kind's of learning rcceivccf amoftg them*; 
what they borrowed from the Greeks; when the!r 
myftical and alfegbrical ihanricr of expoimding 
Ihie Scriptures began, and on what grounds; 
wh;it ibcir particular expcftatbns were, in re- 

.{aiion. to ths MefEah ; and what they taught, 
and on . what grounds, in relation to angels^ 
d|aemous,.j^Q|reiIibns, oraclesj, miracles, &^u 

But •trs in Vain, yon fay, toteiryoo of cif^ 
fictttties : y an are rtfolved not to lie deterred'. 
You have time before youv'godd (Jycs, a ftrdng 
conftUution, a'' mtrid prepared fer- fatigtM, a 
reafonable degree of (UU in the languages, and 
are furnlfhed with: a competent kiiiowJedge in 
all the parts of ufefiil karaiag that arc prepa- 
ratory to this fludy ; io thac diJjicuhUs animate 
rather than diflkeartcn you. And I am not 
iinwilling fo far to agree with you, that wera 
there no obje<Stion againft this ftudy, but the 
difficulty \ this alone fhoBld not deter one who 
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Ji:(b well prepared for it. Butifjou ore able, ip 
go through [olabmous a (ludy« I prefiiine y.QU 
lire not fc>od of difEcultiesfor difEculties fake. 
-Yea cannot think it peafoottble to take b 
amch pirns, nnlcis it w\\\ tun io finu gud 
-^Mc ii w l^ I (hall therefore in the 

lU Second place take leave to afR, Cuthmf 
What fwd can come of fuch pains ? For it 
■Mf ieeiBj that zfrie^ firous^ impurtiml andist^ 
h$rhm ftudy of the Scriptures, >vill be of oo 
great (ervice ; for the following reafbas*. 

ifi^ Becaufe Ms plain the ortiodox, faith \% 
not founded On a nice and critical knowledge 
•f the .Scriptures. Many of the antient chrif> 
tiabs, 'twill be allowed, were not great crkFcs; 
but argued very much in a myfticaf way. Ori^ 
gin b particnlar, who was the grcatcft fcbolar 
Chciftiinlty bad bred to that time, perpetually 
lurQ9. the letter of Scripture into allegory, 
from whence we may realbnably conclude, 
that the knowledge of the bare literal fenfc, 
was, in the Judgment of many even in thofe 
times, thought to be of little ufe» 

But 2dly^ 'Tis certain that the original tan- 
.guagi of the Old Tcftaraent was known to very 
lew, for the firft Jix centuries, in which ihofe 
g4nirtil councils were held, wherein all the ar- 
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tides of the orthodox faith ^tttftitled. Thqr 
governed themfelves and detetmioed all 
their controYcrtcd points by the Gnek veriioo ; 
and thofe who knew Hebrew beft, whether 
they took to the myllical or literal way, had the 
xnisforiune to be Itqft orthodox. So it was urith: 
Origen^ who knew the Scriptures fo well, that 
he had them all by heart. And Eufehius and 
others, who fludied and under Aood the literal 
ienfeofthe Scriptures hefi in the next ages^ 
focceeded little better. So that this Andy 
feems to have been of little ufe, to the eJiahUJh- 
ment of the orthodox faiths Now if an exaft 
^ndi critical knowledge of the Scriptures^ was- 
not necefTary lo they^///.«^ of the faith j it' 
cannot be neccflary to the underjiandirig of it, . 
or to the underftanding thofe who have writ hejf 
in the explication and defence of it. On the 
contrary, fuch a knowledge tends to lej/in our 
cfteera for ih^ fathers of the church, by dif- 
coveriog their miftakcsj and may weaken our 
regard to the decifions of councils by expofing 
the fol/em/s of the ground they feem to be built 
on. A man well (killed in the literal fenfe of 
the Scriptures, will often find in \\\t fathers and 
councils^ texts of Scripture urged very infujji^ 
iier.tly\ and great ftrefs laid upon pafTages, 
which when critically explained, prove mthing^ 

or 
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4ir perhaps make €igmnjl them. Which fugr 
gefh to me a third reafon, \rhy it may feem; 
that fach a ftudj can do no good. Aikl that 

%dlj^ Becavfe the orthodox faith does not de- 
pend'upoD the Scriptures confidercd abfolutely. 
hi themfelves^ but z^- explained by Catbdtc tradi- 
tion. The faith was prefer ved in creed i^ and' 
handed down from one orthodox blfhop to 
another, whofe Uufinefs it was to keep this 
fecrcd depofltum pure and undefiled, and to 
deliver it to his fucceffor entire as he received 
it. It was by this tradition the main articles of 
faith were preferved in the church ; and not 
from any particular JiurJy cf the Scripturts. 
The ground therefore of ihefe articles mufl 
carefully be diftinguilhed, from the Scriptures 
that have been brought in proof x^i them. 
Thefe proofs may be weak and inconclufive ; 
but the truth ftands independent of them. 
'Tis the faith they had received^ and if at any 
time they argue weakly for it from the Scrip-^ 
tures, 'tis an argument indeed againft their 
learnings but none againft their orthodoxy. 

This therefore may feem another good ar- 
gument to prove, that an exaa and careful 
Jiudy of the Script uns^ is not afafe and prof i- 
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Miftudj. *Tif « mwh yJ^; a& well a^ 9tt>^c 
€Hitpiif£$u%V9vj. to make a mx^ %r^^99(^xx> 
flody the tradttian of the chur.h. 

Bat you will fjy, that to fend you itoxs^ 
Scr'iptun to tradition^ is to turn you out of pa- 
ladife, the garden of God, iato a vaft coafu([ed 
bewildered wood; and that this is fo f ar frodfi 
sending the matter^ that 'tis t(;n times m^r^ la* 
hffrioui ihaa lise Audy I woDid diflTwade you 
from* And fo^ I confcfy it is ; if all the eccle* 
Aaftkal writers were to be carefuliy read, in 
order to know the CcthcUc tradition. But 
that is nor my meaning. The fubjlane of 
Catholic traditim^ lies ia much lefs ,(^gmpaft^ 
The eJiobUftud dw^chy you will allow,, is ortbo^ 
dox in Mi neceilary poiots* If therefore yon 
know the fcnfe of the tftMi/hed church, yoa 
have HI epitome the chitrcb Catholic \ and 
therefore yoD need only fiudy .^^r cpiaions u> 
make you orthodox. And tUs, the moft illire- 
rate man may find in the Lturgy^ and articles^ 
This, I truft you will allow, is as^:>r/ a waj^ 
a» could be wifhed« of knowing all that ]& 
necefTary to be known* A very little time wU4 
ferve a man to read, in bis mother-tongue^ 
Atogs which all. together will not fill a mode* 
rate volume ; and be will be orthodox enoughs 
^d have a great deal of time to fparc for otbejr 

Audiea^ 



ft udks, tbat-«riU tttiu to mtn g^nrnt. Bcfidcf 
.that-t» of great advaotage lo go io a way tiM 
\sfafe as weU z% fieri % atnl uili lead you int^ 
the knowledge of all ufeful traibs, without tbt 
k'azard of faUiog into any daogerous opiaion. 

4iS/f, But if you will infift that 'tis Scripture^ 
and Dot tradiiUnj that the fiich is fooodei 
on ; there is one thing farther I muft put yos 
in mind of, which may feem to pro?e, that a 
profound and 'labwhm Jlu^y tfihi Strtpturei wiH 
not make you at all inore orth^^^x. ^js a 
fundamcDtal principle among proteflants, that 
wfaaterer is neceffarj to be beliered, is platnlj Mni 
r/ftfH^'r€Tealed in the Scriptures; andconfc- 
quendy what is netfhAntfand elmrly rtiioltd 
in them, cannot be mctffkry. Now if what it 
piain and clear In Scripture, is the only part 
that is nctijfary to be known ; then a lahrhta 
fearch into the «3/f»r#r parts, may feem trntif 
frffary to the obtaining a true orthodox faith. 
Bat yoQ will fay perhaps, that, notwithfland-^ 
irig this declaration of proteftaots, k may and 
has been urged againft them by their adverfa- 
ries, that they do believe and maintain as necit/' 
fary, articles that tanfidt hi proved by plain and 
r^tfr.pafTages of Scripture. This, I confefs^ Yids 
been urged, and may poffibly be true of all par- 
ties of them^^ except the fjiubljktd chunb. Bat 

if 



tS The Pillars of pRrESTCiiAFT 

If it be, it proves only thl»t they arc not true to 
their principle ; not thar the principle is not iiP 
itfelf true and good. And he furtly muft be^ 
allowed to be the bcft proteftant, who adheres 
bcft to the principle on which the reformaiioa- 
was founded* 

Sthly^ Once more: Sup^pofing the ftndy of 
^he Scriptures as Deccffaiy'as you pleafe; in 
ibe laji place I iay, and I ^m Ture the world 
will fay it with me^ that they have httnfuff!^ 
iiently Jlud'ied already \ and if any parts remaia^ 
ilill obfcure, who can hope to clear up paflages 
that have puzzled To many great fseo ? or will 
prefume in difpu table- points to fet up his/n- 
mate ju^dgmenty 9gaiaA ^hem that;iyere mep of 
more learning, of abler partly of greater ap- 
plication, and better acquainted with the tra-^ 
dliUns of the churchy than any one will now be 
allowed to be ? And (which is the bed guide ta- 
knowledge of religion) they were moreover 
men of moft exemplary piety, devotion, and 
humility; virtues, of which very little footfleps 
are to be found in the learned men of our 
times. 

Muft not now a man have a (Irong bent of 
mind indeed, who cannot by all thefe reafons 
be dilTuaded from giving himfelf up to zj^udy, 
that may by many be thought as unprofitabh as 

"tis^ 
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'tis l(A$rhMs ? bat will go 00, in defiance of all 
that has been faid to conyince him that he 
waftes bimfelf ia vain, and that there will be 
n9 fruits of all his labour, but to know he 
knows nothing f I caU that nothings which will 
turn to ;r^ account* 

But to* ihew yoo I am difpofed to make all 
pollible conceffionsy I will grant that even this 
objeAien might be got over, were this the 
vorA of it : But I have one argument flill ia 
referve, that 1 am perfuaded will be deciflve^ 
My ' 

III. Third argument then Is this ; That a 
painful^ txaff, impartial JIudy of thi Scriptures^ 
will by feme be thought not only to do npgcod^ 
bat alfo a gnat deal ef hurt, both to the publk 
and to yourfelf 

\ft^ It Will do hurt to the fuhlic. It will 
Afturb the feace of the churchy and that cannot 
Imt have a malignant influence on the ftate. 

"Us certain that dfutei in the churchy dif- 
turb the peace cf It. And 'tis a certain thefe 
difpmes have been generally ralfed by men 
pretending to a fopcrioar knowledge of the 
Scriptures, and to difcovcries that have efcapcd 
others. The Scriptures have always been 
made this ufe of by the heretics of old : And \U 
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the charaiSlcr of the great heretics ei ihfe atfdl 
the laft age; who tuife fet. up iot^frei aiii 
impartial fearch into the literal fonfe of the Scrif^ 
iuresj^horc the reft of the chrift'un world. 
But with whatfuccefs? They have purchafed 
their pretended knowledge of the ScriptBres at 
the expence of their reputaiion^^ and their ftady 
has deflroyed their ortkodoxy. And were not 
their books and opinions carefully fopprcftf 
and their perfons rendered odious to the peoh 
pie j who knows what difturhatues they nlgbl 
have created to the church ? On the other 
hand, the feaa the church has enjoyed ibr 
many yeaiitamongUsowjifDeinbcrs,feemf ft>bi 
owing to no one thing more» than lo a georrtfl 
mgUSf of this ilixdy ; and the daogers tbtt^ 
prefcnt threaten its tranquillity, come wboII>|^ 
from 5aen> who have endeavoured to revive i 
Audy, that has^ fo often proved pernicious td 
its peice. 

Nor can it well be bthtrwife. For Xx^ajf 
fecarity has a man that fcts oat in this wayV 
that atietnpts. toy^i/^j^ the Scriptures in a &ee 
and impartial manner, laying afide dl prepof- 
feffions and previous notions, refolving to fee 
with his own eyes, and judge for hlmfelf, and 
to l?clicve nothing that- he is not upon his own 
fearcb convinced is clearly contained in them ; 
what fecurity has- fucb a man, that he (hall not 

faU. 
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falV i^^Q (oroe opmints that have been air eaJy 
c'.ndimed a3 erroneous and heretical, or which 
jnaf/ioterfere With thofe that are cooixnoaly 
fecelved ? Which, if they do not imoxediaiely 
firike at any fuodamenul point, yet will be 
tboHibi to do fo ; and may ha?e a tendency to 
putfcruples into weak minds, and to diftarb 
the peaa ofth churchy by raifing doubts about 
xbe meaning or truth of fome articles, or by 
aflEerting that an explicit belief of them is not 
ineceffary ? 'Tis fo natural for curious and in* 
^uUiiiv€ minds to deviate from the commoa 
roid, aad the examples are fo ihany, that 'tis 
fiAi^h\kty9u do fo too, unlefs you had more 
\tsA ia ^Qur conflitntioQ, or a more r^figned 
wdiecfiandiBg, than any curious man ever ha J 
yet : Otherwife yon cannot be Ture, that you 
(ballaot Audy ^yourielf into doubts at lead. If 
not into oppofiie opinions concerning fome r^• 
^/iv^i notions. You will doubt perhaps of the 
^utborliyox author of fome canonical book, and 
think perhaps that fome paflages are tntirpo^ 
htedy or that fome celebrated texts are nt ge-^ 
nuine^ or fiiould be ttherunfe r$ad^ or have not 
been rightly undirJ}o6d<,OT do not prove thep'jtni 
thy an commonly brought for. You may fall 
into notions that will be thought tending to 
yf/ijwyjn or ih«.like. You may rejcft argu^ 
mtiti brought from the Old Tejiofmnt^ to prov6 

the 
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the Trinity ; as trifling, and proving nothing but 
the Ignorance of thofe that make ufe of them. 
Yon may think a prophejie has a linral mean- 
ing» where commonly the m\/fieai is thought 
the only one. You may think that many texts 
in the iV«i;7^<w»^»/, which are ftrong againft 
the Socinians^ do not prove agaiDft the Ariatg 
notion. That the title ofy^« ofGod^ has not 
always one uniform meaning in the gofpel ^ 
and that that fingle expreflion, of itfelf, is no 
proof of any thing in God analagous to genera^ 
iion in men. That the identical cofifubftantiqli^ 
ty of the fon^ the eternal procejpon of ihe/piritj 
and many other notions relating to the trinity^ 
tho' they may be true in themfelves, are not fo 
in virtue of the texts alledged for them. Thcfe 
notions, learned men have fallen into ; and from- 
thence 'tis to be prefumed, you will not eafily 
iceep clear of them. 1 chufe to inSance chiefly 
in matters relating to the Trinity^ becaiife *tis 
the controverfie now on foot ♦ : But theiUce 
may be faid on many other articles ; in eatti of 
which the truth is but one, but the errorsinfi!* 
nite : And there is hardly any notion with rc- 
fpeft to any of them, which fome learned man, 
by following his own private judgment^ infload 
of taking the do^rlne rftke church for his guide, 
has not fallen into. 

* See a late book, intitled, Thr true iodrine rfthe 
Neiv Tejlament concerning Jf/^s Ghriji : printed 
1767: wherein the Trinity is dcmolifhcd for ever. 

Now 
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Now if yoa (hoold fiudy yourfelf into any 
4new ofvavoMj or into ^ ones that have been 
condemned, what will you do ? Will yon keep 
them to yonrfelf, or publifii them ? Or (hall I 
rather fay, 'tis no queftion ? The authors of 
new notions are apt to be very fond of them ; 
-they think it barbarous and cruel, to flifle the 
infant in its birth. There is a fecret pleafure 
in fingularity. To differ from the vulgar, is 
in appearance to be above them ; and to be 
dijlinguijhed itom the herd, is too great a temp-, 
tation to be eafily redded. But had you pru- 
dence enough to govern your amlitiony cGn-- 
fiiitice may come in here, and make you do 
what ambition could not. The truths you 
think you have difcovered, either are, or will 
be thought by you of too much importance to 
the honour of God and the good of religion, to 
be concealed. You will look on them as the 
bUJJings cf God on your (ladies ; aud think it a 
capital crime to extioguKh the light, and fup- 
prefs the knowledge he has imparted to you. 
In fliorr, you will think yourfelf under the 
h'ghejl obligation not to diflemble io religious 
matters, and conceal from the church of God, 
opinions which you are convinced are not only 
true bqt of great fcrvice to it. j_et me then 
conclttdei that the novel or revived opinions 

which 
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which your ^udy leads ypa into, will be pub*-, 
lifted to the woHd. What now will be th(^ 
confequence? Certain mifchief, but no<ccrtaia 
good at all. No good, I fay; for poflibly your 
notions may be wrong, or not of confequence j 
tind, whether they are or not, the prefump^ion 
againflyou will befoArong, that your notions 
will not be rccemd^ and perhaps not examined: 
They will be condemned as novel notions, or as 
exploded ones. And, whatever you advance, 
'twill be thought a certain proof of its being of 
fio confequence, rhat in fo many ages it has 
never been received. There is no room there- 
fore to ex pedi, that what you advance, ihould 
be received^ or do any good. But the mifchief 
is fure and certain. It will raife fcruple$ ia 
weak aad unflable m-nds, fap the foundations 
Qfthe orthodox faith, and give a handle to 
fceptical men ; who, becauie fome things are 
called in doubt, (though incidental matters 
only and of little confequence) will think they 
have a right from thence to queftion every 
thing. Thus the church and eJiahUJIied faith 
will fuiFcr by ihtfcruples put into its friend.f^ 
and the handle given to its cnrmits. And when 
religious difputes are begun, defgning mm 
know how to intermix affairs of Aate with 
chcm ; and then no body knows where they 
will end, or what mifchiefs they may do. 

Where- 
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Whereas if yoo can be content to go on in the 
ieaien rmid\ if you will implicitly fubmit to tbe 
riceivti fictions ; and hambly think the judg^ 
ment of ibi cbwrch^ where 'tis not the fame, bet- 
ter than your own ; you will be out of harnCt 
way, tad neither hort the church uotyourflf 

2. T add, yourfelfi as another motive^ that 
ought to have great weight with you in this 
queilion. For you cannot didurb the pcaa of 
the churchy without being greatly a fufierer your-- 
fflf. If you really Jo not difturb Its pcaa^ *iis all 
one, yott will be interpreted to do it ; and that 
will bring on you more evils, than I would wi(h 
to my greaieft enemy. In a word, you will be 
thought a heretic ; a term, which there is a Ilrange 
magic in, though it has no determinate meaning 
in the mouth of the people, nor any /// meaning 
in itfelf. 'Tis fuppofed to include in it every 
thing that is bad \ it makes every thing appear 
odious and deformed \ it diHoIvcs all friendfhips, 
extingui(hcs all former kindfcntiments, however 
juft and well deferved : And from the time a 
man is deemed a beniic^ 'tis charity to aft a- 
gaind all rules of charlry *, and ihe more they 
violate the laws of God in dealing with him^ 
'lis, in their opinion, doing God the greater 
fcrvice. 

VOL. IV. B Th^t 
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That you may not think this is faid at ras* 
dom, purely to frighten you into a coinpliancc 
with mt ; fct me defire you to condder Icrioufly 
the natural confequences of being undd* tlic 
imputation diherefy. And the firft I would ob- 
fcrvc, is, that from the moment jrour people 
have this opinion of you, you are incapacitated 
from working much good upon them ; and that, 
I'm furc, fo good a man as you are, muft think ' 
to be « great evil. While they think you or* 
thodtXy your virtuous and inoffenfive behaviour, 
your ftriil fobriety and temperance, your affable 
and familiar manner of converfrag with them, 
your generous and charitable regard to thofe ■ 
who are Tick or in diftrefs ; thefe good qualities^' 
joined to your plain and eafy, buiaffeAioiiatei!' 
and moving manner of indruding them, have* \ 
mighty iofluence, and you may lead them as yoa 
pleafe : 1 hey admire and endeavour to imitate' 
your good example : Your virtuous conduft. Jr . 
a conftant, though tacit, reproof when ihcy do : 
amifs: The very fight of you, is a le^ureof 
virtue to them ; and the influence you have al- 
ready hiad in the little time you have been a- 
mong them, is too vifible to be denied. But. 
from the time you are called heretic^ much of 
the good you could have done, is at an end. 
Thofe who before bad a fecret veneration of - , 
y.^u, think It their duty to fhfame and injuTi 
y-'U : your' viitue, they call h} peer i fy ; your. , 

huniiity. 
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bumiiityt fpirittial pride. They look oo you ai 
aa abandoned wretch i that God has withdrawn 
his grace, and that the .devil is at the bottom of 
all you have been doifig : That nothing can bet- 
ter tefiify their orthodoxy^ than to throw oflTall 
regard both to your doflrineand example ; and 
for fear they (hould feem to be infc6led with 
your errors, they will return to the vices you 
had perfuaded them to leave ; and for the fu- 
tore, will take efiedlual care not to be the better 
for you. 

No body can do much gck)d, whom the peo- 
ple do not think a good man ^ >and that cannot 
be expef^ed, when fo mnch reproach and infamy 
will, right or wrong, be heaped on you, if you 
do not contiflue crthodox. And this you cannot 
doubt, if you will bat reflect on what pafles 
under your own eyes. And therefore 'tis in 
vain to f&nqy your virtue will proteft you. No, 
\\kt moft cB'^fpUuous virtue will not be believed. 
If you arc guilty of no open vices, fccrct ones 
will be imputed to you ; your enquliies will be 
called f ii/if, cur IMS ^ti6 forbidden ftudies. Pride 
and ambition will be faid to be the fecret fprings 
of thera. hfcarch afur truths will be called 
a hvi of novelty. The doubting of a finglc text, 
will hcfcepiicifm\ the denial of an argument, a 
remuncing of the faith. To fay what the Scrip- 
tures have faid, and in the very fame words too, 
B 2 if 
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if not explained in the common \Kdy, will'be 
hlaffhcmy ; and the mod fmcere concern for the 
honour of almighty God, you cannot be fure 
will not be interpreted ^own- right aihiijm* 
Every thing you fay or do, will have a wrong 
tarn given it. A flip of memory, fliall be made 
iwilful prevarication ; a miflake In a citatioo, 
ihall'be forgery and corruption; an error in aa 
incidental point of learning, (hall be a good 
prodf, that you knhv mthing. Every iinaccuratc 
expreflion, fhali be prefTed into a crime ; any 
little warmth of teinper, (hall be aggravated, 
into pride and pofitiveriefs, iptp a.coatempt of 
authority, atid ill mianbers. In'/hort, all. the 
indifcretions of a manV'formef life, (hall \)q ript-. 
up; and nothing forgiven, that can be remem- 
bered or flrained to his difadvantagc. And 
where is the man that can be "fond of ructi uTage ?^ 
For my part, lam free to declare, I am afraid I 
fhould not have virtue or courage enough^ to 
undergo fuch a fiery trial. 

- Now all this a man will draw upon hknfelf, 
that brings bimfelf under the imputation of 
herefy. Whereas the oith6d$x man lives quiet 
and -at eafe, unmolefted and unenvied. His 
faults (and who has not fome ?) (hall be exte-' 
nuated or excufed, if not quite buried iu oblU • 
vion vhis want of temper, (hall be a commend-^ 
able zeal; his indifcretioD, good nature; his; 

miflak^s. 
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ttiffakes, fliall be imputed to bade or io- 
advertency • and, when they cannot be de- 
fended, it will be argued in his fa?oar, that the 
greateft mttt fometimes err, and the writers of 
the firft rank are not always in the right ; or 
perhaps a mtftake fb»Il torn to his advantage ; 
it wilt be (hown to be an error on the right fide, 
and that a good caufe drew him into it. H/s 
learning on the other hand (hall be msgntfied 
beyond meafurei every body will be fullof hi» 
good qualities, and his virtues fhali be fet in 
the beft light to (how themfelves and cover his 
fiults. lo a word, 9rtb^xy atones for all vka^ 
and hirefy extinguiflies all virtues. That this is 
nothing but the bare troth, I appeal to what 
yon every day hear and fee yourfelf. 

There are, you know, two clergymen^ oiiYit 
town, who have fiudied themfelves into herefy^ 
or at leafl into a fufpicion of it : Both of them, 
men of fair unbUmiJhei cbaraliers. One has 
all his Ufe been cultivating piety and virtue 
and good, learniag. Rigklty conftant hirrplf 
in the public and private duties of religion; and 
always prompting in rthers^ virtue and foch 
learning as he thought would conduce mod to 
the honour of God, by manifefting the great- 
Befs and wlfdom of his works. He has givcr> 
the world fufficicnt proofs that he has not mif« 
pent bis time, by very ufeful works oifUlofofhy 

* Mr. IVhipn and Dr. CUke. 
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iib4 rnaihtmatJcks. He has applied sm to the 
cxjplicattOQ of the otbtr^ and. eodeavoured by 
l9th to difplay the ^lory of the Great Creator. 
And to his Audy of nature, he early joined the 
Aydy of the Scriptures ; aod his attempts, what- 
ever the fuccefs be, were at kaft well meant : 
and, confidering the difficulty of thefubje<^$ he. 
has engaged in, it mufi be allowed that 4a the 
main they are vjell aimed. And if he has not 
fuceeeded, namore have others who have med* 
led with the fame fubjedls. Nor is he more to 
be blamed, than they* To be UameJ^ did I 
. fay ? I (hould have fatd, not lefs to be commend* 
ed. For fure Vis a commendable dcfign^ to ex« 
plain Scripture-dtfficnhieSj and to remove the 
objeAions of profane meiT, bj (hewing there is 
nothing in the {a£re4 writings^ but what is true 
mkI rational. 

Bet what does a life thus fpent avail \ To 
what purpofe fo many watchful n'^hts, and 
weary days ? So much piety and devotion ? So 
much mortification and felf-den|al? Snch a 
Kal to do good, and to be ufeful to. the worlds 
So many noble fpecimens of a great genios, and 
of a fine imagination ? 'Tis the poor man's mif- 
fortnne (for pwr he is, and like to be, not having 
Uie lead, preferment) tpbave a warm head, and 
to be very zealous in what he thinks the caofe 
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'\ lofG'oA. He thinks prudence the vorldly ^vif- 
dom coodemned by Chrift and his apofllds \ aod 
that 'tis grofs prevarication and hypocriry, to 
conceal the difcoyeries he conceives he has made. 
. This heat of temper betrays him into fome in* 
difcreet expreflions and hafly aflertions. Le- 
jigning to hurt no body, he fancies no* body 
dcfigns to hurt himi ^Q^ is fimple enough to 
expeft the fame favourable allowances will be 
made to him^ that he fees made to thofe who 
wiitc againft him. As to his learning, 'tis his 
nisforfone that he is not (killed enough in the 
fearned kngaages, to be a great critick in them ; 
dnd yet fccms not to be fcnfible of his dtficien- 
Cy la this rcfpcft. And what advantigc is raken 
cftbiS|that he has not li/sh.atdtid/nord criticipn! 
His karning is treated in that manner, that you 
would think he did not know the fird elemeots 
of Greik\ though even in that, he is much 
fupefiour to moft of thofe who make fo free with 
kim t And you every day hear his performances 
run down as whimfies and chiiheras, by mea 
who never read them, ^nd, if they did, toyAA 
not under/land them. Nor does his xvartnth of 
temper come off better : 'tis all over o^Jtinacy^ 
friie\Vidi heretical pravity \ a want oimodtfty and 
due deference to juft authoi4ty. They that 
fpeftk ttioft' favourably, lock upon him as craz'^df 
' Md little better than a madman. This is the 
B 4 \Q^\ 
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poor man*8 chara£ler ; and, . /ntf «% ^e i$»i tiKf 
caDootbe content to leave him, quiet. iii^bi|^|K>- 
▼erty. Whereas, had he not been early pofleft 
with a pafllonate love for the Scriptun aod phi" 
t'fiphy \ had he not thought it his diHy above 
all things to promote the glory of God^ and becft 
pcrfuaded that could no way be fo well doae %% 
bythefludy of his T(;0ri and fc/dr^ii.'tis moie 
than probable he had at this time been orthodott% 
And then, tnficad of his prcfent treatment* hit 
faults would have been overlooked } the leara* 
ing he excells in, would have been extolled, aojl 
no defeats would have been found in other parti 
of it. He would have been cried up as an or* 
nament of the age, and no preferment woul^ 
liave been denied or envied him. 

This you know to be the cafe with wt of the 
nom hetitus. The othtt'^ is fo prudent is his 
€OnduA» that he comes under but a ftifpicion of 
favouring the {ame notions. How now Xt-ht 
treated ? prudence in him is as great a crime a^ 
the went of it in the dhtr. The imprudent ofU» 
is treated as a madman, and a rank Arian : The 
prudent one, is ief§ a heretic^ but more dangircusf 
Sibrius acceffit ad evertendam tcclefiam ; and there- 
fore the greater alarm maft be raifed againft bim. 
And what has he done ? Why, he has with a 
great -deal of pains brought together in the be(V 

* Dr. SamMil Ceufie^ 

maonei 
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saimer he coold, ftll the paflages io the Netv 
TeftafBent rehitiogto the dodriae of the Tri- 
nity. And fo far, his work is what thofe wha 
-differ from him, /&0<.'£/ be pleafed with : (ince 
he has brought the materiuls together, to enable 
mcB to form a right judgment of the qaeflion inr 
difpnte; and has put into their hands, if he Be 
fn rfae wrong, the beft weapons againil himfelf^ 
Bat he has inurpmed fome Uxts^ in a manner 
that is not liked : 'tis true, he has fo ; but not 
once, that I remember, has he given an inter- 
pretation that is purely of his own bead, He- 
brings great vouchers ^ and^ if he errs, it is always 
in good company. This is his ofTence : He ha» 
maintained with many othcps, particularly wiihi. 
fhe late dean of St. Paufsy * in oppofition to Sa* 
iellianifm^ that the three perfons in the Trinity are 
threi roaldijiinif Beings z and the belief of three 
really di(Hn£l Beings pirfe£ily equaty he maiCi« ^ 
toins with Dr. South to be Trithe'fm.: And, that 
ihere mufi therefore be a fubfrdination, No# 
whether this notion be right, or not ; \fhe cao^ 
sot cfcape iU treatment^ give me leave to fay^ 
that if your ftudy fliould lead you into tny opi- 
Bion? contrary to what is generally received^ 
jtftf can with no reafon expeft bitter quuttcr^ 
He is a maa who- has all the good qualities that 
caff meet together, .to recommend him. He is*, 
poi&il of all the parts of Uarni^ig that are valu^ 
• Dr- Sherhc^.' 
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able In aclcrgynani ia 9 degree that few poflTeTf 
Jknyfingh ont. He has jpincd to a good (kill 10 
li^^ //t// lirtrmd langua£iSf ^ gieat cpmjMfs of iht 
l>cil philofophf aod maihematieii \ at appcari by 
his Ltf/m works : And his En^lijb ones are fuch 
a proof of bii own piet^^ and of bit invwtedgt in 
Jivin'iyy and hare done fo inuch /trvicg t$ nli^ 
giifiy as would make any other man» that wss 
not under the furptcion of fjirtjy^ fccurc of 
the fricndfliip and efteem of all good church- 
iMcn, cfpccialiy of the clergy* And to all the 
pirty and Uarning^ and the good nfe that has 
been made of it \ is added a tefnper happy be- 
yond expreflion : A fweet. cafy, modeft, ioof- 
fcnfivr, ol>li{'/ing behaviour, adorn all his ac« 
lion? ; and no paffion, vanity, Infolcnce, or of* 
tcntation, appear cither io what he writes or 
fays : And yet thefe fauhs arc often incident to 
the bed men, in the freedoms of conrcrfation, 
and In writing aj^ninft impertinent and onrea- 
fonablcadvcrrarics, cfpccialiy fuch as fliike at 
the foundation of virtue and religion. This ia 
the IfarnirKTy tliis the temfgr of the man, whoTo 
Jhtdy of the Scrlptum his betrayed him into a 
ftjp'.mn of fuinc heretical opinions ; and bccaufe 
ii I). IS. he mud be lladeKcd?.\\t\ defamed \ he mufl 
be 'Jk'orricd out of the great and clear rcputa- 
tii/R lie U pofTciTcd (<f : and he that has fo many 
fliiiiin^ qua!iiicS| miiA be iofuhcd by every ti/r/A- 
4 A/i 



Irfiiufiichf as If he had as littte leaniing and 
'^ imtH ^ the loweft of thofe who are agalnft him. 
^ Whaf proteSiioD now Cao ycu promife yourfcif 
froC& your Virtue^ when a man of fucb a charac- 
ter cannot be fafe in his good name ? Whatever 
therefore yoti do, be ortltd.x: Orthdoxy uill 
cover a multitude efjins^ but a cloud of virtues can- 
3 not cover the want of the minuted panicle of 
orlhodoxy^ 

'Tia espefied, iao matter how uru-eafonably, 
that a man (houhl always adhere to the party he 
lia$ once uken. 'Tis the opinion of the world, 
that he b all his life bound by the fubfcrrptiona 
he made in his firft years ^ as if a man were aa 
wife at twenty- four, and knew as much of the 
Scriptnre and antiquity and cdUld judge as well 
of them, as he can at fifty. And yet if a man 
^tll he ftndying thefe things, he cannot be fure 
'.'be fliall continue a year together in the /rm# 
'Jehtimmts : And, if he fhould not, he muft cither 
' fiifle bis petfuafion, againA the di6tates of hi» 
.confcteqce ; or be expofed to the worft treat- 
ment, to be called a nnegodo^ a falfe Lrcthtr^ a 
btretic^ or any thing that malice can fugged. 

But I have not yet done. This is not the 
worft of ir. This perhaps ypu may pretend ta 
.defpife, and not care what the world fays of you. 
So long ais yoor co>ffcience cannot reproach you. 

B 6 vr^ii-^ 
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Well ; fet then all concern for reputation go^? 
Can you be pVoof agalnft me farther c&nfiqutna 
of lying under the hnputation of kirtfy f Caa* 
you bear to fee yourfelf, your wife and chRdreo, 
ruined and undone? This, I fee, Aartles you. — 
But yon aflt; Jf^hit danger can thffr^ be ef theft f 
An Enil^JhtnaHy yoM fay^ is out of ihe reach' of 
pfrjecutton or an inqu'fitton : That fpiritj God^ 
be thanked^ is banifhsd the land; and even* 
c nviSi heretUi are protefted from the flames. 
Very truej the fpirit of peife<ution is cithep 
. gone, or is difarmed'; and' that I lootEon as one 
of the invaluable blcflings of the rerolution : 
But can you be fure it will not return ? And 
ftippofe it will not; are you* therefore fecuiTi 
that an imputation of herefy will' nor end in tile 
iqIq of yourfelf and Himily? Yon and jour 
children will not ht burnt indeed 1 but you xsirf^ 
be as eifcftually ruined", as if you were. Y(3u 
may be exiommunicatedi' and In virtue of that tfe' 
thrown into jail^ to rot there, while your family 
arc ftarving.; And (which cannot be too weU 
confidercd) wheoopcc' ydu come into thofc 
circumflanccs, whaththere tan deliver you? 
Vour puni(hmentwill lail and be the fame, as long 
:fs you continue in the fame mind'. A rule of 
punilhmcnt, peculiar to the eccUfioftlcl ftatc. In 
nViV cafes, the offender,*if his crime be not ca- 
pital, fuflfers a temporary puniflirocnt, propor- 
tioned 
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tibiicd to the fault he has committed ^ and when- 
fte has undergoae that, notbiog further is re- 
spired of hiiD» except in fome cafes to find fecu- 
rity for his good behaviour for the future. Bur 
ID cafes oiF A^rr^J-, there is no regard to the iigrte 
of the offence, m the punifhoieot iufli^cd. Nor 
Ts there any i/id'of it. *Tis not enough, to hare 
fiiffered xhzfevereji punifliment, though for the 
fmaUeJl offence ; !tis not enough to give fecuriiy 
of not offending for the future: The innocent 
offender muft declare (what 'tis often times im* 
fofft'U he (hould declare) that he has changed 
bis fentiments, and is become 0r/Wi0;i(^ and this,, 
though perhaps no methods of c9nv':SiioH have 
Been ufed, except that oi punifoment be one. 
This is the miferable condition of a ccnviii he^ 
ntic : The punifliment which fell on him for 
ixpreffing thoughts bireiical^ he muA ccntlnut to 
endure for barefy thinking \ which is a thing not 
in his power, but dejpends on the eiAdtnct that 
appears to him : He muft for ever (cruel Juflice !] 
for ever fuffcr for his private thoughts (though 
they go not beyond his own heart,)^he punifli- 
ment which fome overt-a£i has once drawn 
upon him. To punifl^ ioties qudties, as often as 
tfaofe overt-a£ls are repeated^ will not fatisfy 
the holy (ffi:e: Nor. can a forbearance of fuch 
a£ls avail any thing, or a promife of fiience for 
the future ) which yet is aJl that t» In a manr^ 
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power. No; he muft r/r/inf, Vhethefhttilte 
or no! ; and generaHy 'tis required" to be dbtie 
10 words drawn up for him. So that, if hi da 
fiot fee reafon lo change his opinion ; and will 
not fay he has changed, when he has not ; he if 
in for life, and his panifhoient can onl^y end 
" with k. 

Iiideed, on every fappofition, a man excoor- 
ttttnicated for terf/y has fad time of it. For if 
he dffes not recant, he is (as I hare /kid) in pri- 
' fon for Fife, andliis ifamily muft ftarve ; andf jtf 
lie i/oes recant, what do^s he get by it : hi9 
" liberty indeed, but what elfe ? Will people be* 
lievj he is fincere ? Will they not think hU 
recantation loofely drawii in favour of him, to 
'ihake it ^ recantation in appearance only ? Or^ 
*if it be in the ftrongell words, will he not, if 
'he ftibmit'to it, be fufpefled to equmcaf^ f Wpl 
'they not expeft i\it reafons of his change j wilt 
they not afk, (if he fays no more for. the ^t:tb$dox 
fide than he has faid before) why, if thcfe re4« 
"ions are convincing now, he did not tbiotk tbeto. 
(b before ? Will they not conclude, that /^ blm 
they are inconclulive fiill ; oolefs he can &qA 
better reafons than the bed that had .been be- 
fore ofFered him ? Which i take to fe? g con- 
tradiclioD. And will it not be argued froiA 
thence^ that bc^is not changed? that 'tis the 

puoid^ 



|QiufliQM&t Mily, aod sot hb opiDtons, he would 

. Ipive i So thai if be cnittinun ia hit opinions, he 

MuSi Ik under all the iaramy aod poniflunent of 

ht*tfy ; atid if -he doe^ natj yet it will be fup^ 

poTed be does. He is puoiOied for ading 

. nccerding to bis cnfiienct \ and^ if he woald leave- 

the ifr/,3^iaiputed to bifn, he will be faid to %& 

agairji Bis c^fciiJici ; and perhaps be reputed a 

wcrfe maq. than he was before. This ia alt 

-events: oace ^ heretic^ and always miferable. 

The r^pniaiion:(chaoge, or not) is never to be 

retrieved ; no prcfermcm or employment to be 

hoped for. He will always be fafpeAed of 

birtfyj who 13 once guilty ; and his wife and 

thildrea mud fee him the perpetual fubjefl of 

feproacb and obloquy y and feel it too : Feel it 

ia their chara^ler, feel it in then* maintenance ; 

as if the children of a kereiie were a brood of 

..monfters, auifauce to the common-wealthi and 

kife£led the veiy air they breathe in. 

Thefe "misfortunes a man of the moft w/r/Zf- 
' ~mjhii lip may draw upon himfclf and family, if 
■he wiB be mediing with fo dangerous a ftudy, 
"■«iid cancfotiQ confdence 6M^tmh\t the refult of it. 
' Mlsfortuaes, which the vUeJi^ lewdefi^ moft /z». 
^-m^r^/" Wretch upon earth, is in no danger of. 
The grfealeft immcfartties, nay, a long courfe of 
'them, (bail oftentimes efcape unpunifhcd ; efpe- 
• iially if 8 man te Tcry ^rtbcdox : But if they do 
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B0«, the pHfiithmonc extends only to the pirftmof 
the oflfender. It derives noifffamycmbimfilfifhe 
reforms, aor ot^hi^^thrldrtn if he do not. They 
are rather pitUd for haviog fuch- a father, aod 
every body is wiiliDg^to be klod to them. Who 
DOW, after this, can be (o fond of aftody, that 
oiay bring oo bioi, let him be never foinnoceot, 
Aich a load of Qiifery aod infamy, a load with- 
out meafare and without end ? And if this will 
be the confequence of ^xcommumufihftj tell me 
how much better 'tis than ptrftcutim^ 

But you will fay, that ^is poffible a man's 
fhidies may mt lead him into any herttical opi- 
nion ; and if they flxould, yet 'tis not very eafy 
to- convl^z berttk^ or to fay what is ktrefy. To 
the firji I have already faid enough: As to the 
ether ^ I confefs 'tis not very eafy la cdnviiff a maa 
of hinjy. The law fcems to be defeient in this 
point ; but who knows how foon this dcfed m^y 
be fupplied by a raw law? And in the mean- 
time, it may be difficult indeed to convi6l a man-. 
dlhtrtfj ; but perhaps it may be found, not to 
ht impoJpbUn And", if it fhouM, 'tis hut chang- 
ing the word, and the offender may be come 
upon eafily enough. If, throu^ a defeA in 
the laws, he cannot be convifled.of htrefj^^ he 
may however be convifted of writing or fpeak- 
ivigagainji the eflabliihed doflxine of the cburd|i|; 
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ttd that Vill 4rxw 00 hhn all the fame cosfe- 
4^1101006, thac hiTify would do. For ierej^ is the 
oppoiiog the doftriae of the CBtM'ci church v 
bot t^ dofiriae of the efiahlijhid church, will 
readily ht fuppef id to be the doAribe of the Ca^ 
tbolick church; and therefore to oppofe the doc* 
trioe of one, is in efTeA to oppofe both» So that 
a man (hall be deemed a heretic to all iotents and 
purpofes, and fentenced to the fame punlfhment; 
thottgh in the feotence Ufelfi for his comfbrtf 
the word hirrfy may be left our» 

But you are willing to thmk the Umpir of the 
Bnglijh clergy more moderate, and the genera- 
Kty of them arerfis to every thing that looks like 
the fpirit rf p9piry \ as the ruining of a good 
man, merely for matters of opinion, mufl; be al- 
lowed to do. I wifh you may find it fo, if ever 
there (hould be occafion. I confefs there has 
appeared a go^d fpirit^ a very humane and chnf^ 
tidn temper in fome late writings, where perhaps 
\\ was not much expedcd ; but for all that, I 
mud beg leave to ^flPer from you. If indeed no 
one would judge in a caufe he did not under- 
fland ; if no one were allowed to unr^erftand a 
caufe of i^rz/y, but who was a good judge of the 
ftnfe of Scripture and o{ primitive antiquity \ if no 
one were edeemed to know Scripture and anti- 
quity, but thofe who )\2LAJIudiedthem welU who 
had read them carefuUjiwiih their own eyes^ and 

did 
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did not take the fenfe of them npen frujf itrott 
fliodem writers; if the arguments for his opituoa 
vere to be examined^ before his opioios were 
condemned ; if a man, before he gave his vote, 
were to lay his hand upon his heart, and declare^, 
himfelf thus qualified to judge ; that he had 
confidered the matter, and would fpeak nothing 
Imt what he thought ; on thefe fuppofitions, I am 
apt to think, a number of Judges would not very 
cafily be found ; and, when they were, it may 
feafonably be prefumed that they v^ould not 
be very forward to condemrv. They would be 
fenfible there was room' for honeA minds to be 
mifled, from what they had read and obfcrved 
themfelves ; they would knotiT that there is more 
to be faid on the other fide, than the generality 
at all dream of; they would be careful bow 
they difcouraged learning, by difoouragiog the 
enquiries of learned men. They would be very 
unwilling a man fliould fuSer by their fentence^ 
whofe life they are fure is innocent and vir- 
, tuotts, but whofe opinions they cannot be fofure 
ere falfe or dangerous. They know difcou-> 
ragements in learning and virtoe to bcof fuch itt 
confequeoce, that a man's opinioos-muft be very 
bad indeed, to make it oeceflary to Come to 
fuch extremities. But give me leave t6^ fay, 
you have no reafon to expcA ftich judges, or 

fuch a backwardnefs to judge* 'TIS alwajrt 

fippajid 



Jitpft/edfih^Lt thedofirideof the charch jot are 
. 0^ if light { that it is the doArlne of Scripture 
Ind aotiquity. And this, every body thiales he 
miderftaads. So that little karaiDg or reading 
is oeceflaryi to make any dergyman a judge over 
the learnedeft noan alive. 

Another thing I take leave to tell yoa^ is that 
aaoft men think they can do c^fciintioujly^ what« 
ever they can do Ugalfy. Men of tefinei and tx^ 
abid underjlandii^i^ who have a large compaCi 
of thought^ and have lookt into the principles 
of things, know that writtin laws are hot de- 

'duAloni of the law of naturg^ which is pripr to 
ril humm in/Hmims : That thefe foffietimes de* 
viate from that unwritten law ; and, when they 
do, are of no real intrmfic authority. They 
know tbata thing is notjujl and reafonahk be* 

. cavie It is tnaQtd \ but-, in good governments^ 
k ina&id^ becanie 'tis ju^ and nafonabh. They 
know that laws are fometimes obtained by fur- 
prize and corruption, by party-management^ 
by craft or JFuperftition. They know that penal 
la^s in matters of rellgioo, are feldom advife-f 
able. They would not eafily contribute to the 

- making them $ and, when they are made, would 

' be glad to have them generally lie dormant. 
They kxrow that no authority of man can alter 

• /the nMtn of things^ or juftify a cruel ot Lnjujl 

fcnteuc*^ 
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fetttcncc in the fight of God. They are hxt^ 
that if to punifli men for their opinions be nor * 
wry rights tbere is no medium, it muft be verj ' 
tvnng* *Tift public robbery or murder to dc-. 
prive a man of his life or goods for his religion ;.* 
if it be noijuji in itfilfvo do fo, as well as hgah. 

Some perhaps may think In this manner ; bat 
thefe muff be men of refin*d aod exalted under- 
f{<fidings^ and therefore muft be very fi%JO. 
The gemraltty think they may do juftly^ what- 
ever they can do Ug€illy. And k iS} do doubt, 
for tbem^ a good rule. They cannot jmlge of 
the natnre of things for themfilves ; and there* 
fore the law is the moft proper guide and direc* 
tion tbej can have. As long therefore as ther4 
are laws to punifla the aflerters. of bmticol oph^ 
nhns^ or fuch as oppoji thi iJiaWJkti dUirims \- 
you may depend on it, they will not be fuf- 
fered to lie dormant. There will sever be 
wanting great numbers, who will call aloud to- 
have them put in execution \ and they will 
think their zeal in this matter, the htfi fervice 
they can do the churck 

This is human nature : thus Ft has been ij|k*all 
times. A nd no experience of the mifchief ddne 
to cbriflianity by a forwardnefs to pronounce- 
«aakhcma*s on thofe who di&red from tbei re-^ 

uiveJt 
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f^/W-opiaiops^ will make as wirer. It miy, I 
douSt not) be dimmJJra fj 'wUh the grcateft 
•evidence, ihdiX. all cbrijlign churches have fuffcred 
4norc by th&lr %eal for orth'^d^sy^ and by the vio- 
leDt meihods taken to promote it ; than from 
ihc utmoft efibrts of their greateft cnemin. Bat, 
for all that, the woild will ftill think the fame 
•methods necefTary. The fame v^eal will prompt 
to the IzT^iQperfecutlons or profecuiiom^ (call them 
which you will) withoat confidcriog that the 
famt means muft necelFarily produce, at ioog* 
TUn, yht fame fatal confequtnceu 

Let me therefore entreat yon> not to fancy the 
world is altered in this point. Do not think 
yodr'bpinions cannot ruin you, becaufe 'tis net . 
riafm'ahk they fliould. Do not flatter yourfelf, 
that -timper^ prudence and moderaii.n^ can in reli- 
gious cootroverfies get the better of indifcreet 
%edli bigotry and fuperfiition. In fhort ; be not 
hafty in cfpoofing of opinions, which can have 
DO' other cffeft,' but to lay the bejl me ^ at the 
mercy of the nvvrjl. Every mran perfn^ who has 
nothing to recommend him but his irthodoxy^ 
and owes that perhaps wholly to his tgn:^raKce\ 
will think he has a right to trample on you with 
contempt; to afpcrfe your charatfter wiih viru- 
lent reflexions ; to run down your writings as 
mean and pitiful performances, and give harii 
names to opinions he dscs not undir/iand ', which 

year 
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you muft bear, withoDt the leaft hopes of being 
^ard a word ia your defeoce. 

Let me obferre one thiag more ; that 'tis the 
tnisfortuoe of a chrgyman^ that he is confiDcd to 
one prcftjfm. Other men, if they cannot live ia 
sne yffaijy arc at liberty to try anoibcr: But a man 
^ho has once the indiliUe character, mnft live 
by the one profeffion he has made choice of. If 
therefore that livelihood be taken from him ; 
'lis in vain he has Uamtng^ p^^ts^ i^^^rh ^^^ 
cppliMicn. He will not be allowed to take any ^ 
atbtr courfe to repair the lofs he fuffenB by his - 
opinions as a clergyman. His time, and for- 
tunes, and fiudies, have been fpent to make him 
ufeful in that ^ne profeflion; and, if he had 
abilities to maintain himfelf in any^ oihir^ 'tis too 
late : He has made his choice, and muft abide • 
by it. This then is the unhappy dilemma t 
reputed herdic is reduced to j he will ndther be 
foffercd to keep the profeffion, nor to Uave it; 
he (hall neither live in it, nor out of it. So that. 
notwithftanding his learning f, pa? ts, virtue, and 
indujiyyi though he could make a good lawyer^, 
phyjicion, merclHint, or mechanic ; if be be not 
orthodox, ail pofTibllities of living comfortably^ 
at lead, and reputably, are taken from him. Go 
now, and think, if you can, that the advice I 
give you, is not the advice of a friend. 'Tis the 
advice of one who loves virtue and learning, 

who 
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mho kt friend to all good men, aod is in parti- 
cuIat greatly coocerned for yotir fucccfs and 
advancement in the world; 'Tis advice fecond- 
ed by the esumples of the greateft men. For 
name me any one of the men mod famed for 
learning in this or the laft age, who have feri- 
oofly tamed ihcmfelvcs to \\i^fludjcfthi Scrip- 
turn. I might name to you the mod eminent 
men down from Scaliger and Cafnuhon to the 
prefeot time. CaptHus indeed, and the excellent 
Gro/ius, are exceptions s but they met with fuch 
u/ag^^ that one has little encoaragement from 
their examples. But not to go beyond our own 
country; who are the men that have excelled 
moft (fttcepiing always Sir Ijaac Newt.n) in 
philofophy, aftronomy and mathematicks ? Have 
they not been clergymn ? And was not their fkill 
in ihcfc fdences, the effcft of their great and 
conftant application to them \ Was not that 
time fpent in theft Jiudiis^ that ;«« think fliould 
have been applied to xhtjludyoftbe Scriptures? 
On the other hand, take out two or three from 
fo great a body ; and where is there a clergy- 
man of a great genius, and that has made a chief 
figure in the learned w^rld, that has writ upon 
the Scr'ptuns ? at Icaft with any mafterly (kill 
in critick ? 

Aod what is it, that all this can be imputed 
to? Did thefe learned men decline this fludy, 

becaufip 
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becaofe ibey wanted the abilities' proper for ht 
Surely that will not be faid of men of their con- 
feft learmng. Or was there want of inclinatien 
and good-will to it ? No, they were men of vir* 
iuiy and good pritejfants^ as well as fcholars and 
men of letters. What then ? Did they, who 
have taken fo much pains upon other books, and 
with fo much fuccefs, think the Scriptures the' 
only ones that needed not their help ? Neither 
can riiatbe pretended. They.faw th$ (acred 
books, through the injury of time and the igfM' 
ranct of fcribes^ hdiA fuffered zs well as others; 
and much more h^ falje and ah fur d interpretations^ 
To be plain : the one thing that turned them 
from fo noble and necefTary a fludy, was the 
tuant of liberty^ which, in ihisjludy only, is de- 
nied men. They found it was dangerous to 
examine impartially y and {ptik freely i that they 
muft write without liberty, or with r,o fafeiy \ 
that it would be expeAed of them, to llrain all 
their wit and learning to patronize and palliate 
grofs errors, inftead of exjoftng or "mending of 
them ; and to fupport the received interpretations^ 
however abfurd, inftead of fuch as reafon and 
/rtfw>/|' convinced them were the orly true ones. 
But this was a tafk, which men of ingenuous 
mir.d>^ whofe integrity and Lve oftru'h was Ccjual 
to their penetration, and great abilities, could 
Bot fubmit to. For men to have eyes and un- 
der (landings 
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derlbuidiDgs of their own, and yet n^ kc or 
uaderftand, bat as thqr were bid, and that by 
men who coold notfec or cmderftaDd themfelTcs ; 
i0( ifyaXtQf^^elyfjLKl To make fach a bliad afe 
of their learning and abilities, was» they thooght) 
to pervert the very end of them, and really to 
diflionoar God, whofc fervice they were given 
for. Since therefore they could not bear the 
thoughts of ftudying thefcripturcs on thefe terms, 
DO part was left men who could not be idle, but 
to turn to fomt oiherftudy^ in which, without fear 
of danger or oflFcnce, they might freely go whi- 
. ther truth and reafon led. The confequcncc of 
which, befides the improvements made in nrts 
and fciences, has been, that many of them have 
feparately made more good emendations, and 
'happily explained more difEcultics, in the />//<r//*y? 
.Pagan writer ; than they have done, take them 
all together, in twp hundred years open the 
whaU body of the Scriptures, 

What then I would advife you, is, to fellow 
'fuch examples. Turn yourfclf to the fiudy of 
the heathen hijtoriansj poiis, craters, and philbf:* 
phers. Spend ten or twelve years upon Hcrace or 
Terence. To illuftrate a billet doux^ or a drunken- 
£atch; to explain an ohfcenejejl ; to make a hap^ 
py emendation^ on a pafTage that a modeft man 
wou}d Way* at ; will do you more credit, and be 

VOL. IV. C of 
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of groRcr fcrvice to you, than the moft nfcful 
employment of your time upon the Scriptures ; 
unlefs you can rcfolve to conceal your fentimentsy 
and fpeak always with the vulgar. You fee a 
prcfent example in the great BeJitley : What a 
reputation he has acquired by the aoble editioa 
he has given us of Horace ? How are his abili- 
ties confcfTed and admired by all ? But had the 
lame genius, the fame fngacity and labour, beea 
applied to the fludy of the Scuptirt$ ; to fettle 
the text in doubtful places, to mend corrupted 
ones, explain hard ones, fix the meaning of ob- 
fcure ones, and to trace out the literal fen/e 
where it can be done ; ihould he, I fay, have 
attempted a work of this ki/id i iaflead of 
thanks and applaufe, Vis more than probable he 
would have been treated as a rafh man, of no 
judgment, of little learning, and lefs religioil ; 
and, if his works had been fentenced to the 
flames, a majority would have been for throwing 
him in after thejn. 

Confider .wjell therefore, how you engage 
where there Is no retreat, no repentance, no 
room for pardon, if you once ofTend. You have 
two ways before you. One will enable you to be 
ufeful in the world, without great trouble to 
yourfelf ; it will crown your labours with fuc*- 
cefs> it will bring you reputation andefle^; 
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it will put you into a way of making $ dcant 
proviiioQ for your faini]y» and give a good edu- 
cation tothofe two fine children God has blefled 
you with, and you aiay have many more. The 
€ibir wHl itfelf fatigue you with many difEcuI- 
ties, and expofe yo\i to the nioft fatal confe- 
quences : It will draw on you an infupporuble 
load of infamy, as a difturber of the churchy and 
an enemy to the ertbgdox faith ; and in all pro- 
bability end in the extreme poverty and ruin of 
yourfdf and fiimily* Which God forbid (hould 
ever be the cafe of one who has no other views 
but to dedicate his life to God's fervice* I am^ 

SIR, 

Tour faithful bumble ftrvata. 
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"The CONGLUSIOR 

AFTER all that has been iaid in this lon^ 
letter, I am perfnaded that many readers 
will ilill think what is here. advanced, a flrange 
paradox \ or perha|)s be fcandalized at it as«a 
very wicked one ; and will on no terms allow, 
that clergymen (hould lay adds what aught \oh^ 
xhtiv chief Jiudy. And, to beingcnuous, 1 5wll 
confcfs I am entirely of the fam$ mind. I am as 
unwilling, as they can be, to admit the conchi* 
fion, that the Jludy of the Scriptures (honld be 
defertid ; and yet cannot deny, but, hnmancly 
fpfeaking, this muft be the .qonfeqnbnce from'^ 
thefe premifes. If therefore we will not alionr- 
iht conclujion^ we muft /how the preniifesto' ht^ 
untrue^ and that this iRndy will -not be attendeS 
with fo much danger. But this we in vain at- * 
tempt, if we do not eur parts at leaft, that- thefe ■ 
may rtot be the confequenccs. For as long as "ihcff • 
are, \hQ Jludy cf the Scriptures will certainly con-** 
tinue to be negle^edy as it now is ; and all medi 
who contribute to thefe confequemes in any degree, 
do fo far dijcowage the Jiudy of the Scriptuns^ 
whatever they pretend. ^ 

In truth, there is nothing more abfurd, than \ 
to fay the glorious things we do daily of tbd . 

Scriptures i • 
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Scrrptures ; aad, at the fame time, make the 
(hidj of ihem, to men of fincere and honeft ' 
minds, fo extremely hazardous and inconvenient. 
If then we wbuld not be guilty of difcouraging a * 
fludy, which we acknowledge to be the great 
duiy of the clergy, as we are chrifiians ; if we 
would be true to the fundamental principles of 
the reformation^ as protefiants^ that the Scriptures 
arg the only rule of faith \ let us ufc our bcft en- 
deavours to remove the great ohjiacles that lie 
againft the Audy of them ; let us do what u e 
can^ that learned men may have/«7 liicriy to 
Audy the ^nft\xrt% freely and impartially ; good 
^nccuragemer.t gwQXKhcm to go through t-ic /./- 
iooer and difficulties oi fuch a Aud}', not (lightly 
and fuperficially, but with application and dili- 
. geoce as the nature of the thing requires ; and 
htve leave to fpeak their fenfe with all manner 
of fafetye That their opinions may be examined 
fairly and wijth temper : That their names be not 
uojuftly loaded with calumny and /lander ; that 
their words and anions may be interpreted with 
the iame candour^ as is (hown to thofe that differ 
from them : That, if what they advance be 
rigbtj it may be received; ifwron^^ their errors 
may be refuted y as the mijlakes of learned men on 
other fubjcftsi if douhtfuU and the Scriptures fiiy 
fo little^ or fpeak fo obfcurely, that noihiog can 
certainly be decided either way ; that then no- 
C 3 boA^ 
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body may be obliged to take either Jidg as necef- 
fary : That, whether their notions be right or 
wrong, their perfons may in all events be fafe, 
and their maintenance not afFefted by it : That 
as long as they live virluoujly^ and tc/' ite with all 
due modejiy and good manners^ and advance no- 
thing that breaks in npon m'^rality and govern- 
tmnt^ they may be treated in all refpef^s as thofe 
are or ought to be, who employ themfelves in 
any other part of ufeful learning. 

I mud add, let them be never fo much in the 
wrongs I can apprehend no danger from it to the 
churchy or that the errors of a few men, can 
have any confiderable influence in oppofitipn to 
a great body of a vigilant and learned clergy, 
who will be always able and ready to defend the 
rue'ved notions, if they can he defended ; and if 
\\\vi cannot, it muft be allowed they ought mU 
But \i fome in.onvnicnc'tei would ^nit from the 
liberty I contend for, they are nothing in compa* 
tif:n of thofe that mull follow from the want 
of it. 

Till there is fuch a liberty allowed to clergy- 
men ; till there is fuch a fecurity for their repu- 
tations, fortunes, and perfons; I fear I muft 
add, till fo difficult a ftudy meets with propor- 
tionable encouragement ; *ti8 impoiBble zjincere^ 
irrtpartial and laborious application to it, (hould 
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gcfnerally prevail : And till it does, it is as im- 
pofliblc the Scriptuft (hould be vueH undeyjhod: 
And till they are. they area ruleof faiih In name 
ooly. For 'tis not the words of Scripture, but 
ih^fenfr^ whieh is the rule ; and fo far as that is 
not underfiood^ fo far the Sir i/ fibres are r.ct our 
ru'e^ whatever we pretend ; but the fufe that 
wen have put on them -, tnQti/allii^.'e as ourfclves, 
and who were by no means fo \yQ\\furntJI):d^ as 
tht learned at prefcnt are, with the proper helps 
to find out the true meaning oi Scripture. And 
while we take the fenfe of the Scriptures in this 
Bucnner upcn content^ and fee not with our own 
eyes; wc infenfibly rclapfe into the princ'plcs of 
/if#r^» tnd give up tht on'y g> ound on which we 
CiQ juflify our reparation from the church of 
lUmt. *Twa8 t right tojiudy ond judge of the 
Mpiures/or the/f/eheh that our/r/? reformers 
aflerted with fo good efFeft j and thtir fuccejlrs 
can defend their adherence to then)) on no other 
principle. 

If then we are concerned for the ftudy of the 
Scriptures, further than in words ; if we in 
cvneft think ihem the only rule of faith ; let us 
a£} as if we thought fo : Let us heartily cncou- 
lage Vifree and impart':al ftudy of them j let us 
lay afide that malignant ^ arbitrary^ perfecutlng^ 
. p^pifi fpirit ; let us put no fetters on mens un« 
4«rftandings, nor any other bounds to their 
C 4 enquiriesii 
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enquiries, but what Gcdand truth ha^^e fet. Let- 
11$, if we would not give up the proteftant prin- 
cipUy that the Scriptures an plain and char in the^ 
nuejfary articles ; declare mthing to be neceffary^ 
but what is dearly revealed in them* 

Then may we hope to fee the^fludy of thefe. 
divine books fo happily cultivated by the united- 
labours of the learned, when under no difcou^ 
ragemcnts; that all may in the main agree in 
the true meaning of them. Places that can he. 
ividerjlofd^ they will agree in underftanding alike^ , 
fuch at l^aft as are of confequence to the faith. 
And. for fuch as ^i:t too ^bfcun ,ic bt cleared up^. 
Viiik^vyceriaintyi tboft like wife they' will agree" 
about, and unanimoufly confefs they are fuch 
as no^ article of faith can he grounded upon, or- 
fri^fi^im. Next ta the underftandlng a text . 
of Sccipture, is to know it caa't be certainly, 
underilood. When the clear and dark places of 
Scripture are thus.diflinguifhed, aa-z/«//jp may " 
then reafonably be hoped for among prottjlantt 
in necejfary points \ and a difference of opinion ia,, 
fuch as are not necfjfary^ ca» have no manner of 
HI confequence^ nor any way difturb the peace of = 
the church ; fince there will then be nothing , 
left in its doctrines, to inflame m/!ns pajftom, or 
f eed ih€iv corrupt inter efi 5 y when we are all agreed * 
^l:)out what. is ejjihtial to religioQ; and what is , 
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not iffintial^ is looked on as Indifferent^ fo that a 
man may . take one fide, or the others or neithery 
or may change^ as fae fees reafoo, without 
offeree. 

Upon the whole, a free and impartial Jindy of 
the Scriptures^ either ought to be encouraged, or 
it $ngbt not. There is no medium ; and therefore 
tfaofe who aro ogainjl (mtftde^ which ever it be, i 
are neceflaiily efpouftrs of iht other. Thofe who . 
think it ougkt not to be encouraged, will, I 
hope, think it no injury to be thought to de- 
fend their opinion upon fuch reajcm as have 
here been brought for it, till they give httur^ 
On the other hand, thofe who think ihefe rea- 
Tons inconclufive, and can't find better; wil 
find themfelves obliged to confefs, that fuch a 
ftudy ought to be encouraged; and confequcntiy 
muft take care how they are acccflbry to fuch 
praAices, as in their natural confcquence can't 
but tend to its difcouragement; \t^ ihey con:e 
into the condemnation of thofe viholoMe dcrk'ti's 
rather than li^ht^ and, for their puniflinicnt, be 
finally adjudged to it. There is in this c:ifc no 
other medium between cricuragivg au.l Jifcu- 
raging^ but what there is between ii^^ht and 
darhnefs. Every degree of darknefs, is a want 
of-fomuch light; and all want of light, is a 
certain degree of darknefs. To refufe then .1 
greater degree of light, where it can be had 5 is 
C 5 ill 
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iQ truth to prefcF darknefs : Which, ia my 
humble opiuioa, can never be reafonable or ex- 
coTable. Thofe who are of another mind, 
plainly dijlrufi themfehes or their caufe. Which 
if it can biar the Ught^ why (hould it not be 
(hown in it ? But if it cannot, 'tis not the canfe 
•of God^ or of the Son of God; for God is Ifghty 
and in him is no darknefs ; and the Son of God is 
thel^ true Ugbty which ligbieth ivery man that comitk 
into tbi world* 
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THE 

CENSURE^ 

Of the Lower Houfe of Convocation upon 
this Book. 

!• T T treats of things facred, in a ludicrous 
X and prophane manner. 

2. It cads injurious reflexions on the fathers 
and councils of the antient church. 

3. It infinuates that the docftrincs and articles^ 
of the eftabliftied charch, are not grounded on 
Scripture, but are rather inconfiftent therewith. 

4. It reprefenls the body of the clergy as 
neglefting, and the governors of the church as 
difcouraging the ftudy of the Scriptures. 

y. Itexpofes the difciplinc of the church un- 
der the notion ol perfecution^ and invidioufly j:c- 
flefls on the laws provided for its fecurity. 

[The particuknr paflages upon which, thefc 
Wcrvations arc founded, are not referred to.J 

• Note, thn cenfure of the Convocatioit upon tlus 
excellent tra^l, was bafely omitted in many fucceed- 
tng editions, but is here reftored to (hew the true 
Spirit of that body of men, 
C 6 
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A 

LETTER 

Written hy the Reverend.\Mr. Jphn Hales- 
£?/ Eaton, to Arcbbijbop LAUD, up- 
on Occafton of bis Trad concern iag: 
SCHISM. 

May ippleafeymr Grace^ 

WHEREAS of late an abortive dif- 
courfe, indited by mc for the ufe of- 
a private friead,.hath, without law»- 
fiil pafs, waodred abroad i and miflaking its 
• way, is arrived at ^our Graces hands; I have 
taken the boldnefs to prefent myfelf befoi'C you, 
in behalf of it, with this either apology or excufi 
indifterentl}', being refolved in utramvis aleamp.. 
to beg either your approbation or your pardon... 
For myfelf, I have marvelled, whence a fcrib^ 
bied paper, dropt frona fo worthlefs and incon- 
fiderable a hand as mine, (hould recover fo 
much flrength, as to be abje^io giv« (yffencg^ 
But I confefs it to be moft true, that Bellurn in* 
thoant inertes^, fortis finiunt \ and a weak hand 
often kindles that fire, which the concourfe of 
the whole vicinity cannot quench.. If therefore 
6 any^ 
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any fitc can arife out of fo poor a fpark, (which ^ 
r can hardly conceive) I am myfdf here at 
hand to pour on water, to prevent a farther 
mifchief. 

Whatfoever there is in that fchedule, which 
fiiay feem apt to give offence \ confiils either in 
phrafe and manner of expreffton\ or in the con* 
ceipis^ and things them/elves^ there pre/Ted and 
infifted upon. For Ha^firji : Whofoever hath 
the misfortune to read it, (hall find in it, for 
flile, fome xKing^ over-famlHir zuA fub^rufiick -^ 
fome things more pleafant than needed ; fome 
things more four and fatirical. For thefe, my 
apology is but this, that your Grace would be 
pleafed to take in confideration, /r/?, what the* 
liberty of a letter might entice me to. Secondly^ 
I am, by genius, open and uncautelous ; and 
therefore fome pardon might be afForded to 
harmlefsyr^^rf^w, and gayety offpirit^ utterly de- 
void of all dlftemper and malignity. Thirdly^ 
fome part of the theme I was to toiith upon, wai 
(or at leaft feeraed to me) of (ofmall and inccn* 
fiderable a moment; and yet hath raifed that 
noife and tumult in the church, that I confefs it 
drew from me that indignation which is there 
cxprefled. When Augujlus the emperor wa$- 
afked, what was become of his Ajax\ (for he 
made -a tragedy upon the life and fortunes of 
that man)) he anfwered, iuQuhuit in fpongtarfu 
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For all thefe things which I have above touched 
upon, myaDfwer is, incumbantinfpongiam. And 
I coold heartily wifhs (for, in the cafe I am, I 
have nothing but good wijkes to help me) that 
they into whofe hands that paper has unluckily 
fallen, would favour me fo much as to fponge 
them out. 

Now concerning \ht things difcufled in the 
pamphlet, I humbly beg leave, before I come to 
particulars, to fpeak for myfelf thus much in 
general. If they be errors which I have here 
vented, (as perchance they are;) yet my will 
bath no part in them, and they are but the 
iflues of unfortunate inquiry. Galen, that great 
phyfician, fpeaks thus of himfelfi 'Ej/w S^ ix otJ* 
ifTug h^Cii &c. / inow not bow (fays that 
worthy perfon) even from my youth up^ in a won^ 
derful manner^ whether by divine infpiration^ er by 
fury and poffffun^ or however you may pleafe to 
Jiileit, I have mueb contemned the opinion of the 
M/iNTi but TRUTH and KNOfFLEDGE^ 
I have above meafure affe&ed \ verily perfuading 
myfelf that a fairer, more divine fortune^ could 
never befal a man* Some title, fome claim I 
may juflly lay to the words of this excellent 
perfon: For the purfuit of TRUTH hath bceti 
toy only care, ever fince I firft anderftood the 
meaning of the word. For this, I have fbrfakea 
all hopes, all friends, all defires^ which might 

biaft 
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btafs mCj and hinder me from driving right at 
trhat I aimed. For tbis^ I have fpent my mo- 
nies, my means, my youth, my age, and all I 
have ; chat I might remove from myfelf that 

cenfure of Tertullian, Sua vitio quls quid ig^ 

noraU If with all this coft and pains, my pur- 
chafe is but error ; I may fafely fey, to err hath 
coft me more, than it has many to find the 
truth : And truth it/elf Ihall give me this tcfli- 
mony at laft, that if I have mifled of her^ it is 
not my fauh, but my misfortune* 

Having begged your Grace's pardon for this 
Ti^iooaroXcyioii (peradventure unfeafonable \) I 
will cake liberty to confider of the things them- 
felves difcufled in the pamphlet. And firjt^ 
howfocver I have mifcaft fomc parcels of my ac- 
count, yet I am moft certain that the total fum 
is right i for it amounts to no more than that 

precept of the apoflle As far as it is poffibk^ 

have peace with all men. For this purpofe, hav- 
ing fummoned up fundry occaiions of SCHISM^ 
and valuing them with the beft judgment I 
could ; I flill ended with advice to all pofftbU 
accommodation and communion, one only excepted. 
Now certainly there could be no great harm ia 
the premifes^ where the cenclufion was nothing 
dfc but peace. 

0A€ 
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One of the ancient grammarians, delivering . 
the laws of a comedy fomewhat fcrupulouffy, 
thought Ntn poffi Ferrum nominare in Comedta^ 
fu tranfeat in Tragadiam ; that to name a fwerd 
in^iomedy^ was enough to fright it into a tra^, 
gedy. The very ibet/n I handled, caufed me ta 
fall on words qi dijftntion and noife and tumult^ 
^nd Jfirr : Yet I hope it is but an unneceflary 
fear, that the laft fcene being p/jf/, the dif- 
courfe will prove any other than coinical. 

To touch upon titx"^ jarlng firing in it, were 
too much to abufc )our Graces patience, of 
which once already you have been fo extraor- 
dinary liberal unto me. All that may feein to lie 
open to exceptiony I will comprize under iwt- 
heads ; within compafs of which, alt other pet- 
ty and inferior matters wilt eafily fall. The 
firfiy concerns my carriage towards anfi^ity\ 
the feconJy towards authority: Agaloft hik 
uhiihy I maybe foppofed totrefpafs* For the* 
fir/It I am thought to have been too fifa^p in* 
cenfuring antiquity, beyond that good refpe^ 
which is due unro it. In this point, my error/ 
if any be, fpranj from this*; thar taking aSiions 
to be x\itfruk by which men are to be judged; 
I judged of the ferf:fis by their aSftMS'^ and not 
oi anions by tht perfons from whom they pro* 
ccedcd. For, to judge of a^i^ns, hjperfns and 
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timtsj I have always taken it to be mod unnafu^ 
ral. Hence it is^ that having no good conceit 
(for I will fpeak the truth) of our rule by which 
we ceUbrate.tbe fiaji 9^ Eqftir \ (Firjfy becaofe 
'tis borrowed of Mofes^ without any warrant 
for ought I know: Secondly^ becaufe it is of no 
ufe ; for, which way is the fervice of God or 
man any jot more advanced by makiog that feallt 
wander betwixt day: and day, than by fixing it 
on one known day ? Thirdly^ becaufe it is ohfiun 
and intricate^ivff tchohis acquainting themfelves 
therewith, and there being nothing more ridi- 
culous thsin D'Jficilfs Nugay ufelefs intricacies- 
and obfcurities :) I could not wiih patience : 
fpeak gen^fy of thofe, who ufed fo {iaiay<and« 
contemptible an occafion, to the great diftur- 
bonce and rending of the churches ; and, in , 
maiDtenanceLOf a /«> and J!mple aretmny whichr 
i( is DO wajr bene£cial to preferve, to fall into^ 
that err or ^ than which thetnfelves every, wher^, 
t€ll iis thejre can .fcarcply.any> be. more, danger 
rous. 

Whereas in one point, fpeaking.of church- 
authority, I bluntly^ added, [which is none\} I 
QLuft acknowledge it was uncautioujly fpoken ; . 
and» being taken in a generality^ is falfe ; tbo* 
as it refers to the occafion which there I fall ^ 
uppn^.'tisXas I think.I nwy.f^fely fay) (nojl true. . 
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For church-authority^ that is, airihority refiding 
ID ccclefiaftical perfons, is either oi jurifdi^iin 
ia church caufes^ and matter cf fail ; or of did* 
fion in point of church quejiions^ and difputahU 
•pimon. As for iht firji \ in church -caufti or 
mutter of faSf^ ecclefiaftical pef fons in Cafes of 
their cognizance have the fume authority as any 
others have, to whom power of jurifdivSlion is 
committed. Their c^nfijlorles^ \\itix courts^ their 
determmationSy (land upon as warrantable evi- 
dencej as the decifions of ether benches andcoufis 
do. I count in point of deJfion cf church -qitef 
thnSi if I f^J of the authority of the churchy that 
it waiS mne \ I know no odvetfary that I have, 
the ehurcb rf R$mi only excepted. For this 
iaf9H9t be true^ except we make the church judgi 
$f€Mrwerfiis \ the contrary to which* we gene- 
rally maintain againft that church* Now U 
plainly appears, that upon this occadon I fpake 
it : For, beginning to fpeak of fchifm arifing by 
reafoQ' of ambiguous opinion, I brought in 
nakedly thofe words which gave occaHoa of 
offence \ which if I had fpoken with due quali- 
fication, I had not erred at all. Again, whereas 
I did too plainly deliver myfelf De Origine Do* 
minii, and denied it to be founded either in na- 
tun or in religion^ I am very well content to 
put off the decifion of this point till Blias comes, 
lo the mean time, whether it be true or falfe, 

let 
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let it pafs for my miftake ; for 'tis but a point 
of mere fpecuIatioD, which we fall upon when 
we ftudy Jri/ictlc's polifich ; and in common 
life and ufe, hath no place at all. For amhority 
is not wont to dtfpute \ and it goes but lazily on, 
when it muft defend itfclf by argument in the 
fchools. Whether dominion in CiviUbus^ or in 
Sacris be xria-a fcfr. or comet in by divine rights 
it concerns them to look to, who have dominioa 
tommittcd to them. To <ithers^ whofe duty it is 
to obey, (and to niyfelfzhovt all, who am bed 
contented to live and die a poor and private 
nsan,) it is a fpeculaiion mecrly ufelefs. Our 
Saviour queflions not HirotTs or j^ugujiui'z 
title 5 and confcfled that Pilate had his power 
ft9m ah^ve \ which yet we know came but by 
ieUgatlm from Tiberius Cafar, Let titles of 
honour and dominion, go as the providence of 
(jod will have ; yet quiet and peaceable men 
will not fail of their obedience. No more will f , 
of ought : fo be that Gtid and good cotifdence com- 
mand not the contrary. A higher degree of 
duty, I do not fee how any man can demand at 
my bands. For whereas the exception of good 
coTffcience^ (bunds ribt well with many men ; be- 
caafe oftentimes under that form, pertinaa and 
vnlfulnefi is fufpeded to couch itfelf : In this 
cafe» it concerns every man fincerely to know 
the truth of bis own heart, and fo accordingly 

15 



68 The Pillars of PkiESTCRAFr 
to determine of his own way, what/oever the-' 
judgment of his fujuriors be» or whaifoever event 
hcfal him. For fincc in cafe of confcience, miany 
times there is a jieceffity to fall either into the 
hands ofmen^ or into the hands of God \ of thofe * 
two, whether is the beft, I leave every particuv 
lar man to judge. Only I will add thus much : 
It is z, fearful thing to trifle with confdence : For 
moft aiTuredly, according unto /'/ a man fiiall^^ 
Hand or fall at the Jaft. » 

One tb§rn more there is, which I would, if I • 
might, pull out of. the foot of him, who fliall > 
tread upon that paper. For, by reafon of a paf- 
fage there, whereia I iharply talked epifcopd 
ambition^ I have been fufpedted by fome, into 
whofe hands that fcheduje fell before ever it . 
came ioywr 6r^f<!s view, that in my heart I did f* 
focretly lodge a maJigrtity zgSLin!\ the epifcopalar^ 
ier^ and that, under pretence of taxing the «n» . 
tttnts^ I fecretly lafticd at the pefeni tious^- 
What obedience I owe unto epifeopaljutifdiSiien^ 
I iiave already plainly and ilncerely opened unto - 
your Grace ; and my truft is, you do believe mei 
So that in that regard, I intend to fay .no more ; . 
and the very confideration of the things tbem^ 
felves which there I fpeak of, frees me from all' 
fufpicion of fecret gliding at the prefent. For I 
fpiike oifchifmi arifmg either ^ut oi plurality of 

bifhops 
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^tMlhcipf ia one diocds, or fupirisrity of bi/hops 
to fmifj dioceflcs : Bab thtfe are firaogers to 
.mors^ and prc^^er to the antient times; ihtfirft 
flrifif^ from the nomlinefs of the people, in 
wholk bands io thofe times the oomiaatioo of 
tifliops was; the ether ^ from fomewhat (whe- 
ther good or bad I know not) io the prioces then 
IfTiDg, who left the bi(hops to themfelves, (a- 
ffiODgwbom fonu there were no better than 
other meo,) and took no keep of the antieilt 
canons of the church, by which the limits, or* 
dtrs, and preeminences of all diocefles and pro* 
Tinces were fet* But $ur times have feen a prOf- 
4>eroas change : For the nomination of biibops 
(which was ibmetimes in the pe&pU) is now moft 
bajppily devolved into the princess hand, together ' 
with the care of the prefervation of the bounds 
of t»(hops fees, and antient titles of precedency. 
So that now, fince that happy change, for weU 
near one hundred years, we have had no eyperi' 
ence of any fuch miforders; neither are we 
likely bereafter to fear any, (o long as fo good^ fo 
moderate, to gractous a royal hand (hall.hold the 
ficm : which God grant may be either in hiiB) 
^r hls^ till timo^ be no more. 



A 

SERIOUS ENQ^UIRY 

INTO THE 

USE and IMPORTANCE 

O F 

External Religion. 

OCCASIONED BY 

Some Paflages in the Right Reverend the 
Lord BISHOP x)f DURHAM'S 

Charge to the Clergy of that Diocefe^ 

At his Lordfliip's Primary Vi/itation in the 
Year moccli, 

Humbfy addreffed to iis Lordjhip.. 

■I 

I cannot but hold trath more ancient than error; 
every thing to be firmed upon it*s own bottom i and 
all novelties in the church to be heft confuted by 
(hewing how far they caufe it to deviate from the 
firft original Twysdin's Wft. Hnifuation 9/th 

Church -e/EvQLAnD . 



Firfi printed in the Year 1752, 
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Part rfa Letter written to the AutL r, tela- 
the to tbefuhjeS of the fe papers. 

I Have, as you recommended to me, con- 
fidered Mr. TVarhurtori% * comment 
., oa 1 77/71. IV. 8, and agree with him 
that the ho'dily exerdfi there fpoken of has re- 
ference to the ritual obfervances of the Jews ; but 
whether to thofe nlone^ as that learned gentle- 
man's argument feeros to me ' to require, I ani 
not fo clear. 

There are two conftruftions of the words 
ir^of iXiyoy^ either of which will indeed imply 
t;hat no other but Jewiflif exercifes arc there 
intended. 

1. The word y^^ovov may be underftood, 
and then the fenfe will be, as in the margin of 
our tranflation, for a little tlmi, that is to fay, 
for fo long, and no longer than the Mcfaic in- 
fiitnte continued in force. Or, 

2. Ilf o; iXiyou may mean in feme degree^ that 
Is, fo far as bcdily exircife has the promife of this 

♦ Divine Legation, book v. fcdl. 6, page 470, of 
the fecond edition. 

VOL. IV. D Ife. 
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Ufe. Thefe circumftaaces, out of ail doubPt, 
make this hodily /xfr^^ peculiar tothe^oc^ 
dirpcDfatlon. 

But theo, if the profitaHttufs of ritual obfiro^ 
*cfuii vas to determine with that part of the 
law which enjdned them, or if it was to ceai^ 
when the promife of this lift was fuperfeded by 
the heiter promifes of the gofpel (as is ceruinlj^ 
the cafe, if the apoftle is to be underflood as 
above) I cannot fee the reafon why «« there 
*' muft meds be fome [ritual fihfervances] under 
•* the gofpel wherever there is a ChriAiaa 
** church," as Mr. IV. holds j unlefs fuch oh- 
fisrvances are either derived, 

1.) From fome plain and pofitive inflitntlonof 
divine appointment*; fince, if fuch things are no 
longer profitable by any virtue naturally belong-^ 
log to them, and have none fuperadded .by 
divine authority^ the CbriAian -church caoliave 
BO reafon for enjoining them : in that cafe the 
Chriftiaa church, teaching for di^rines the com* 
mandments of men^ would fall into condemna* 
tion. Or, 

2.) If the profitablenefs of rites, be they moBe 
^r fewer, in the Chriftian church be derived 
from fome gimral expedience in the things them*- 
felves (as I am inclined to underftapd the 

apoftlf '• 
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apofQe*8 words) there may thea be left fame 
room for boman iojaQ^ioDf of the ritual kiiid» 
limited; hj tbg $^t of edifying : But then we 
Auft take the b§dify exini/i here mentioned ia 
a Uupger fenfe, and not underftaod it of the 
Jtmjb ordinances exdalive of others ; and 
whether that will futt the interpretation Mr« 
W. gives of the latter part of the verfe, I aoi 
not qaite fatisfied. 

I expert you will fay that Mr. W. by ritual 
obfervances in the Chriftian church, muft be 
nnderftood of fuch as are appointed in the 
gofpdi the divine wifdom being the belt judge 
<:if whatb either neceflfary or expedient for the 
church in any period ; and, I fuppofe, when 
"we meet) you will a(k me for fome account of 
this general expedience I talk of. For Mr. W. 
I pretend not to anfwer y and for myfdf (halt 
"only offer, that poffibly there may be fome 
inftrumentality in human rites towards edifi- 
^cation, and that fuch inftrumentality may be 
' ^verified by their effects and operations upon 
particular perfons, though you and I may have 
no experience of the like. 

However, I own, my notions of this e^pe* 

£ence are but very obfcure and confufed ; 

nor am I much enlightened by the epifcopal 

D a charge 
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charge you menciooed to me rome time ago^ 
and which was pat into my haods* thii mom* 
iQg, with a Tery high charafier, by my 
neighbour Mr. • « • ♦, Perhaps hit lord- 
ibip*i doctrine might have the left weight with 
ynff for ha?iog /$ much in the adverfiiries 
fcak. • . • 



Fcbraary 7th, 1752. 
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A Serious Inquiry, &c. 

MY LORD* 

WHEN I firft pcrofedyour lordfliip's 
charge^ I could not but think fome 
paflages in it, particularly in the 13th and the 
three following pages, liable to many juft ob- 
jcfiions. 

My conjeftnre was, that the papifts, ever 
watchful to countenance their fuperAicion, by 
pointing out the remnants of it yet unpurged out 
of our church, and to make their advantage of 
tie conceffions of fome of our unwary divines, 
would certainly lay their finger upon what your 
lordOiip has advanced concerning the import- 
ance of ixternal religion. 

Still this was but my conjcflure, which alone 
* would never have afforded me fufficient reafons 
for troubling your lordfhip or the public on any 
occafion : But having now the misfortune to find 
them verified by a ftrenuous recommendation of 
this very charge from a zealous and bigot ted pa- 
pift to a worthy proteftant gentleman (both in 
my own neighbourhoodj your lordfhip and the 

• The lord biftiop of Z)</r/•^Iw, to whom this letter 
was addrefTed, was Dr. Jof'^if Butler" 

D 3 reafon- 
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rcafonable part of the public will, I truft, excufe 
me for dropping all other refpefls but what are 
due to my religioo and alfegiance, till I liave 
freely declared my fentimeDt& of the dangerous 
tendency of your lord (hip's doftrine contained 
in the j^alTages above referred to. 

Your lordftirp, having told your clergy, p. 13. , 
•• That their chief bufmefs is to endeavour to 
'* beget a praAical fenfe of religion upon^the 
" hearts of the people, as what they acknowledge 
•* th^ir belief of, and profefs they ought to con* 
'' form themfelves to," proceeds to fay, «* and 
*' this is to be done by keeping up, as we arc 
** able, the form tind face of religion with de- 
*^ cency and reverence, and in/tub a d^ree as 
•« to bring the thoughts of religion ofiin ta 
** their minds \ and then endeavouring to make 
•' this form more and more fubfervient to pro- 
** mote the reality and power of it." 

The' your lordfhip's expreffion in this paflagc 
is not very clear, yet the fubfequent parts of the 
difcourfe lead us to underftand your lordftip 
feere of the clergy's endeavours in their public 
miniftrations : and thereupon to remark, that the 
clergy of the church of England have no way 
of keeping up the form znd face of religion any 
efiner^ or in zny ether degree^ than is direfted by 
theprefaibed order of the church; nor can they, 

I ap- 
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I apprchcod, cootrive to make ibisform min cr 
U/s fabfervient to promote the resiitj amdp&wtr 
9freligiomy beyond the commoa operation of the 
form itfelf : and what that may be we (hall ha¥e 
occaGon to coniider by and by. 

There are indeed Tome methods of keeping np 
%e form and faci of religion in uje with fome 
clergymen of oar church (tho*, I think, batfew) 
which are not preforibed in our eftabliflied rituali 
fach asy bowing to the Eaft^ taming the face 
to that quarter in repeating the creeds, dipping 
%e finger^in water, and therewith croffing the 
child's forehead in baptifm ; and fome others of 
the like fort : But, that your lord(hip means to 
encourage any thing of this >cind by the degree^ 
10 which you would have ^\%form zxAface of 
religion made mvn and mart JtAfirvitnt^ &c. I 
cannot be perfuad^d; 

A late eminent and pious prelate, well (killed - 
lA the ritual of the church of England^ hath told' 
tis that *' altho' our church claims a power (in- 
^ common with other national churches) to «r- 
•' daim^ change^ and aholijb ceremonUs or rites^ or-* 
*• dainidmly 6y man*s auihbrity^ fi that all things 
*« hi dam to idifying [art. 34.] yet of this idi^ 
^^^fying (he docs not allow or make zxx^hijhop^ 
*^ par fin ^ or curato to be the judge, but has tied 
« them down to certain rtt/#i— the.r«*r/Vi.of 
D 4, « thic 



8o ^'he Pillars of Priestcraft 

*« the common- prayer, which are alfo now oon- 
«• firmed by the laws of the land— Whofoever 
•' does Irfs [than is prefcribed in thefc rubrics'] 
•* is an offender ; whoever does mdre^ is an wi^- 
*^ z-atcr, and does it without authority, and is 
«' fitter to,\>Q punijhed than/^//a«Y^ ♦," &c. 

But, as I have little inclination, and leFs au- 
thority, to put a conflrnAion upon your lord- 
ihip's words inconfiAent with fo pilain d date of 
the cafe, for no better reafon than becaufc I 
canfiot udderftand them myfelf in any other, I 
am obliged to leave them under their prefent 
ambigtrity, and pafs on to fomething more ia^ 
telligible. 

*' The form of religion," continues your 
Iord(hip» ** may indeed be where there is little 
<< of the thing itfelf ; but the thipg itfelf can- 
*^ not be preferved amoogd mankind without 
<« the form/* 

Which may be very true if your.lordfliip 
mt2iXks\h^'PagaTii iht. Mahimetan^ the Raman 
CathoUck thing called religion : Take away the 
y^r^n from, the religion of any of thefe, and yon 
cffcftually deftroy the thing itfelf: But, furcly,. 
your lordftiip, on fecond thoughts, will not ex« 
tend this maxim to the Chriftian religion. 

* Bp. Flietivood^ svforksy fol. 17J7. p. 722. 

The 
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The ChriAiaa religion was revealed and dif- 
peoied, as we are taught, to make mankiod happy 
both here and hereafter ^ we are farther taaght 
that the circumfiaoces of this religion, without 
thefpirit or power of it, will have no efficacy to 
procure this happincfs : Now one or more parti- 
cular chriAiaos may befo fituatedthat theyr^n- 
noi have the hinefit of xhtfo*m [the public form^ 
of which your lordfhip is now fpeaking.] Ap- 
ply your lordfhip's premiflTes to the cafe of fuch 
people, and the confequence will be^ that they 
can have no religion amongft them. 

How different are the fentiments of the great 
and good archbiihop Ttllotfon, His opinion was, 
that a man may be a very religious and good 
chriflian, ^* who quietly^ and without any noifi 
** and iiv^/r minds xhe/uh/lantialpzns of religion, 
** and is truly devoted towards God, juft and 
'*^ peaceable, and charitable towards men > meek 
'' aod'^humble and patient, kind and friendly 
«* even to thofc that differ from him." — Yet 
fuch a one, he tells us, *' fhall hardly efcape 
** being cenfur'd for a lukewarm, /^r/n^/, moral 
•* man deftitute of the grace of God and of the 
V f^Wir of godlinefs * :" — But why unfuud ? 

why 

* Sermons, 8vo. c.llt. 17.13. pag;. 464c, vo]. X. 

J iet ^own this jull as 1 find it printed, but cannot 

imagine how the word \formar\ got into the fentence. 

I dare fay |he archbiihop did not put it there, as^r- 

D ^ ttta/iiy 
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why for no reafon imagtoable unlefs it is — <* be- 
<* caufe the ^tfw/r of godlinefs caDDOt be prefer- 
« ved amongft maDkind without thej^rmx and 
«« circumftances of it." 

But, I am afraid your lord/hip will have a 
greater authority ftill to encounter, even our blef-*' 
fed Saviour himfelf, between whom and a certaia 
woman of &m«r/tf there was once fome difcourfe 
concerning this very point, vt%. The refpeAive 
value of the form and ^ower of religion : Our 
Lord's words are remarkable. Jesvs faith unip 
heVy Womany believe me^ the hour conuth^ when yg 
fiall neither in this mouatam, nor yet ai }ftx\xb\&m^ 
worjhip the Father* Ye worjhip ye l^now not what 
[i. e. according to your own inventions], ui^ifftfu; 
what we worjhip iforfalvation is of the Je^s, But 
the hour cometh, and now is, when the true wor* 
Jbippersjhall worjhip the. Father [not at Jerufalem^ 
or in this or that mountain, but] in Spirit, and- 
i«.Tru.th \for the Father feeketh fuch to worjhip 
him. God />tf Spirit, and they that worjhip 
Him, muft worfhlp in Spirit, and m Truth.. 
John iv. 21, &c 

Gan your Ibrdfhip pick your propofitioD,^ vi±^. 
•* That the thing itfelf [religion] cannot be. 

put 'ity belongs to the charaflcr oppofi'e to that-he i» 
here defcribing; and indeed is itfelf oppofite to .the 
other terms of reproach there mentioned* 

" prefcrved^ 



^* pitTervcd aoxKig mankiod without ihtfirmi! 
oot of tbcTe words, or out of any other words 
in the new teftament i £k> they not rather moll : 
evidently and exprefly declare that true religi§n 
fhaU be prefenred, and true wwjhipers fought and ^ 
accepted by God. mthout any.regfird.to forms * 
atalir 

Your lordSiip probably may fuggeft (whftt 
has often been (aid and repeated upon occaiiba 
of handliog thiaf fubjeft) th&t '« it \% the utmoft 
** extravagance and enthufiafm to fuppofe that 
^^ oar Saviour intended to exclude allfyrms from i 
*^ religion, feeing that he himfelf inftituted tuui ^ 
**^yirjwj at leaft." To. which I anfwcr: 

1. That the forms inftitti ted by our Saviour^ . 
arc one thing, and they^r^ zaiform of religion, , 
fp'oken of by your lord(hip> c\}x\\t another -^ ifiC' 
18. not fo, your lordftiip Qiould have told us. If 
your lordlhip only means, •* that the evangelical ' 
^* thipg . called religion, cannot be prcfcrved ' 
cctamongft mankind without the evangelical 
**• forms," lurely it was very needlefs to refer 
to the Heathens, the Turks ^ and the Papift$ in j 
this behalf.! I ^nfwer : : 

2. I receive and comply with the forms infti- 
tnted by Chriji, with the utmoft reverence ; and i 
fqr .the reft, I am of opinion with the excellent ' 

I>..6 . prelate u 



^4 ^^ Pillars of Priestcraft 
prelate already citrf, viz. *• Wc mnft boI bt 
<* rude, nor do any thiog that k Aatorally iade- 
<* cent in the woTftii^ oF God; this auihirity 
*• ftiould rejlrain\ l>ul farther thanthis^ I doubt 
■" not but the gefpel hath left w/rei**' But 
what h it to be left free m thi^ re^eft, bat juft 
to pay lefs or more regard to human forms, as 
weaie inclined, without laying any ftrefs upon 
them, or giving them any importance^ in the af- 
fair of religion \ But to anfwer more punflu- 
ally: 

I very much queftion whether your lord- 
(hip's pofition will be found true, even the' th*« 
forms inftituted by our Lord himfelf (honld be 
taken into the account. We have among us, as 
your lordfiiip knows, a feftof»f/w/Wchriftiana 
called ^akersy who make ufe of neither of the 
two terms above mentioned. Will your lord- 
/hip fay that thefe men ** have no religion pre- 
*' ferv;2d amongft them ?" It is more than I dare 
affirm, becaufe they tell me very ferioufly that 
^* they have a fplritual baptifm, and zfpiritual 
*^ commuDicn, by which they are firmly perfuad- 
" cd they fulfil the command of Chrift as effcc- 
*' tuaily as we do, who pra<?iifetheyi?r»7tf/ rites 
" according to the verbal inftitution.'* In which, 
tho* I thank they arc miflaken, and that I could 

^ • Jbid. vol. Vlil. pag. 371?; 

dif- 
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di^R>V€ fhetal^ ycti darenotcoodema them, as 
I eertaia!y ftoold do by feyiog that they have 
no rdigratt f refeired amoagft them. To thchr 
tywn mafterthey rnnft ftand or fall for me. In the 
mean ttme I obferve amoDg the members of this 
fociely much fefioufnefs of deportment, bene- 
voleDce of heart, and a fobriety and cirenm- 
fpcdioQ in their manners and converfation, not 
only extremely edifying in itfelf, but extremely 
full of tacit reproach to certain chriftians with 
mon religions forms. All this they afcribe to the 
influence and operation of the good fpirk of 
God, agreeably to the Scripture-accounts: And 
if among this people (who have too their religi- 
ous woffhlp in public afTemblies) there is rn 
religion preferved^ we muft, I verily think, abide 
no longer by the gofpel-rule, but judge both 
men and things hereafter not by ihtw fruits^ but 
by their y^rwj, 

Yourlordfliip, having ftated this ncceflary and 
cfTeniial connexion between ihtfcrm of religloa 
and the thing itfelf, goes on to fay : '< And this 
•* form frequently occurring, xnfome inflance or 
•* other of it, will be z frequent admonition to bad 
<« men to repent ; and to good men to grow bet- 
<< ter ; and alfo be a means of their doing fo/' 
fag. 14, 

Hardly, 
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Hardly, my lord, if the good archbi(hAp asv • 
derftood the cafe, who fays the^pfpel left us free . 
£as above] << to Che end that the /f/} we are tied' 
•• to ixUrnalohfirvancis^ (he more iniintVitiiiovAi, 
^ be upon the fpiritualznA fuhftantial p^rts of 
'^ religion, the. coofoHniog ourfelves to the 
*< mind andwiU of .God» eadearouring to belike 
^« unioGon, and to have ov^x fouls wnAfpirits 
*< engaged in thofe duties we performio.bim :'^ 
Which certainly was np good policy in the gofv- 
pel, liilit form aod/tfr#. of religion has a tendeor 
cy .to beget a: pra£Hjcal fenfe of it uppn mens . 
hearts; and a greater tendency in proportion to • 
the //^^tt^/ .occurrence of i\As face ox form in 
fime inftaqce or other.init J i.. e. if in. every 
fuch occurrence it is an admonition to. had men - 
to repent, &c. Bad men ^are fo greatly indifpofr 
ed tp put themfelves in the way of fuch adm^ni^ 
iiottSj or to apply them, whenever or however 
they occur, that it feems quite neceflary they . 
fhoujd.b^ tied to. them, whenever iheijr opera- . 
tions are fo prominng. 

And therefore, if, as archbifhop 77//i9//3« hath i 
flatcd the cafe, men are left free as to the faa 
znAform of religion, the prefumption fecms to t 
. b^, that ihc face and form of religion is either 
wholly void, of, or at leaft much .lefs conncfted ■: 
with iheffirit and power of it, thaq your Jord- 
(bip*s dodirine would make it. 
♦ Ibid. 

S ; Nor.. 
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Nor indeed will it be found, apoa eximioa- 
lioa, that the archbifliop hath at all miTrcpFe- 
Ceated the gofpel in this matter. 

From our Lord we learn how apt the rtUgU 
mufsrmsj i§£lrines^ and traditiens^ of men are to 
make the cmimandmmts ^ God sf r,§ effecJ. 
Matth.xr, i— 21. MariYii. i, &c. From St. 
PiatJf that obferrances of this kind had, inftead 
cffirwarJimg, greatly ohftrueitd his miniftry a- 
Bong the GalManSy chap. iv. 9, 10, 11. and in 
his epUlle to the Cal^ffiansy chzp. ii. 20, 21, 22. 
The fame apoWe fpeaks of ordinances after tie 
iommandments anddodfrines efmen^ as means and 
expedients of men living in the world: that is, 
living a mere carnal andfecular life.* 

* I am not forgetful that our divines, in their con- 
troverfy iivith the diifenters about ceremonies, have 
alledged, that Reforms and ceremonies abolifhed or 
condemned by Qhrifi and his apoJlLs, wcie cither, 
!• Such as were riutimental or element My, and peculiar 
to the Mfait fyftem : or 2. Such ns were in them- 
iclves idolatroas or at leaft fuperititious: But if it 19 
confidered what a variety of forms are fpcciHed in the 
ieveral paiTages commonly referred to ; as ^uin tepe* 
titiwh iOMg prayers y long gurmefits, luafiin^ of cup\ 
€$^Mrat§i fi^iftSt •h/ervafion of ti.i)s, alftineuce from 
meafSf &c. it may- not perhaps be fo eafy to avail our- 
ielves of this dillindion as is commonly imagined: 
For my own part, I have a!>v2:y8 confidered tho re- 
proof in the gofpel as extending to mere human doc- 
trines and commandmerts refpeAing re.ij;ioi> in gc- 
Bend : if I am wrong (which is very f .cfUblc j 1 will 
be thankful to him who wlil fet me li^iit. 

To. 
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To this agrees the experience of rA^ir^Z/'m^ 
m ail ages and coantries, both before and finct 
the promulgation of ChriftiaDityj who haveob- 
ierved that the number^ variety^ zui, frequent oc- 
currence of forms in religion ha?e been confider- 
cd by the gimrality as commutations or compoji-- 
tions for their vices and iniquities ; as fomething 
fuhflitutid in lieu of repentance, and difpeofiog, 
from time to time, with the thing itfelf: And 
accordingly, ever fince the gofpel hath confirm- 
ed this obfervation by its fuperior evidence, 
wife, and good, and reafonable men have com* 
plained of the number and frequency of tonns in 
religion, as loads and incambrances upon true 
Chrifllan edification j and not feldom intimated 
that they were too often fnares and traps to the 
fecular and fecure finner, as well as fometimes 
to better men ; teaching them to depend upon 
a virtue, and expeft an influence from form'sj 
which (as they have ir not) they cannot impart. 
How things may be altered fo, as to aiake this 
zfca/cnabie dodlrine only at certain timesj as 
your lordftiip hath thought fit to fuggeft,^tf^. 
1 6. we (hall have occafion to confider when that 
paflage comes to be examined in its cou^fe. 

Your lordfhip's next obfervation is, tha- 
** That, which men have accounted religion i' 
" the fcvcral courttries in the world, generall 
8 ** fp«aj 
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^* fpeakiog, has had a great and confpicuous part 
** ia tM public of pearancei^ and \htfaceoi\l been 
*' kept up with great reverence throughout all 
** ranks from the higheft to the lowed ; not only 
^' upon occafional folemnhies, but alfo ia the 
*' daily courfe of behaviour." 

In giving jnftances of this, it is remarkable 
that your lord(hip has only mentioned the «.»?- 
dent Ragdfty the Mahometan^ and the Roman-ca* 
tkolick religions, wholly omitting the Jeuifi^ 
which undoubtedly had as great and z^ccnfpicuous 
a party as well in all public appearances as in all 
ordinary tranfaAions, as any of them. Now, 
had yoor lordfliip fpecified, or in the gentled 
terms referred, to xht great ^nd confpicuous pvixts 
of tbye Mo/aic inflltute, it muft have immediate* 
ly occurcd to the hearer or the reader, that the/e 
great aad coofpicuous parts were a£tually and 
czprefly-abolilhed by CM/tj and his difciples 
tajoiaed from thenceforward to lay the great 
firefs of religion upon worfhipplngGoD infpirit 
*0d in truth. 

It ia true, your lordfliip, at a convenient di- 
Aaoce, has made mention of the Jiws^ but in 
what manner^ and with what propriety, fliall be 
coQiidered by and by. 

Iq the mean time, my lord, permit me to 
aflc, what fellowfliip hath Chrift with Belial, the 

Turk^ 
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Tur^j or the Pope f Hardly fo^ much-.as he had 
^lih Mofes. What help then can your lord- 
(hip's argument receive from thefe inftaDces, 
uolefs your lordfhip could prove that tbo forms, 
in thefe tbre« fyflems had and have a greater 
tendency to beget pra£Vical religion in the hearty 
or were more effectual admonitions to bad men 
to repent, or to good men to grow better, thaa 
the forms in other rituals I How the cai&ftaQda 
in that refpeft) let us aow inquire* 

^< In the heathen world their fuperftition was 
*« the chief fiibjeft of ftatuary, fculptore, paint- 
*^ ing and poetry. It mix'd ilfelf with bufine(s» 
<' civil forms, domeftic entertainments» and 
«< every part of common TUt.!' 

Good my lord, what is all this to Q9 Chrifti-P 
ans ? Will any man fay to us. Go ye and do like* 
wife ? Should a majqutrade iii the Hay^marttt 
be adver^ifed in honour ef the nativity^ or a ball 
at Ranelagh to commemorate the afcenfion^ what 
would be thought of your lord(hip's bench if 
they did not to a man remonftrate loudly agahift 
it? A traveller would hardly now a days be> 
deemed void of fuperftition, even by the mo- 
derate papifts, who (hould pack up among kit 
uec.eOaries a crucifix or a madona of exquifite* 
^ulpturei vifith a de^igi^ to pay his devotions to 
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it on foch folemnities as might fall out dariog 
hisjournqr*? 

All, thepefore, that, I conceive, your lordfhip 
can bnild apon this fad, is, that *« though the 
*< rites themfelves were faperftitious, yet might 
<* they ftill have a good tffcd io bringiDg the 
'* thoughts of reli^on to mens minds, and in 
** bang fubfendent to promote the reality and 
<< pffwer of it/' To which I would humbly 
anfwer : 

I. That the reality and power of heathenifm 
VrsLS Uttle worth promoting by any means : and 
what the philofophy of thofe times and countries 
contributed towards the bettering of the humaa 
heart, was founded upon principles (as I doubt 
Dot but your lordfhip wery well knows) which 

* Merem mibi baheoy quoqu$ earn, fimulachrum all" 
enfus Dei inter Hbellos conditum geftare ; eique diebus 
Feftis Tburg H Mtro {ff aliquaudo f^iSimis fufp uare ; 
iays Apuliiut^ [Apolog. pag. 296. Lugd. Bat. 1623] 
at a time when pagamTm had received its finifbine 
touches from the refining Platonifls. The learned 
Mr. Wm'hwcion has fuggeiied, on very compeient evi- 
dence, that jlpu eiush adverfary was a Chriftian ; this 
evidence is founded on the remarkable contraft be- 
tween the two men in point of re'vennce for rehg-oui 
f9rms\ theufe and valqe of which a whole college 
of J"!*^*^ could not fet forth with more elegance* 
pertmance, or colour of reafon, than is done in this 
apology. 

derive 
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derive little honour to the popular religion and 
forms of wor(hip. 

2. That I am very credibly informed by the 
teflimonjf of St. Paul and St. Peter, that the 
heathen fuperflition had no fuch good efieft. 
The former of thefe apoftles, writing to the 
Ephejiansy fays that the unconverted Gentiles uv//^- 
ed in the vanity of their minds^ having the under'- 
Jianding darkened^ being alienated frpm the lifb 
OF God, through the ignorance that was in them^ 
hecaufe of the hlindnefi of their heart: and that 
being pafl feeling, they gave thcmfelves o^vtr unto 
lafcivioufnefs, to work ail uncUannefs with greedU-^ 
nefs. Chap. iv. 17, 18, 19. 

And left it fhould be thought that thefe Gen* 
tiles might be no regular obfervers of forms^ the 
fame apoftle fpeakingof ^/^^r Gentile's who were 
earried away unto dumb idols, even as they were 
lid (that is to (ay, who were under all the in* 
fluencc of idolatry, and confequently parties ia 
all the forms and fuperflitions of it) fays of 
them, that they vneiefornUators^ adulterers, if* 
feminate, abufers of themfehes with snankind^ 
thieves, covetous, drunkards, revilers, extortioners^ 
I Cor. xii. 2. and chap. vl. 9, 10, ii. 

The time fajl of our life, fays St. Peter, may 

Juff'Ce us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, 

when 
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fvhin ♦ Wi walked in lafcivhufnefsy luftsy exeefi of 
Mfiiy revellifigs, banquetingSt and abominable Ido- 
latries : Wherein they think itjlrange that you 
Tuknatnuiihthemt^tbe/ameixcefsofriot. i Pet. 
Chap. 17. 3, 4. 

This jtcftimony of the apoftle Peter is the 
more conCderable, as it proves that thefe Gen- 
tiles were not only under no reftraints in thefe 
criminal excefles from the forms of their own 
religion, bat even wondered there fhould be any 
other religion! which prohibited the fame fort of 
licentipufnefs : and this was indeed a refledUoa 
that would naturally occur to thofc, who laid fo 
much ftrefs on the form and face of what they 
accounte<( religion^ as to mix It with luftnefsj ci» 
vil formij diverfton^^ Sec. So much of the face 
zni form could have no other cffcH but to ex- 
tiogui(h the fpirit and power of religion, even 
where the principles of it were much better. 

* There is no reafon for tranflating this paflage by, 
nve ivalked ; the participle ctrE^o^cv/xsMff no more 
Agrees with ifMf than with fiOy<t'> : and Peter himfelf 
never thus walked : and cho' the apoftle might con- 
defcf nd tp rank himfelf with thofe who had in fome 
i^tgx%t ^wrought the w/V/^/i'^ Gentiles heretofore, 
yet would he hardly charge himfelf with thefe fpeci- 
fical crimes. It would therefore, perhaps, be better 
to rendfcr it indefinitely, <u;/&f ha've lAjalked: in the 
J^0/$/ edition of the Greek Teflament, 15439 inflead 
of viaro^cvfASMf;, it is «;opii/o/xf vu? ; and Cwcellaus (per- 
haps on better authority) hath put this among his 
various readings. If this latter is the true reading, 
the walking is limited to the Gentiles only. 

Let 
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Let us now fee whether what the Mahtm* 
ians acconot religion does any more for them. 
« They," your lordlhip obferves, « arc obliged 
<^ to (hort devotioQ^ fir^ times between morDiog 
«* and evening." 

To this obfervation I will take the liberty to 
fubjoin a larger portrait of this people and their 
religion, drawn by the hand of a moft elegant, 
candid and fenfible writerj and a clergyman of 
the church of England. 

«« Their [the Mahomitan} religion is framed 
" to keep up great outward gravity and folem- . 
«« nity, without begetting the Icaft tinfture of 
*< wifdom or virtue in the mind. You flxall 
«• have them at their hours of prayer (which are 
*^four2i day always) addreffing themfelves to 
** their devotions with the moft folemn and cri-^ 
*< tical waihings, always in the moft piblic 
** places, where moft people are paffing^ with 
<* moft lowly and moft regular proftrations, and 
<^ a hollow tone ; which are amongft them the 
** great excellencies of prayer, I have feen 
«* them, in an affefted charity, give money to 
<^ bird-catchers (who make a trade of it) to re- 
«< ftore the poor captives to their natural liber- 
-<* ty ; ahd at the fame time hold their own flaves 
«^ in the heavieft bondage. And at other times 
<^ they will buy flefli to relieve indigent dogs and 

«» cat*: 
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^'cats: and yetcurfcyoa with famiac and pcf- 
^ tilcDCCy ftod all the moft hideous execrations, 
^ iQ which way chefe eaAein nations have cer- 
^* Cainly the moit exquifxce rhetoric of any peo- 
^' pie upon earth. Tliey know hardly any 
«< pleafare but that of the tixth fcnfe. And jtt 
<< with all this, they are incredibly conceited of 
*' their own religion, and contemptuous of that 
«< of others : which I take to be the great arti- 
•« ficc of the devil to keep them his own. They 
<* are a.perfe<9 vlHble comment upon our blef- 
•* fed Lord's defcripcion of the Jewi/h pharifccs. 
^ In a word, luft arrogance, covetoufnefs, and 
** the moft exquiHte hypocrify complete their 
^* charafter. The only thing that ever I could 
** obferve to commend in theno, is the outward 
«• decency of their carriage, the profound re- 
*• fpeft they pay to religion and to every thing 
*' relating to it, and their great temperance and 
*• frugality */' For which two moral virtues 
ihe hiftorian may perhaps be thought to have 
fafficiently accounted without having recouffe 
to the influence of iheir religious/crOTJ. 

Here my lord, we fecm to have every thing 
^uifite to the efficacy <jf forms; here is great 
gravity and folemnity df appearance, conftancy 

* Mr. Maundnn firft letter to Mr, OJhrn of Ex* 
gar College, at the end of his Joarney from AUfpo to 
. Jcrt/alim^ 

and 
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and regolarity of performance, frequeocyof oc- 
girroDce, with a mixture of rdigioo in m^t if 
DQt a/l parts of common life ; and what is the* 
cofifeqaence i Not the lead tindure of wifdi^m' 
or virtue b^got in the mind ; an afFeded charl- 
ty» indeed, for. birds and beads, but the ex<- 
tremeft cruelty to the human kind ; a decent 
refpeft for their own religion, but a petul^t 
contempt for ^#0^ religion but their own s and' 
horrid exeg-atioQS denounced .i^pon thofe who 
profefs any.other. The hearts of thefe men, fo 
lowly, fo folemn, fo punAual and (o critical in, 
their devotions, are flill the receptacles of luft, 
arrogance, avarice^ and the mod exquidte hy« 
pocrify. 

Prom the 7«r)f J then your lordfliip's argu- 
ment can receive no aid ; perhaps we may fuc- 
ceed better among the Roman CathoHcks. — ** In 
" Roman Caiholick countries, people cannot pafs 
'*a day without having religion recalled tp 
*• their thoughts by fome ot other memorial of 
" it; by fome ceremony or public religious 
'* form occurring in their way: befides their 
" frequent holidays, the ftiort prayers they are 
'^ daily called to, and the occafional devotions 
<• enjoined by confeflbrs," 

This, my lord, is the padage, which (taken 
along with your lordfeip's pofitions above laid 

down)- 
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down) mzj wdl give occaGon of triumph to the 

papftsy and of grief and rereotmeat to all good 

chriSians and troe proteftants : For if true re- 

' n^on cannot be preferred amoDg men without 

fsmu I znAM tbi frtquint occurrencs ef ferrns in 

f§me inftance cr ether^ mffjrdfo many adrnmithnt 

t§ bad mm U repent^ and ta gccd men tc grew htt^ 

/cT, the confeqnence maft be, that the Rom:Jh 

religion, having more of thefe iirflaDces and mere 

frequent occurrences of form?, is better than 

other religions, which have fewer of thefe in- 

fiances and occurrences. 

Nor is any thifig faved by the intervention of 
the Pagans and Turks^ as if your lordfhip in- 
tended we fhould make no other ufe of the Ro^ 
man Catho/icks than of the other two ; what your 
lordfhip h^d called fyper/tition in the former, 
becomes in this period, religion, and reli- 
gious FORMS, which the papifls pretending, in 
their fyftem, to conncft with Chriftianity, and 
your lordihip giving no hint that this is no more 
than a pretence, a plain reader mud needs take 
this as fpoken by your lordfhip of the means and 
memorials of true religion, and will accord- 
ingly confider thefe as recommended to his 
prance and imitation. 

Here it is likely your lordOiip may remon- 
Arate, and fay, that you have exprefly diftin- 
, VOL. IV. E gui(hed 
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gui(h£d the fuperftitloH of the Roman Catholieks 
from their religion in the very next words. The 
words arc thefc. •• By these means" [L c^ 
by thefe meaiorials, ceremonies, public religions 
forms, frequent holidays, (hort prayers and dc* 
motions enjoined by confeflbrs] " their fuper- 
^^ fiitioQ finks deep into the minds of the 
^< people, and [by thefe means] their religion 
'^ alfo into the minds of fuch among them as 
** are ferious and well difpofed.*' 

But if your lordftiip holds with the church 
of England^ (as I muft needs believe you do) that 
the memoriahy ceremonies^ &c. of popery arc yi- 
perjliiious ztidfond things, the pmans and the 
fuperjlition^ in that cafe, are one and .the fame 
thing, and to be confldered in this fentencc no 
otherwife than as a common and convenient 
vehicle of religion, neceflary to Jink it deep int§ 
the minds of the ferious and well^-difpopd* 

And does your lordfhip think, lifaper/iition be 
once allowed to do this good fervice for true 
religion, that it would not quickly lofe that in- 
vidious name, and be called (as indeed it would 
well deferve) by the more refpe^lable appellation 
oinecejfary and import ant exUrnals f And then 
who would not lament the fate and the folly of 
unhappy England for throwing fo many of thefe 
val^j^ble memgrials to the m^4s and to the iatts f 

Who 
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"Who wottid not deplore her bKndaefs in beiog 
gaided by a rule of faith and edificatioD M^hlch 
gives her authority to treat theft tnemorials, and 
«very thing like onto them, in the very manner 
file has done ? 

I am aot, my lord, of the number of thofc 
who deny to any people their juft coromenda- 
tions in the regular pra£lice and reverend pro* 
feflion of their religion, becaufe it differs from 
mine. But, to fpeak my heart's thoughts, I 
cannot afford to beflow any more or any other 
praife on the papijis^ than Juft what the ingeni- 
ous Mr. Maundrell above-cited hath given to 
tht Turks^viz, That, generally fpeak i ng, ^7 pr«- 
fwnd rejpe^ is paid by them to their cwn fort of 
religion^ and to every thing relating to it, fiut if 
there is any tinfture of true wijdom^ virtue^ or 
fiety in the individuals of that communion (as I 
truft there may be a great deal) I will be free to 
fay, they derive it not either from the genius, or 
the modes of Popery, which I hold with the 
great and good archbifhop Tillotfon to be, ^* in 
** the whole complex of it, a corruption of the 
' ^* whole defign of Chriftianity * " Whoever 
^mong them z£Xs according to the gofpel of 
Chrift, deferts, in that inftance at leaft, the ge- 
nuine" principles of the church of Rome^ which, 

* Bifhop Burnetii fermon at his funeral, p. 9. 

£ a being 
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being adhered to and followed as far as (he 
would carry her votaries, will leave no maa one 
moral or chriAian principle to aA ppoo ; all 
fsuth and duty, as is moft notorious, being re- 
folved, in tliat church, under the pretence of 
infallibiUty, into an implicit belief of, and blind 
obedience to the ib^rines and commandments of 
men. 

As to particular papifls, whatever thdr pri-> 
vate fentiments or perfonal difpofitions may be, 
it is well known, they muft no longer continue 
to condu£l themfelves by tbife^ than holy church 
forbears to call them to her fervice on fomc 
particular emergency ; when that happens, all 
private obligations of judice and mercy, muft at 
once evaporate. Of this that unhappy prince 
James II. has been given as an example by more 
than one of our hiftorians. And if to this 
there is one exception in the whole range of 
popery, if there is a man, who, at the hazard 
of the cenfures of his church, will venture to do 
juftice or (hew mercy to a proteSant, upon the 
true Chriftian principle of difinterefted charity, 
'I will open my arms to embrace him as a bro- 
ther, and require no other proof that he is no 
more a papift than the mufti of AUppo. 

' It would be well indeed for Popery if it coulcl 
jQtanda fair trial with Mahomettfm. The muflbl- 

maa 
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fA^vt is as dear of idolatry in his worfhip, and is 
fo far honeft in his religious malice, as he has 
the precept and example of his prophet for pro^ 
pagating his religion by fire and fword, and for 
treating all thofev^ith execration vfho do not 
conform to it ; but what name is bad enough for 
thofe who would fix thefe infamous charafters 
and principles on the meek and benevolent Je^ 
fusj the gracious Saviour of the world, who 
came into it to feek and to fave that which 
was lofty and not to deftroy men's lives, but to 
prefenre them, whether they would receive hitn 
«r not ^ 

The excellent prelate fo often quoted* and 
who had ftudied popery to the very entrails, 
was fo far from your lordfliip's opinion thai its- 
exUrnalformi Junk rtligion deep in mem mindSf 
that "he thought (as his right reverend eulogiftr 
** has informed uj») the idolatry and fuperflitioa 
** of the church of Rcme did enervate true piety 
** and morality ; and that their cruelly wasfuch* 
•* a contradiftion to the meeknefs of Chriji^ and* 
" to that love and charity which he made the 
*' charaAer and didinAion of his difciples and 
•* followers, that he refolved to facrifice every 
*^ thing, but a good confcience, in a caufe for 
?* which he was refolved, if it ftiould come to 
^ extremities, to be a facrifice bimfelf." 

E 3 But 
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But perhaps thefe opinions were ooXy fk- 
fiims of the times, feafonable enough for the 
days of thofe zealous prelates; poffibly w/ may 
know better, and have ibme reafon to believe 
that popery is become a tame and peaaabU *, a» 
well as an edifying fuperAition. Believe it wha 
will for me, I (hall ftill continue to make it a 
petition in my daily prayers, that neither wc 
nor our pofterity noay have occafion to try. 

Here it may befaid that tne idification is not 
placed to the account oi fup€rjliti$ny by your 
Iprdibip, but fimply to the numbir zxiAfti^mney 

• So Mr. Woribington^ Eflay on the /cbmt and 
tonJu^t &c. of man* i redemption^ ip^ 156. To ih* 
ia^ a fati»fa6\orv anfwer has been given, m w 
foiall pece intitled, '*Thc true Spirit of Foptly 
difplayed/' i^^xinted 1746; and another 'more at 
lengthy in a pamphlet printed 10 the fiune year^ 
viK. •* Popery alwiys the fame.*'-— -But heur it 
may be proper xc 1 edify a fmall miftake ia the firft 
page of the former of thefc pieces. The excellent 
author of the Confiderations on the fta^t of the nvorl/^ 
&c. there cited, has indeed exprefled his hopes, that 
^ke cruel fpirit boih oi Popery and Mahomttifm may 
be abated ; and for the ground of thofe hopes with 
refpcift to the Pafifti he cites Mr. Wonhlngton^ as 
above, and, with refpeft to the Mahomet ans^ Sah^9 
•otes on the Ko'^an ; and confequeotly is no farther 
anfwerable for the fa£ls than thefe authorides will 
iijpport them. For the reft, this honeft and worthy 
writer, no: attending to Dr. ^ot's context and re- 
ference, has put Mr. IVtrtkingtorPs words into the 
mouth of Mr. Sale, who is only an evidence for the 
Mahometans^ and a better, I dcfubt, than the pafifts 
J>ave to produce. 

of 
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of thefc wf JwW/i/f. If this is your lordiVip's 
meaning, I hambly apprehend ii fhoiild have 
been differently cxpreflTed ; and feme inftance 
given of a religioos fyftem with an equal num- 
ber and variety of rites which arc void of fu- 
peiftition; but fuch an inftance, I believe, 
trould be bard to find ; and after all I am afraid 
that when we want to illuftrate any thing of 
this kind, we muft flill bring our examples from 
Komao-catholick countries *. 

And therefore, to do as much juftke to this 
plea as may be, let us aik, how comes it that 
-cbefe memorials are fo numerous and fnquint in 
Roman* catholick countries ? The plain reafon . 
of which appears to be \ht frequent and nume«^ 
jt>Q8 fwarms of ecclefiaOkks in thefe countries, 
who would have nothing to do if they were not 
thus employed, and (what would be worfe to 
them than that) who would have no pretence to 
jimafs and appropriate to themfelves thofefump' 
luous palaces afnd large pofTeflions they enjoy, 

* Om inftance of this we have indeed in our own 
country exhibited in Deae^nh catechifmsf but this 
performance having in it ** rather piore foppery and 
•• fnperftition, than is to be found in the/r>/y5^ ritual,'* 
will not help in the prefent exigency. They who 
dcfire to fee an abridgement. of this work, may find a 
very ufeful one in Dr. filh'd'eton'i preface to his Re^ 
marks on /'?w Pamphlet t, &c. 

£ 4 if 
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if they coi^Id not per faade the.pepple that their 
fun<Slioa was neceflary takeep opi th^finfe of 
religion in their minds by this variety in the 

/ c rm a n d y^r^ of i r • 

I lay no flrefs here, my lord, upon the fuper- 
Oitiojs nature of the rites which thefe men per- 
form. Some of //a;V ufages may be as ipoocent 
and as edifying as fome of ours ; and whether 
they are or liO, they liave that reputation, and 
mud have it among thofe who would edify by 
them. 

What I infift upon is, that tbefc memcriah 
could not be fo frequintly occurring infim$ tH'^ 
Jlance or other, without a fuitable number of men 
who have nothing elfe to do but to ply the peo« 
pie with them ; and who are accordingly let 
free for this purpofe not only from family- 
cares, but from all public charges befides. 

Now the account we have of thefe men, even 
from ferious, well difpofed and fenfible perfoos 
in thefe very countries, is, that a large majority 
of them are idle and ufelefs drones, and too often 
worfe ; that they are many of them intolerable 
incumbrances on the liberty and indufiry of 
much better men than themfelves; that they 
occafion great inconveniencies and diforders in 
private families, even by the influence of tbefi:. , 

memorials j 
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mimcrmbi and that, upon the whole, the edifi- 
cation of their miDiftry Is in no reafonable pro^ 
portion to the fcandal of their lives. 

Perhaps, my lord, it might be poflible to de^ 
Tifea* ritual as foil of memorials and circumftan- 
tiab as the RomoKy zni which might have no^;' 
thing of what your lordfliip may call fuperfiitioa 
in it : But if Hill we muft have a proportionable 
number of men to difcharge the offices pre- 
fcribed in it, how {ball we avoid thefe gricv* 
ances, occafioned, as it ihould feem, by a mul- 
titude of fucb men ? The ecclefiafticks of the? 
pqpifh church are certainly bound to good be* 
haviour by^at- drift and folemn Oaths, profef- 
fions, fubfcriptions, vows, and rules of their 
ievcral orders, as it is pofuble to lay upon human; 
agents. And yet, all it feems, without the de« 
fired cffeft. 

Upon the whblci my lord, the morel conff- 
dec thefe inftances^ the lefs am I able to conceive * 
fbrwhatpurpofe your lordfliip referred to them/. 
or wbnf practical ufe (confident with ourchrif-' « 
tian profeffioa) we can make of them. 

The externals of paganifm fcay^e ijo better . 
mmc' given them in the New Tpftament, than' , 
abominabli idolatries ; and from thefe what your 
fepdfiup calls the mtmmah oipop^ry* have, the- 
E 5 very: 
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vory mod of them, been defWed by very com 
^leac jddges, and in a very legitimate pedi 
gree. Thefe then arc equally nfclefs to us: 
Were they ever fo full of edification, the very 
cad and temper of chriflianity prohibits the 
adoption of them ; they are the traditi$ns and 
€ommandnients of men ; and what can we con- 
trive that will be equivalent to them in number 
and frequency^ which will not be liable to the 
(ame objeAion I 

The Turkijh waftiings and other circumftan- 
tjals partake more of the Jtuiifty formftlity : Bttt 
this, your lordfhlp knows, is gone, never to be 
recalled by cbriftianu Their prayers in public 
places, and where mod people are paffing, have 
a cenfure from our blefled Lord, which wiH 
for ever difcredit the like prafkice among hh 
difciples. 

If your brdfhip only meant In general to^ 
fugged th^t our religion (ho|^ have tl great 
and confpicuous part as well as theirs, we muft 
call fix your lordfhip's ambortty for tllts^ not 
from the third or fourth ceaturies, but bom 
the Scriptures. If this was required of chrif • 
tians, it is ftrange that otu* Lord fiiould proinire 
his efpecial prefracc where only two or 
THREE were gathered together in his name» 
If this was to be ordwed by couBcila, fathci>sy^ 



tfndf bKbops ra ages pibfierior (o the apofUes, 
why (bould our Lord lay all the ftrefs on wor* 
fhippiog God infpirit and !n truthy 1. e. ncccT* 
ding to the wordofGoilf Joho xviK 17. Or 
why (hould he direA his hearers to go and learA' 
the meanhig of tbofe words of God io the 
frophet^ I will have mercy aad not iacrificc i 
Mat. VL. 13. 

Again, if a gteat and confplcmus part io rclK 
gion was ncccfTary, why did no^ the apoftlcl 
take the appointtnenf of it upon ihcmfelvcs, or 
laihcr why did they fay fo many things to dif- 
couragc fuch appointment ? To what purpofa 
was Stephen's obfervatk)n that ihe mo/l High 
dwell th not in temples made with hands * f why 
fiiould St. Pcul add to this obfervation, that 
God is not uorjhipped dr mlni/iered to with mens 
hands ^ as though he needed any tUngff Why 
ftiould he obfcrvc that the kingdom of God is hOt 
meat and drink %y i. e. is of a diiFerent natural 
from that kiftgdom whichy?dWW)'/» meats and 
drfniSi and divers tvajlings and CARNAL cKDl- 
KAMCES IMPOSED until the time cf KEtOKM A* 
TioN § i Why (hoirid thafe men fay all ihis, i( 
after this time of reformation, otkr magoificeAt 
tcmpleSi other eonfpicttous ordinances, other 

* Afts vii. 4d. t Chap. xvii. 2j» t Ko«' 
Jiivt 17. i Heb. ix. lOr 
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fumptuous miDidratioDS and fervices of mens 
liands were to be impofedzs neceflTary to pi^ferTe 
religion among mankind ? 

The fpirtt and tenor of what Chrift and his 
apoftles taught in this oiatter, is not only £> 
uniform and confident throoghont with the reft 
of the chriftian difpenfation, but is fo fully jui^ 
tified in point of wifdom by the produft of a 
contrary fpirit in the cbriftian church, a» for 
ever to difcredit the idle pretence, that the 
fimplicity of the chriftian wor(hip, enjoined and 
implied in the gofpel, was only accommodated 
to the beginniDgs of it ; to the timejB of poverty 
and didrefs. Was it not as eafy for the apo** 
flies to have provided for better times, if 9iher 
provifions were neceffary for ether timca ? Did 
they not forefee wh^t the exigencies of fmture 
times would bef Have iK>t the apoftles {aid 
every thing that naay point out the fpirit^ the 
ordinances J the corruptions, the cruelty of ' the 
church of Rome, and even the very impoftor at 
the head of it T And can any one doubt but ' 
they would have precluded alt this, and regu^ 
lated the plan of the chriftian church by a pre«^ 
cife and authentic ritual, if more of this kind- 
had been dther neceflary or expedient thaa 
YhaA they have left beMnd them in their 
epiiilei I 

Alaa^ 
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' AfaSt my lord, tbey found by too fo^ro^vfuI 
experieoce the Tad effe£l& of the pride and 
Bypocrify in which an attachment to and reve* 
rence for ccnfpicuous externals ended ; they had 
fofficient warning from their heavenly mafler, 
and were not without a meafure of fagacity 
thetnfelves to difcover, that the like caufes would 
always have the like efTeAs; and were not 
likely to fet reKgion once more u]X)n a bottom 
which, h^ fo miferal^ly failed. It is too evi- 
dent, I doubt, for thejufiificadon of thefe latter 
ages, that they never thought of this great and 
anJpicu9M$ fuperflrudlure, as in the leaft expe- 
dient for, or even void of mifchief to the chrif- 
tian church ; and if their fuccefTors had con- 
tented themfclves to have enjoyed and left it ia 
its original fimplicity, there would, I am per- 
fiiaded, ^ this time have been both more 
chriftians in the world, and better forts of them,. 
than GUI later iuUfiafiUal polities have pro-^ 
docedb • 

And now, ray tord; after fo much fuggefled- 
hy your lordihip in favour of the Roman Catho^ 
lid religion, it was natural to expeA your lord- 
fliipy in fpeaking of our reformation, fhould 
throw the balance pretty ftrongly in favour of 
ibatj by a full and concife reprefentation of the. 
ccrors and corruptions which gave occafion to it: 

What 
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What yoar Iord(hip has thought fit to fay off 
thai head is, that «< our reformers confidcring 
•* that feme of ihefc obfervances were in them* 
•* felves wrong and fuperflitious^ and others of 
•* them made fubfervieni to the purpofes of fii- 
•* perfliiiott, abdiflied them." 

Why truly, my lord, this is no goaJ report tHaf 
wj hear of ihefe things^ but DCtthcr is it a very 
bad one. There may bc/ome room to doobt, 
whether it be quite bad enough to bear oar re- , 
formers out in this abcllticny efpecially of thofe 
things which only might be made fubftroient to 
the purpofes of fupcrftitioa ; for thcfc fery ob*' 
ferrances themfelvcs being ki their ivnn fuhfer" 
vi£nt to the purpofes of true religion, it might be 
»(ked, who made our reformers judges In fa 
critical a cafe ? If the obfervances of popery 
were really means oi finking religion deep in tht 
minds of feriMS and well- difpofed perfhs^ wa^ \% 
a fufiicient caufe to feparate a whole nation* 
from the church in poflcflion, that fome of theft 
obfervances w^rt tfteemed hy our reformers to 
be fuperftitious ? Is the church of England hcf- 
(clf contented with this meafure from the dlF* 
fenters, who have over and over objc^ed to 
fome of our obfervances in wordl full as ftrong 
a« thefe of your lord (hip ? And how have they 
been anfwered ? Why, we fay, that admit this- 
to be the cafe> vit^ *^ that fome of our cere- 
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«( monies or obfervances are wrong and fuper- 
*' (litioas ;'* yet is not this a fufficient caufe of 
reparation ; fuch a caufe as will acquit them of 
the guilt of fchifm, unlefs they cao alfo prove 
thefe obfervances to hcfinful\ which, I trow, it 
will be hard to pro?c of any thing which is a 
means of promoting true religion. 

* An ingenious gentleman, and one, who, if I 
midake not, has full as much refped for external 
f^tms as they deferve, feems to me to have put 
this affair liipoQ a very different footing, in feme 
unfiderations of a later date than your lordlhlp'f. 
charge. 

«* Indeed," fays he, " if idolatry was to be 
" now rooted out as it was in the reign of Ed^ 
<* ward VI. and an innumerable multitude of 
^ other corruptions, and thofe of the moilhci- 
** nous nature, to be removed, or refortoed, the 
" fecular powers, in cafe the clergy could not 
•* be perfuaded to examine their own flare, 
^* would be excufable, and fomething more thaii' 
" excufable, in dorag it for them, and in refco- 
** ing religion from fuch abominations, even ia 
" opposition, not only to the majority, but ta 
** the whoie body of the clergy ♦.'* 

• Free and impartial Confidcrations on the free and 
fiandid DiC^itifitioad, pag. ^ 

9 Thi» 
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This is honourable to, and a fall juftificatioat 
of our reformers. Infiead of feme w^Wf and 
fuperjiitious obfenrances^ and others fubJervUnt 
to thi purpofes of (bpcrftition, there were, it 
feems, idolatry and an innufMrabU multitude dt 
ether corruptions and' abominations of the mo/l 
heinous nature to be rooted out $ which^ foreljri 
was enough in all confcience to juftify a refor- 
mation by the interpofitibn of any clafs of men. 

But now, my lord, oa the foppofition that 
your lordfhip has told us the whole truth, how 
will this gentleman €ome at bis eondufion ? If 
the obfervances of popeiy were barely fora^j 
fuperjiitious^ or tmdirtg that way^l greatly fuf- 
peft this confiderer would have thought the fe- 
cular powers- a little premature in their interpo- 
fiiion, ftoce he feems to be pretty clear that our 
fecular reformers are only to be juftificd on the. 
fuppofition that things were in the diforder he 
hath reprefeoted« 

On the other hand; my lord, this gentle 
man's premifTes will equally diAreis jrour lord- 
(hip in their turn ; for if the memorials and*^ 
ebfcrvances of popery are no better than idolor^ 
tries, corruptions, and abominations of Hiemoft: 
heinous nature, by what kind of operation wilt 
they become the means of making religion, 'air 
3 diftio* 



dldkigaiflied from fuperflltioQ, Guk deep ioto 
the minds of the . ferious and well^difpofed ? 
Your lordfliip goes on : 

** Onr reformers (having aboliflied the obfer- 
«^ vanccs before mentioned) reduced the form 
^* of religion to great fimpiidty, and enjoined 
** no more particular rules, nor left any thing 
*' more of what was external in religion, than 
*' was, in a mannsry neceflary to preferve a fenfe 
*' of religion itfelf upon the minds of the 
« people." 

Not-quiteyi maviy rules or externals, I (hould 
think, if what goes before and what follows be 
true : But to let that pafs as none of my bufi- 
nefs ;- your lordfhip by this account of our rules 
and txiirnaU feems to bear extremely hard on 
great nuihbers of ferious and, to all appearance^ 
well-difpofed perfons. 

Your lordfhip has been reminded above of a 
people, profef&ng chriftianity, called quakers *: 

Befldes 

♦ It Isfo far oat of all orthodox rule to allow the 
quaktrs to be chriflians, that I am right glad, oh this 
occafion* to borrow a litile authority from a late fens.. 
i)b e writer, whofe judgment no man will call in 
qneftton who has any tendernefs for his own. The 
writer, I mean, is the reverend Mr. Adams ^ the 
author of a late efTay inanfwerto Mr. Humeri efTay 
on Miracles. This Mr. Hume^ it feems, lays claim 

to 
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Bcfides thefc, arc many thoufaods of protefVanf 
dlfTenters in this kingdom : There i^ too the 
body of the Scottijh natioo, and great numbers 
in protedant countries and communions abroad, 
among whom the form of religion is .reduced tor 
much greater fimplicity, who have not fo many 
particular rules, and have much Ufs of what is 
extemat in religion, than what was left us by 
our reformers, nor have ihcy any thing equiva- 
knt to many of our rules and externals. 

Shall we fay of thefe that they have not jl 
fcnfe of religion itfelf preferred upon their 
minds ? How is this to be proved ? and who 
among us will undertake it ? That is to fay, 
who will undertake to fhew tn what manner our 
rules and externals are necejfary to preferviafenfi 
cf religion upon the human mind, which, I fuppol^y 
in refpefb oi impreffions from external religion^ 

to the quaiers as fellow-profcflbya xfth him in tlTte* 
inyftery of Z>^//^» To which Mr, AJams anfweisii 
V It is certain that thequakers profefs the befief of 
<< chiiflianicy as univerfally as any fed whatever* 
*« And what right has the author FMr. Hume] to 
** charge a whole body of men with fach flagrant 
«* infinccrity.*' ^y»pag.^i30. In return for this 
little aid, and to make iome amends for mentioning 
hii name in a pamphlet whofe fubje£l is not of the 
re/peSiable fort, I do hereby give that gentleman* my 
poor, but moil hearty and fincere thanks for this and 
every other pafTage ia his accurate and unanfwerable 
effay* 
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18, in moft of the coxntnoa people of all deno- 
minadoos, framed and capacitated pretty mucb 
alike? 

I will not be pofitive what fome of our higl* 
charchmen may have aflerted and maintaio'd in 
this matter of rules and externals^ becaufe I have 
not M the books of our very warm apologias at 
hand : Andl know too that fome of the warmeflt 
of them have been difclaimed and given up by 
others who are warm enough themfelves *. Of 
our externals thefe defenders have faid, that they 
are inmcini^ fignificant^ and ikpidieni ^ cmduciie^ 
and (perhaps fome of them may have added) 
mceffary to the hm ejfe of the vilible church : 
But to make them in any manner necejfary to pre* 
fervi afenfe of religion uponihe minds of the people, 
b a ftrain of merit, which, I fancy, very few of 
our higheft churchmen have ventured to afcribe 
to them. 

• ■ It (hould feem, however, that our earlier re* 
formers themfelves had no fuch notion of this 
ufe and virtue of our forms and externals : I'he 
remaining hiflories of thofe times afford us fuf- 
ficient proofs that fome of the bed and wifeft 
of them would not, if they could have help'd it, 
have left us fo much. And even fuch of them 

• So Mfm'a?ve^ Hey Jin ^ ^homdike Xf\d Pa>kr are 
given up by Dx* Nid'o/i* Deftnce, pag. 168, 169. 

as 



1 16 7'be Pillars ^Priestcraft 

as laboured the other way, have left reafons^of 
a very different fort from this fuggefied by yooc 
lordfhip. 

In the convocation of 1562, it was debated, 
as we are told by bifliop JSi/rw^/, whether the 
grcateft part of our feftivals, the crofs in baptifm^ 
kneeling at the communion, the furplice and 
organs, were to be retained or dropt. And the 
queftion, it feems, was carried y^r thefe exter- 
nals but by one vote of a proxy, whofe pria-* 
cipal, it is probable, knew little of the debate 1^ 
and of thofe who were preftnt the majority were 
againji the rites f- 

We likewife learn from the fame right revc-» 
rend hiftorian, that the fingle reafon for retain^ 
iDg thefe forms, entered in the record rf thcfe 
proceedings, is, that <^ the laying tbera afide^ 
** would be contrary to the authorized book of 
** Common-prayer." Whence it appears that 
even they who oppofed the abrogation of thefe 
things, did not fo immediately think of their* 
tiecejjtiy to preferve a fenfe of religion vpon tbg' 
minds of the people^ as of the danger of a pra^ 
munire^ of which this convocation flood m 
great awe, as appears by the poflfcrtpt fub^ 
joined to their fubfcription of the XXXIX. 
articles *. 

f Hifl. Reformat. vol.Ifr. pag. 30^, 303. 
• Bennett Q^y^ pag. 198* 

Coiv- 
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CoDcerniDg ont ci thtlt forms there Is a re- 
markable paflage in one of bi(hop Taylor's 
books, which may help us to conceive the value 
put upon things of this fort by the church of 
England herfelf. ** There is rcafon to cele- 
*' brate and honour," fays he, " the wifdom 
•• and prudence of the church of EngLnd^ 
*' which hath in all her offices retained but one 
*< ritual, or ceremony, that is not of divine or« 
«* dinance, or apojiolical prsi&icei and that is the 
** rrc/s in baptifm ♦." 

"Kow the Jign ofthi crofs^ fimply and of itfelf, 
that is to fay, without fome explanation, can, I 
(hoiild think, convey or prefecve no fenfe of any 
ibimg upon the mind ; and accordingly the 
church informs us that ihXsfign of the crofs is 
made ^' in token that the perfon baptized (hall 
** notbc aftiamed to confefs the faith of Chrift 
«< trudfied^" &c. and indeed it muft be owned, 
chat if it is an effeflual token of this, the fenfe 
of religion to be prefcrved by it is very im^ 
f§rtant. 

And yet, ftrange to hear, the church herfelf 
declares that *' without doubt a chiM baptifed 
without it is lawfully and fufiiciently baptized." 
So that ther-e is no necejfiiy^ we fee, for this form 
to prcfervc the fenfe of any thing. 

* Da£U>r Dubitanuum, pa?. 66S. 

I do 
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I do not pretead tounderftand bilhop Taylor*^ 
fuggeflion xhzt alt the re/ioi our rituals or cere- 
monies arc either of divint ordinance or ^poftoli^ 
^alpraSlice: But however that, may be, there is 
wi^even oUbefe^ that, it (hould feem, thecTiurch 
has lefs value for Hill, or lays, at leaft, lefs flrefs 
upon it. 

For tho** the furplice Is often mentioned in 
our ritual, on fome occafion or other, yet are we 
en none of thefe occaflons told of what the 
furplice is typical ovftgnificative j and Dr. Nichols 
is extremely angry with the puritans for pre- 
tending that this garment is ufed by the church 
in token oi purity of life ^ ** becaufe, fays he, it 
** is a thing which (he never once mentions * i** 
and fo leaves the people to gather any or no 
fenfe of religion from this form, as they think 
fit- 
But is then the fenfe of religion preferved 
upon the minds of the people by thefe rules and 
externals ? Nothing like it. *• A great part of 
** this is negleSfed by the generality among us : 
** For inftance, the fcrvice of the church not 
** only upon common days, but alfo upon Saints 
" days ; and feveral other things might be 
** mentioned." pag. 15* 

* Defence, pag. 293. 

Was 
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Was I not in the right, my lord, to conjeflarc 
that our reformers mighl leave us not fo many 
roles or externals as arc necejfary? How fliould 
oar people hare fallen into this deplorable ne- 
gleft, if tbcfc nuaniy memorials or admonitions 
had been fu£Bcicntly/r^f<^/ ? 

Permit me however to obferve that your lord- 
Ibip and the ingenious author of the Conjidera^ 
tions above -cited, are not at all better agreed 
about this fad, than the other concerning the 
popUb errors difcarded by our reformers. 

This gentleman having noted that a party in 
-the nation [meaning the dijfenters] have all along 
hadfome exceptions to our public fervice; goes 
on to fay, ** But then there is another party [the 
^' members of the church] far more confider- 
«« able than they^ who, in general, are not only 
** fatisfied with, but even fond of our prefent 
«* iiturgy and conftitution*." How is this to 
he reconciled ? can it be faid that our people 
in general art fond ^what the generality of them 
fugle^r 

Here again too, my lord, your lordftiip and 
this gentleman, by adopting each other's pre- 
mifles, muft lofe your fevcral conclufions : Your 

# Free and impartial ConiideratioDs, pag. 6. 

lordfliip 
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lord(hip thinks it «< highly feafonable to laftrtK^ 
** the people ia the importance of ixttrnal re^ 

More feafonable I bow^ upon account of this 
negledl f Bat why fo, if this gentieoian's later 
intelligence be true. vi%. that the people are 
rcMjfond of our externals already ? 

On the other hand, If the fervicc of the 
church is neglei^ed by the generality aaiODg 
us, it certainly cannot be fo very dangeroui to 
make alterations ia it as this gentleman would 
have us believe. 

However, my lord, I am ready to clofc with 
your lordfhip in this reprefentation, rather tbaa 
the Conftderer ; and upon occafion of your lord* 
(hip^s mentioning the people's negleSf of the 
fervice of the church upon Saints days, I will 
trouble your lordftiip with an obfervation of my 
own, tending to illuArate the value of external 
religion. 

Our common people, it is true, pay little nli* 
gious regard to the feafts of Jll Angih or }lll 
Saints^ but yet I have obferved them to cele- 
brate fome of our proteflant feftivals, as well as 
jbme others of popifli extraction, particularly, 
Shrovetide^ with the feveral folemnities of borfi^ 
raiing^ bull-baitings coci-Jigbting^ &C. and with 

aU 
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jril the ceremooiet oldriaHngj gaming^ fwearimg^ 
jind kwdmfs iocident to, and infepanble fronif 
CDtertajamcats of that kind. 

AiQOQg oar politer partiest iodeed, pleafure is 
JKbeemployiiieQtofjesreryday; and they are free 
cDoagh from foperftitioa in Mi article u efteem 
mury day alih : Wherjcas the vulgar always take 
.the advantage of the church's appointment for 
tbiir times of idlenefs and revelling; and I 
kdow, at this hour, feveral very worthy and 
very zealons members of the church of En^Iand^ 
who fcmple not to affirm, that the riotous and 
licentioas pafiimes of Chriftmas^ Eafter and 
JVbitJuntidi contribute more to corrupt the 
minds and debauch the morals of our common 
people, than any other ailignable caufe whatever. 
If this be trne,it wrre certainly more for the cre- 
dit of our common cbriftianity that the fefllvajs 
flioold be expunged from our books and calcn* 
dars, than that thefe brutal, paganlfli, profaoc, 
and therefore wicked pafiimes and difordcrs 
fhould claim any alliaoce, or have any connexion 
with the (blemo commemorations of the bii ih 
and refurrcAion of the fpotlefs and undefiled 
Saviour of the world. 

Upon what grounds the apofiolick authority 

for fucb forms is alledged, may be judged in 

part from the tenor of the Scriptures above- 

VOL. IV. F quoted. 
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quoted, as well as from others, telKFying the 
difpofitioQ of St. Paul towards occafional fo- 
lemnities of that kind. 

And there is the ftronger prefumption that 
they have no fuch authority, in that we feldora 
or never find them enjoined, but we find them 
alfo in company with large indulgences to the 
carnal man ; as if the more confpicuous ixtemak 
in religion could not fubfift without the aid of 
the fenfual appetite. 

Thus, as your lordfliip has obferved, " th« 
** exttrnah of paganifm mixed themfelves with 
** the divirfiom of thofe days." In popi& 
countries, the people are politically enough 
prepared for and reconciled to the for-malities 
of Lent, by the licentioufnefs of a preceding 
Carnival. Nor have we of the + reformed 
church of England been entirely free from thi« 
wretched policy. It was once the humour of 
our great churchmen to magnify externals^ and 
to render them as confficuius as they could on all 
occafions: The nation at that time was not 
univerfally difpofed to come into this ; and 
fome men of reputation enough fet themfelves 

t *' The chriftian world is now divided into the 
** Re/brme i and Vnreformed : or rathbr into thofe 
" who ARE NOT and thofe who are members of the 
** church oiRome.** Mr. Jartin. 

3 to 
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to oppofe it : In the exigency of her aSairs the 
church bethought herfelf of parchafing the fa- 
vour of the people by a boo^ of f ports : Aod how 
far that may have contributed in its day, to 
perpetuate tht fffliviues of thefe folemn tioies, 
and to wear out the rcligia s ufe of them, may 
be worth the inquiry of thofe whom it concerns. 

Your lordfliip proceeds : ** Thus they [the 
** people] have no cuftomary admonitions, no 
** public call to recoUeA the thoughts of God 
•« and religion from one Sunday to another/' 

And why have they not, my lord ? There is 
a molt exprefs law for it« " All prieds and 
^* deacons are to fay dally the morning and 
** evening prayer, either privately or openly, not 
" being let by sickness or fome other ur- 
** GENT caufe. And the curate that mlniftreth 
*' tn every parifti church or chapel, being at 
*• home, and not being otherwife reafonably 
*' hindered, (hall fay the fame in the parifh 
*• church or chapel where he miniflreth, and 
<* (hall caufe a bell to be tolled thereunto a con* 
•* venient time before he begin, that the people 
*•* may come to hear Cod's word, and to pray 
« with him." 

It is not then the fault of the people, if they 

have not a cuftomary admonition or publick call 

F 2 from 
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from one Sunday to another : The curate \tL any 
pari(h cannot be reafonably hindered every one 
of the fiSL intermediate days, and every week in 
the year. And yet we are told by a gentlemaa 
who feems to have taken fome pains to be Hi' 
formed, '^ that in ten thoufand churches there 
** are not five hundred where a bell ever toUs» 
*' or where morning and evening prayer are faid 
«* upon a week-day throughout the year *^" 

This gentleman's account of this begleA 
feems to be fo reafonable and probable, and at 
the fame time fo different from what your lord- 
ftiip has fuggefted, that I will take the liberty 
to give it at length : 

** To what end, fays he, was fuch an etp^ - 
** pointmer.t fet down in the book of common- 
«* prayer ? Did our mother the church vainly 
"«* boaft of her own piety, or pretend to zfoim 
^ <!f godlimfs^ without ibe power thereof? No^ 
'< truly, the mother meant well.; but her fans 
«« and daughters are to blame. Like people, 
**« like prieft. But indeed, were the clergy- 
*« never fo willing to difcharge their duty in tbis 
*' refpeft, not many are the places where they 
** can have any fort of congregation to joid 
^* with them. But is not the length of the fcr- 

* Virtue Revived^ or Brttair^s Fall protraAe4» ^c. 
ty a pluraliil. Printed for Ofruald^ 1747. pag. 4. 

^* F4ce 



and Orthodoxy Jhaken. 125 

•« vice the unhappy occafion of this ncgleft ? 
<• Wottld not the people's attendance upon the 
•* poblic worfhip take up too much of their time^ 
" and too greatly interfere with their fecular 
** affairs ? Does it not caufe a wearinefsj and 
^^ become Udious to delicate ears ? Is not the 
** cold fometimes fo piercing, as to make it 
^^ painful to tender conftitutions, to be fo long 
•* detained from the fire, efpecially to hear 
'< pfalms and chapters they can almofl fay by 
« rote » V 

Your lordfliip fees that this gentleman is of 
opinion that there is too much of our externals, 
and that great inconveniencies arife from the 
length of our fervice, to thofe who fhould edify 
by it ; and to this alfo agrees the author of the 
Conftdiraiiom before mentioned f . What thca 
xpaftwe think wouUi be the cafe if thofe memo* 
rials were as frcque'it as in Roman-Catholick 
countries ?— — Our author goes on : 

• To thcfe reafons for this common negledl may 
be added another, viz. the aukward times of faying 
morning and evening prayer in moll places : 'en or 
eleven o'clock in the forenoon, and two or three in 
the afternoon, the time when tradcfmcn and me- 
chanics are in the very throng of their honed labour. 

f " You are not indeed fmgular in your opinion of 
•• the t6o great length of our fervice. And to tell 
** you the truth, my own fentiments upon this head 
." are pretty concordant with your?/' Fr. and Inp* 
brnfideraticnf, vzg. 41. 

. r 3 «* Thcft 
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** Then agala the clergy have journeys and 
•' vifits to make, are idle, are dot devout, have 
** their diverfions, do not refide upon their 
'* cures, arc hindered^ fometimes reafonablj^ of- 
•* tcner without reafon. So that, by general 
" confent of both prieft and people, as to any 
** outward or public acknowledgment of a Deity 
** for fix days out of feven, a foreigner, that 
♦' (hould make an abode with us only for fix 
" days, might have reafon to doubt, in the 
** grcateft part of Engfgnd^ whether the inha* 
*^ bitants of that happy ifland did» in truth, be- 
*^ lieve the exigence of that gracious and al- 
•* mighty Being." 

Now, my lord, which way foever wc confi- 
der this compounded caufc of negUify we cannot 
avoid the queftion, By whom is it to be rcdref- 
fed ? If the fault be in the body of the clergy, 
by whom are they to be reformed ? If in the 
nature znA frame of our prefent forms, by whom 
are thefe to be amended? 

So far indeed as the clergy are acceflaries to 
this negleft, it is extremely right in your lord- 
Ihip to lay it before them. But what would 
your lord(hip have the clergy to do or fay 10 
this cafe ? Let them infift as long and as loudly 
as ever they will on the importance of external 
religion, I am perfuadcd, their rhetoric and their 

argu- 
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rgumeots will be m vain, whilft the people 
fiad themfelves incommoded by the prefent flate 
of their own externals : They will appeal to the 
rfafinabU ^nd merciful dcfign of the gofpel, and 
plead their chriftian liberty againft all human 
ordinances which not only edify not, but are 
even burdenfomc : And they will have reafon. 

We arc now arrived at your lordftiip*s ac- 
count of the importance of external religion^ as 
grounded on the Scriptures. 

- Before I could procure a fight of your lord- 
ibip*8 printed charge, a friend who had feen it, 
or heard it read (I forget which) had given me 
a general but preiiy juft account of this part of 
it, concerning the inr or tame of external religion \ 
which fet me upon amufing myfelf with conjec- 
tures by what kind of gofpel authority your 
lordfhip would revive the credit of a dodlrine, 
which of late years, had not had many abettors 
among proteflants. 

I had often thought with myfelf that the 
church oi England had been more prefled upon 
this matter of externals m her controverfy with 
the diflentcrs, than upon any other article : and 
I cannot fay, that the anfwers given by our apo- 
logifts have convinced me that our adherence to 
fome fpecifical rites in our church, in a fort of 
F 4 con- 
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contempt of the good cSeRs which might to 
hoped for from dropping tbern^ is very edifying 
or very laudable. 

Omr church claims a power of decreeing rites 
and ceremonies in her twentieth article, with- 
out exhibiting her fcripturaf warrant for it in 
any copies of thefe articles publifhed by autho- 
rity, that I know of; unlefs the vice-chancellor 
of Oxford's tmprimctur may be allowed to give 
a public fan(5lion to Mr. fyie'chman^s edition of 
them. Mr. Ro^crs*s book indeed carries in its 
front a pretence to the lawful authority oftht 
ihurch of Er,glaffd\ but as there is no evidence' 
what that authority was, or how obtained^ 
there is room to doubt ; befides, Rogirs^ in ex« 
plaining the authority of the church with re- 
fpeft to conirovcrfiei of faUh^ lays that thir ' 
authority is given to the church, and to every 
MEMBER OF SOUND JUDGMENT in the famc»; 
which, I doubt, will extend the freedom of 
every memier to the ufage of ceremonies, a ftf'^ 
t'ior'i \ i;ontrary to Mr. lVelchman\ account, who 
red rains the authority, in both branches, to 
thofe quos perns fji $tclejiajiica auSimtau 

Undet this claufc, concerning rites and cere- 
ttoDies, Mr. IVikhman has referred to Ejlbtr ix. 

♦ OiuhcXXth article, pag. 103. edit. 1725. 

a7. 
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a7, 28. and to J^bn x. 22, 23. f to which Dr, 
Nichih has added i Maccab. iv. 56. * 

The paflage of Eftbir informs us that the 
%wi, ia commemoration of their deliverance 
from the flanghter proje<Sled by Hamariy infti- 
toted the feaft Pttrim [of lots] and ordained 
that it fhonld be kept and remembered by the 
whole people of the Jews at an appointed time 

of the year. The dedication of the altar by 

ytfdas and his brethren^ and the ordinance for 
celebrating that incident from year to year, is a 
ftS of the (ame fort, and the inference common- 
ly drawn from hiftoriet is, that the Jewifi had, 
and confeqnently the Chriftian charch has, the 
authofity fpoken of in the article, 

Bot I very much queflion the folidity of thif 
reafoning ; for when it is confidered that the 
former of thefe feafts was appointed by E^her 
2xA MorJicai only, it (hoald feem that the 
yiwijb church had about as much to do in this 
affair as our charch has in the appointment of 
our ftate-holidays of Nov. 5th, May 29th, &c. 
and howmnch that is, may be (een in the feveral 
a£b of parliament relating to thofe days, and 
his majefiy's orders fet before the forms of 
prayer appointed for them. 

f XXXIX. Articuli Ecclef. Anglic, pag. air 
• Defence^ pag. 307,^ 
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Id ihc latter cafe, Judas and his brethren 
with the vjhok C9ngregati9n of Ifrael ordained, 
Ac- ▼• 59* bat how far our divines, and parti- 
cularly Mr. WeUhman^ would admit either of 
thefe to be the fenfe in which the word thurch 
is CO be taken in the 20th article, I cannot take 
upon me to fay : " By the power of the church 
[fays the learned Mr. WhUt^ one of the lateft 
advocates] *' to decree rites and ceremonies, is 
*' meant a right in the paftors and governors 
*' thereof to ordain and appoint fuch things, fo 
*< as to make it ordinarily the duty of the people 
«* to conform to them ♦." Which Mr. Whlit 
muft mean excluflvely of the right and autho* 
rity of the civil powers, or he will not get clear 
of his adverfaries objeftions : And if Mr. White 
will not admit the civil powers into his definition 
of the church which decrees rites and ceremo- 
nies, much lefs will he take into it the whole 
tongregation^ becaufe that would be going into 
the enemies quarters for good and all f. 

Thefe precedents, therefore, are neither of 
them for our purpofe, except they may receive 

♦ Defence of three letters,* pag. 10. 

f Dr. Nicbeh or his tranfiator [for he did* not liv^ 
io tranflate his book fo far himfelf. , vid, Pitrce*^ vin* 
dication, preface] expreffes himfelf with more room; 
— '* They who have been at the helm of ecclcfia- 
** ftical affairs have inftitut d. — Have not wb. as 
•* much power,** Def. pag. 306. 

^ aid 
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ftrd from the fabfidkuy pa/Tage hi JobrirViVxch^ 
as we have it in our traodatioo, ioforms us that 
Ji^i waiwalkipgin Sa/cm0n*s porch at the time 
of the feaft of the dtdieatim and wheo it was 
winter \ and from that circumftance our com- 
mentators determine this to have been the feaft 
infiituted by the AJoccabui : for otherwife the 
3V«;i had divers Encaniay and the wo/d Xhjuimh^ 
may poiCbly denote only a Jlorm^ as in Aa^ 
xxvii. 20 • 

Well but what of this ? « Why/* fays Dr. 
Nkbols^ •• this fcafl was honoured* with our 
*• Lord's own prefence." How honoured f Did 
our Lord join in the celebration of it, or in any 
part of it ? The context fays not a word of that. 
Our Lord honoured the pharifees with his pre- 
fence fo far as to eat with feme of them : It \^ 
great odds but at fuch a time there might tie 
(bme wajhing of cups and flatters^ &c. But will 
it follow that he did any honour to thefetradi-- 
tions by his prefence f 

^ Theplaift truth is, oorbleflcd Lord took no* 
exceptions to times, places, or perfons, when, 
where, and among whom he had a profpc^ of 
doing good ; and I (hould think that caufe not 
over-fiocked with merits, which wants to draw 
his appearance among the Jews, at a time whei^ 
great numbers were aflembled together,, ioto a. 
F 6 prcce*^ 
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precedent for cbriftuui couforouty to hmnts 
rites. 

And this connderation will, I apprehend, 
abate tjhe force of what the pious and learned! 
Infliop Bumithzs offered In beharf of this danfis 
in the XXth articfe, with refped ta oar Savi«> 
oar*is converfation among the Jiws^ where he 
las certainly ftrained one point to &Toar tte 
church, and that is by applying our SaviourV 
obfervation Mattb. xxiii. 23. — And tut /# bsnfe 
lift the other mndtney to rites and /{^ matters lA 
general ♦. 

Oar blefled Lord is there (peaking of the cafe 
of tythiDg onfyy and minute and infigniHcant as 
thofe ar Tides may feem to be, about which the 
pharifees and fcribes were Co exaA, yet had thejr 
an exprefs and poiitive law for tything them ai/<^ 
mvaclyiLevU, xxvii. 3a. And all the t)thi of 
the Lndy whether of the feed of the land^ er of the 
fruit of the tree^ is the Lo R D's ; it is holy unto the 
L'rd. A cafe widely different from that o£ 
rites and. hffir mattery of which the law nAakcf^; 
DO mention. 

For the reft, tho' this excellent prelate has,. 

with a vein of piety and good fenfe peculiar ta 

vhimfelf, faid every thing, that can be faid with' 

'• '^^ Expof. folio, pag. 1^5. 
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toy cdoor of rcafixiyfbr externals eftaUifhed by 
kuipan amhority^ yet hath he, vpon the whole* 
made a cafe of it not the moft favourable to the 
prefent circoinfiances of our church, and much 
icfs fuch a cafe as w31 fall in with your lord- 
fliip's poIitioASb 

Havii^5 as I faid, my lord, often reflected am 
thefe defences of oar externals, withoilt receiv- 
ing that latisfaAion I very fincerely fought for, I 
was in hopes to meet with feme new light from 
your lordOiip's difcourfe on this interefting fnb- 
jed ; and was not a Kttle difappointed when I 
found not me text quoted by your lordfliip from 
the New Teftament, and but one from the OU^ 
relative to the importance of external religion : 
and what that pafTage will avail your lordfliip^ I 
am now to examine. 

Your loxdflijp, having obfcrved that our 
people ** have nocuflomary admonition, nopuh^ 
*• tic call torccolleft the thoughts of God and 
«< religion from one Sunday to another," pro- 
ceeds thus : 

*^ It was far otherwife under the taw. Tbefi 
•* words^ fays Mofes to the children of Israel, 
«' which I command theej' [your lordfliip omits 
THIS DAY, viz. the day when the ten com- 
mandments were given in Hortb^ which %Mrds 

wcr# 
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were juft redted in the foregoing chapter, and 
2rc the w§rds here referred to f] ^^JhaU-be in 
*^ tbim bearU And thou Jhalt leach them dili» 
•• gently ttnto thy children^ and Jhalt tali ef them 
" when thou fitteft in thine houfe^ and when thou 
** walkejt hy the way^ and when thou Heft dmun^ 
'• and whin thsu ri/eft up.*' Dcut. vi. 6, 7. To 
which your lordfhip fubjoins: '< And as they 
*< were commanded tbis^ fo 'tis obTions how 
'* mnch the conftitution of that law was adapts 
*< ed to ef!e3 it, and keep religion ever ia 
«» view." 

It was then very ill, or at leaft very un^fely 
done, to abrogate that law whofe conftitution 
was adapted to fo excellent a purpofe : But the 
truth is, my lord, the conftitution of the Jewijb 
law was juft as much adapted to effe£f the per- 
formance of, or to keep in view the religion here 
meant by Mo/es^ as the mujici and vftmenti ia . 

f Compare Jerem, vii. 22, 23. with Exod.xix, J» 
6. The right reverend and worthy biftiop Story ^ m 
his adnairable treatifeon the Priefthood^ obferves that 
** after Mo/es had been the firft forty days with God 
" in the mount, he brought nothing down but tl>e 
** two tables of the moral law,, as if mo other law 
** had been then intended ; but when he found the 
** people — worlhipping the golden calf, Godieem- 
** eth then to have refolved — to load them widi a 
'* number of religious rites and ceremonies, in dire^ 
•• oppofuion to the cuftoms of the E^tiansi^ &c 
pag. 62. 

your 
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yoorlordfliip's cathedral at Durham ^ve adapted 
to promote famify religUn and the weightier 
matters of judgment, mercy , znd/aiihy in the reft 
of thediocefe. 

M$/es 10 the two next verfes goes on thus : 
Audth$u Jhalt hind them for afign upon thine bani^ 
andtbtjjball be as frontlets between thine eyes ; and 
thou Jhalt write them upon the pofts of thine boufe 
and upon thy gatts. Now both the frequency and 
proximity of thefe domtjlic figns, make it very 
plain that the great and confpicuous parts of their 
religion, the pubUc calls which they had by the 
conflitktion of their law, were not adapted to 
efTeft, what Mofes in this paflage wanted to 
have efFefted, viz. obedience to the moral law* 

For it is to be obferved of thefe ftgnsy that 
they were not (like ceremonies properly fo cal- 
led) JymboUc reprefentations, but the precepts 
themfelves exemplified in writing, which it is 
erne, in procefs of time, were abufed to the 
purpd'es of fuperftitlon f ; and wh^n that time 
came^ and thefe natural and iimple iigns and 

f The rabbins in after-times had made thefe^xr/ 
To ufelefs to foine Je^^s in refpefl of their original 
parpofe, that they enjoined them to be wriiten only 
jn one fort of character, " i^/ VbylaSieria ^ Schedas 
*' lim'nares band alios qmam AJffriacoi cbaraQtres ai- 
*' bibiri licei, in Ubns vero facris atfcrthendis^ Uteris 
«• itiamGratcisuticsn'oditur^ftdhisftHs,^'* &C. Mai^ 
mniiu apud Wagenfeil%QT h, pag, 970, 

me- 
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memorials had degenerated into br^d PbylaGi* 
rieSf &c. they thea received their condemaatioit ' 
with other things which had a more Datnral 
tendeocy to fiKh abufe. A fufEcieot iotimatioiH 
one would think, to all fnture times, of the in- 
croaching nature of fuperftition, ^hich could 
convert fuch expedients of plain and nfeful in- 
firuftion, tnto implements of mere olientationr 
and hypocrify. 

I (hould have thought, indeed, that there 
were fome expreffions in this paflage cited by 
your tordfliip, that might have kept any man 
out of this niillake, and prevented his con- 
founding the words there fpoken of, with the 
words of the ceremonial law ; which latter it 
furely was never intended that fathers and 
matters of families (hould teach their hout 
holds : This kind of teaching was the fole prU 
vifcge and duty of the priefts, who had indeed 
ftO'Commiffion to teach any thing elfe f, and 

that, 

f " Wc (hall find it [what the priefts were to teach] 
«« was itot the whole law of Mq/es, but the arememml 
•* law only^ the laws about #Af/fr««/ religien, or rcli* 
<* gious woHhip. For as the ejenttal part of their 
" 9fici was confined to pofittve and hjhtuted V90tQi\p^ 
«* it is natural to believe that their teaching was of bo 
•• greater extern-" Bilhop Story oxk the Prieftbood^ 
ps^. 26. It is humbly recommended to the reader, 
being a clergyman of the church of England, not to 

control 
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' tbat, as I laid aboTc, made this m«r«/ teaching, 
the domeflk aad SMDiliar iigns to much the more 
ficccflary. 

So that I very much queflion whether 5t>ur 
lordfhip couM have fallen upon any paflage in 
the Old Teftament, which relates at all to your 
fubje£V, that would have been lefs favourable to 
your lordfhip's argument. 

But to proceed ; your lordfliip adds : '< And 
•* without fomewbat of ibis nature^ piety will 
*• grow languid even among the better fort of 
<* men ; and the worft will go on quietly in an 
*' abandoned courfe^ with fewer interruptions 
** from within than they would have, were re- 
*• ligions reflexions forced oftner upon their 
•• minds, and confequenily with lefs probability 
•* of their amendment/' pag. i6. 

From what operation of externals on the hu- 
man mind your lordfhip cclIeAs this theory, I 
cannot prefume to fay ; I, for my part, believe 
chat the piety of good men may be maintained 

content himfelf with thefe detached pa/Tages, but (e- 
fioufly to read over this va!uable pfrfbrmance, where 
be will have the fatisfadion to iec how little the mi- 
niilrations of a chtiilian pried have to do with eerg- 
memlals and externah^ and from thence may judge. M 
liepleafef, with what propriety he fhould employ 
kiui£:if in preaching up the im^uftana of them. 
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in its vigour with very littfi of this nature : and 
this I am pretty fare of, that if religions reflec- 
tions muft he forced upon the mind by txternaU^ 
it is not a (mUlfimtivbat of this nature^ that wiU 
do the work* 

But to fpeak freely : this method oi forcing 
religious reflcflions by ceremoniis and external 
forms, I doubt, is dark naught : according to 
your lordfhip's dodlrine, it (hould be not only 
g9ed policy^ but wholefome difcipline io force meiv 
in England to come to church, and in France ta 
go to mafi ; in both places for the fame reafon» 
namely becaufe the difleoters (whofe objedions 
to ceremonies and outward forms are the fame 
in both kingdoms) have not^ mucboi externals* 
as is mcejfary to prtfcrve a fevfe of religion iffilf 

upon the minds of the people, * 

I 

And yet, my lord, the very beft of this force 
has fe Worn produced any thing better than hy- 
poaify f. Probability of amendment there caa 

be. 

f ** En Poitou & en Xaintonge, &c. les mei^sces 
*• Irs plus fieres, Ics coups de baion, la teireur U I* 
•• infwlence du Soldat fuivent de pres les premieies 
*• fommacion*. Par ce moyen en ne manqae pas dc- 
•* gagner beaucoup de gens, dans un fiede ou la vc- 
** ritable devotion Ml rare par-tout, & la France fort 
•• miferable. Ces Meifieurs les convertifleurs ont trop 
*« d'tfpr t pour n'etre pas convaincus que tous ces 
•• changemens (omfims^ Us voycnt que ces nou. 

•• veaux 
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be little or none where men attend religious fo- 
lemnities merely to avoid puniibment or cenfure. 

There is then no forcing religious refleftions 
this way. But perhaps your lordfliip might 
mean, that ^^ for mi and externals have in them- 
*• felves an inherent and natural virtue 10 force 
*' religious refleflions upon the mind, and to 
** work piety and repentance upon the heart.** 
And this, indeed, I fhould have thought the 
tnore obvious fenfe of your lordfhip's words, 
had it not been that I thought it alfo the lefs 
idefenfible of the two, becaufe it will be impof- 
llble to prove this to be true of one fort of forms 
and not of qnotber ; and what a door this will 
open to all manner of fuperflition and even 
idolatry, may be eafijy conceived * : It being 

•* veaax convcrtis ne vont a la Mefle pour piftpart que 
" le moins qu*ils peuvenC, qu'ii fiut les epier Sc Ics 
•• menactr, ii on veuiqu'il y affiflent. — Nc vcila-t-il 
" pas un defleia fort Apoftolique ?" &c. &c. Bayi.e 
Critique gtntraU dt l^HiJiure du Calvinifme d§ Mr. 
Maimburg, rm. I ///. Vill. pag, 134, 135. — Here 
we have ocular teftimony of the good efFeifls oi forcing 
religious reflcdions upon the mind by the means of 
external religion , and as thefe (and the fame will hold 
good of other fyftems) are to be iYwx^/eanJed ere they 
can have even thefe effcdls, may we not julHy con- 
clude that forms have naturally no^/^T^ or efficacy of 
their own to difpofe the mind to religion ? 

- • The prolific nature of ^;t/rr»^i/f is reprefented to 
the lif; in the excellent bifhop Fleeiuuoodh letter to an 
inhabitant of the parijb efSu Andrew's Holbou n. 
^orks, fol. 725, 72. • 

in- 
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indeed the very priociple on which the papift^ 
jaftify the adoration of images. Bat neither 
even thus do we get clear of the other kind of 
force J for if externals have this virtue to hferce 
religious rejie^'onsy &c. it nauft be right to com- 
pel thofe who are indifpofed to fuch refle<5lions> 
to attend thefe memorials; and if, as yom? lord- 
(kip has obferved^ the people are now in general 
wgligent in their attendance, I do not fee how 
cooipulfion of fome kind can be avoided. 

But inftead of conjeAnring how yonr IbrJ- 
(bip would explain this matter confidently with 
proteftant principles, I will beg leave to exhibit 
the very different accounts we have of the be- 
ginning and progrefs of religion from the 
apoAIes. 

He that comeih to God muji believe thai he hy 
and that he is a rcwarder cf them that diligently 
feek him^for without faith it is impoffibU tophafe 
God. Heb. xi. 6. 

If it be demanded how we may obtain faith> 
the apoftle Paulixniwtx^^ faith ametb by heariffg 
[or report^ and hearing by the word of Gtd* 
Rom. X* 17. 

Is then faith the whole of religion ? NOb To 
faith muft be added^ . virttte, knowledge^ t^mpg^ 

ratKi^ 
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-ranci^ fatiitue^ gsdlifii/s^ hrotberly kindmfs^ and 
-ebariiyi For if th^fi things^ (aye the apoftle Petn-, 
h injfiu and abound^ ihey make yzu neitber barren 
mr unfrmtful in ibe kntwkdge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; that is, they perfedl and complete 
your religion, ft Pet.u 5, >&€• 

But are not forms vtnd exterMals neceflary ;to 
xemiod the people of thefe thiqgs ? I (hould 
think not ; any farther than hearing the ^ord 
x>{ Qod may be fo called. If more was necefla- 
ry, here was precifely the |>lace whore Peter 
fhould have inferted his ritual*; for in this 
Very place he is endeavouririg that his readers 
wight have tbefe things always in remembrancfj 
after his deceafe^ v, 15. and yet nothing appears 
of -thefe endeavours befides his religious exhor- 
.lations.and inflruflions in thefe two epifilios. 

That external cbji£ls2ixt in fome cafes ufeful, 
and in others neceflary, to remind us of our 
.chriflian duty and devotion, .is true enough. 

'* Pefernot only omitted his ritual hcre^ but un- 
happily forgot to leave it behind him : For evea 
the papiils tbemfelves could never recover more of his 
mi^al than the Lord's prayer. Nu^a p' imo btc etant 
(fays Plat IN A, fpeaking of (he ceremonies of the 
•mafs) a omnia fitn^^lwter traSahanturm Pet r us 
jsnim^ uhi ccn/ecra'verati orafione Pater nofter, t>fus efi* 
. Juxit bac MYSTERiA Jacobus, &C. ^//. SiXTl 1. A 
hintuJiich prot^ilants fiiouldhave taken long ago, 

Ihe 
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The biovitts declare ihi glory 0/G0D9 andthg 
frmament (beweth bii handy-work. Pf. xix. To 
excite us to particular a£ls of charity, it is fome- 
times Deceflary we (houid see that our brother 
bath mcd. But where a man is blind and deaf 
to thefe natural and familiar admoDitions» there 
is, I doubt, but little hopes of his becoming all 
of a fuddtn pious and charitable on iht fight of ^ 
a churchy even of a cathedral^ a temple made 
with hands, and where, if the Scriptures deceive 
^us not, we know the Mofl High dwelleth not, 
in any higher fenfe than he dwelleth in other 
places where two or three are gathered toge- 
ther in his name. 

It was, we may well fuppofe, fome confide- 
rations fuggefted by thefe and the like palTages 
of Scripture, which gave occadon, ** in mofl 
'< ages of the church, to the care of reafonable 
** men to draw the people off from laying too 
** great weight upon external things; upon/^r- 
" mal afls of piety ;*' and for this care, your 
lordfliip allows, there has been,/«r thi mojlpart^ 
occafion. But, your lord(hip goes on, <* the 
<< fiate of matters is quite changed now with 
«* us. Thefe [external^ things are neglefled to 
« a degree, which is, and cannot but be at- 
<* tended with a decay of all that is ^ood.'* 

V Strange 
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Strange and miferable reverfe of things! 

What was a reafonable care in mo/I ages of the 

xhriftian chordi, and for which there has beea 

for the moft fart occalioo ; and a care too, as it 

plainly appears, excited by the very genias and 

^irit of the gofpel of Chrift, is at length fuper- 

4edcd by a chaage of which we have had no 

warning, nor had any reafon to expeA ; and it 

is now become highly feafonahU to lay the weight 

-on^ where reafonable men had all along taken it 

£^ — " highly feafonable now to inftruft the 

*' people in the importance of external religion.'* 

Is then the gofpel of Chrift fo fickle and 
-changeable, that it*s provifions and expedients 
of eternal life may be accommodated, like hu- 
man politicks, to the humours and interefts of 
<very faithlefs and perverfe generation ? No, 
jny lord, the means of falvation thro' Chrijl 
are, like their ever-blefled author, the fame yef 
terday^ to day^ and for ever *. Other foundalion 
eanno man lay, than is laidf. If in any ftate 
of the chrtjiian church it was reafonable to de- 
preciate the beggarly elements of external religion, 
it is juft as reafonable at this very hour. 

Far would I be from fixing upon your lord- 
Clip's words an iniinuation, that the care of 

* Hcb. xiii. 8. f ' Cor. iii. u. 

rea^ 
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reafinabU men above mentioQed hath in aoy de- 
gree contributed to tlie decay of all that is gc&J^ 
Yet furely your lord(hip (houid have apprized 
lis here, bow this decay and this ne^le^ came 
In company together ; and what dependance they 
have upon each other : your lordfliip's filence 
on this head yon will give me leave to fupply, 
from fome memoirs of a very good judge of 
fuch matters. 

•* I have ever efteemed our reformation frotn 
•* popery a great work, and blefs God for it 
^* daily ; and yet I am fometimes apt to call 
<< fome of thofe, who had the title of reformers 
<< (efpecially of the latter (ets in queen Eliza* 
*< beth*s time) very liitle men ; and think tb^ 
«* rather dcferve the char after of reformer 5, 
<< who laboured, at the expence of their eafe 
<< and fubfiftence, and fometimes of their lives, 
** to convince the nation that, as chriftians and 
" proteAants, we had common principles and 
** precedents enough in the New Teftament, 
<< upon which to unite and to edify each other, 
<< without having recourfe to idle and unnecef- 
'< fary human inventions. Thefo men eould 
<* hardly ever obtain an equitable or even a pa- 
'^ tient bearing from the people in power ; who 
<< never, that I can learn, gave any better reafon, 
«< for not taking th« courfe recommended to 

" thcffli 
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"^^ theoi) thaa that <^ th^e outward drcamftaa* 
^< ces were iadifiereot thingSi and that they had 
** auttm-itf to do as they pleafed aboat them." 

^< Later ages have had the advantage of ad« 
^< ding to this weighty argvtment, that of long 
^^pffisjUidni and what is there that humaa 
•* authority and antiquity together, have not 
'< coined into religion I And thus it is, that our 
«' ixternah have been blown up fo far beyond 
<< their natural fize and fignificance ; and have 
^< fo long taken place of better things, that we 
«* feem to have forgot where we began j and 
*< ffloft of us are as much at a lofsin this age for 
** true religion as ever. But iho' thefe pieces 
<* of antiquity will do little for our common 
'* people, who feem, indeed, of late to care as 
*• little for them as wifer men ; yet they will 
«* flill do for one fort among us : They will favc 
** them a great deal of trouble, and perhaps 
«* fomethiag elfe, which they might otherwife 
*< fuQain by being put into a laborious courfe 
*• of reforming and edifying the people coni- 
«* mitted to their care, by the toilfome method* 
«* of the gofpel. Let you and I be filent, and 
** make as good a (hift with them as we can ; 
** for, aflTure yourfelf, we {hall have nothing 
«* better in this age ♦." 

• From a private Letter written 173S. 
VOL. IV. G Whether 
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Whether tbh account of the Jecay of all that 
is goody or your lordfbip's has more of tratk 
and reafon in it, muft be left 10 the judgment 
of the public ; in the mean time, permit me 
humbly to reprefent to your lordftip, that, ia 
our prefent circumftances, i. It is not feafon- 
able to in(lru£t the people in the importanci of 
ixUrnal religion ; and, were It feafonable, that 
2. It is not praflicable to revive any greater 
reverence for our own external religion, than it 
has at prefent, by any fort of inftru£lion what- 
ever. 

I. InfiruAion in the importance of extern^ 
religion is not feafonable. That popery is gain* 
ing ground upon us daily, is a matter of fad 
attefled by very confiderable witnefles. Befidos 
others of no obfcure eftimation in the worlds 
an eminent and leading prelate * hath on two 
public occafions, one in 1745, and the other 
1750, given the nation warning of it : What the 
confequence of this may, and if it goes on, muft 
be, is eafily apprehended. " Every heart alie- 
«* nated from the protejhnt religion [to ufe the 
«' words of the fame judicious biftiop with a 
** little variation] carries off with it a pair of 

* 6p. Sherlock in his (ermon on the late nbelli^mt 
and in his letter to the clergy and people of London 
and iFtiminftertXx^otiQiXd^xoiioftht late earthquakes. 

2 ^^ bauds 
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^ hands from the defence of our gracious king 
*' and his government f." 

I win not fay but there may be different ways 
of accoandng for this increafe of popery ; hoc 
of this I am certain, that there is not an argu- 
ment for it, which can be fuppofed to influence 
onr common people, that does not derive it's 
weight from the value and importance oi external 
religion. 

And this deferves to be confidered by us of 
the church of England fo much the rather, as 
the diffenters affirm «* that the converts to po- 
** pery are gathered from our church by ihou- 
^^fands^ whereas it is hardly ever known that 
•* one is gained from them *." 

When I firft m€t with this ioterefting faft, 
I bethought me of confuhing Mr. lyhite's de- 
fence to fee what confolati n might be had from 
that : and his anfwer, which is remarkable, I 
(hall now fet down, as greaily to my prcfcnt 
purpofe. 

This gentleman having intimated, " that the 
" fuggeflion /w^;f be groundlefs,or, if true, may 

f Thankfgiving fermon before the commons, 
June J, 1716. 

♦ DilTcnting gentleman's i ft anf^ er to Mr. Whiti% 
letters, pag. 12. 

G 2 M be 
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<< be well accounted for by the difproportion m 
** tbe numbers belonging to each party ;" goes 
on thus : *' And if more, in proportion to the 
'* number of each, have been gained from 
*< amongft ui^ the reafon why is not that which 
*«.he has fuggefled \vl%. the conceJJUm in xxth 
*• article of our church] but another, even the 
•* multitude of fefts that are among us. We, 
•* for the moft part, are educated and inJlruSfed 
** in juft notions of the nature^ unity and commu* 
<< nion of the catholick church, maintained ia 
•• the church of England^ and of the great Im- 
•* PORTANCE and necessity thereof; while 
•* their people are, generally, fo inftrufted, as 
•* to have no kind of notion of thefe matters, or, 
*' if any, itisonlyof lheno-ncceflity,or rather, 
'* the infignificancy thereof. And hence it is 
** natural for our people to be more eafily fcan- 
*' dalized at thofe fchifms and divifions which 
*< they fee among us, and more fufceptiblc of 
'* impreffions from the artful infinuations of 
<« Romljh cmifTaries concerning them. This is 
«' far more like than that he affigns to be the 
•• true reafon that more converts *,*' &c. 

See here, my lord, the diflenter*s charge not 
only confefled, but clearly made out by this 
acute advocate for the church of England !_ 

• ift Defence, pag. 16. 
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^* Far more like ?" Why, is it not the very fame, 
only pu(hed more home, and exempilficd in 

plainer and ftronger terms ? The church of 

England claims a power to decree rites or cere- 
monies, and authority in controverfics of faith, 
and thereupon founds the necessity and im- 
portance of unity and communion with her.— 
Here the ii<j/Wf7«//? ftrikes in and fays, *' Aye, 
«' but the church of England does not pretend 
•* to be the cathdkk churchy and confequently 
*^ can maintain no fuch claim. The catholick 
** church is with usj and us only, and it is there 
** that you muft look for the necejpty ancj impcr^ 
** tance of unity and communion." 

It is therefore for the honour of the church 
of England, to obfervc that fhe gives none of her 
members any fuch notions of unity and commu- 
nion as Mr. PFhite pretends. She acknowledges 
and prays for all as members of the catholick 
church, who •* call themfelves chriftians, and 
•* hold the faith in unity of spirit in the bond 
"of peace and in righteoufnefs of life."' The 
Tifible church of Chrift, (he defines [art. xix.] 
to be ** a congregation of faithful men, ia the 
"•• which the pure word of God is preached, and 
•' the facraments be duly miniftered according 
•• to Chrift's ordinance, in all thofc things that 
«* of tiicefftty are requifite to the fame ;" and 
what is not " of neceffity requifite to the fame'* 
G 3 ^^ 
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flie tells us, art. xxxiv. viz. the rites or cere- 
monies of every particular or oational churctk 
•* ordained only by man's authority/* 

Whaty«/? mtiom now can the church of Eng-^ 
land give, confidently with thefe her capital 
doArines, of the importance^ and more efpecial- 
ly of the necejftty of communion with her^ or 
with any other particular or national churchy 
where the peculiar diftin£lions ^e human rites 
and ceremonies^ or, in your lordihip's language, 
ferms and externals? And how (hould her 
members who SLvejuJlfy educated and inftrufted, 
be fcandalized at divifions, at which tlie church- 
herfelf is not fcandalized ? For my own part, if 
there is any man who teaches or propagates any 
fuch notions, as tend to create the fcandal and 
fufcepiibility of Romijh infinuations that Mr. 
^/ h:t€ fpeaks of, I am for having him feverely- 
cenfured as an uufound member of the church 
of England. 

In agreement with thefe doAriaes and defi- 
. Dittons, it is abfolutely neceflfary to underftaod* 
the TTord church in riie xxth article. So Mr* 
Rogers underftood it, namely for every membir rf^ 
fiund judgment in the fame ; apd Rogers^ writitog' 
Quder the wing, and probably by the dirodtion 
of Bancroft [as high % churchman as tmr pre- 
£d«d io it| Iihm/ excepted] wa$ not likely to go> 

biUvt 
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Xr£f(; the fcofe of the church ia his expofitioo f 
whatever fenfe may have been put opoo the 
words fince thofe days, concerniDg which I think 
the chnrch of England (much, I am afraid, to 
her lofs and detriment} has been too filent and 
paffive* 

And here I cannot but (lop a while to con- 
template the dexterity of our champions in (hift- 
icg their ground, and changing their batteries 
againft the diflenters. Heretofore it was pre- 
tended that our feAs were the fpawn of the Je^ 
fuitSt that Jefrnts had been known to mix among- 
ihem, and' that many of their tenets were the 
feme with thofe of that order of men*, &c. But 
furely the Jefuiis were viler politicians than or- 
dinary in this mifapplication of their craft ; the 
feftaries, in virtue of their education and in- 
firuCbionitfeems^h^ve ftood their ground, and 
bid defiance to all their artifice ; while the mem- 
bers of the church of jE«^/^?«i— But forbid it 
heaven that this (hould be the truth of the 

* There feems to be an inclination in a late learn- 
ed and fpirited writer, to fix a charge of this nature 
upon the methodiils \enthufiafm of the papifls andm^- 
thodiRs compare Jt part ii. pag. 179. to /he w//] Whc- 
Aer popery will thrive better in this new iedt than it 
.hafldoneinthofe of longer (landing, time muft (hew. 
However, what this ingenious author fays, about the 
middle of pag. 178. is well worth remarking, and 
not fbrdgn to the cafe in hand. 

G 4. cafe i 
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cafe ; and as Mr. ^^/V/faimfelf, and more than 
he are difpofed to queftlon the faft, may I with 
all deference to your lordlhip's beach hnmbly 
fiiggefty that this matter may be examided tOh * 
the bottom, and (ktisfafiion given to all hh* 
majefty's faithful and afFeftionate fubjcdb;. 
which may eafily be done by their lordfhips re- 
quiring pun^ual anfwers to two fhort qnerieSv 
fent to the minifter and churchwardens of every 
parifli, viz. 1 . How many perfons in your pa- 
ri(h have been perverted to popery within thefc 
laft — years ? and 2. How many of thofe ib 
perverted had been of the church of England^ 
and how many of them proteftant diflenter»^ 
and of what denommaiion ? But 

2. I am afraid, my lord, in(lru£lioa in the 
importance of external religion would, at thii 
time, be unfeafonable on another account ; the* 
people who would mod want thefe inflru^^ions, 
are, it is doubtful, uninfttuAed not only in the. 
importancij but in the very principles of any re- 
ligion. The ignorance of our common people 
even in thofe religious matters which are eafieft 
to underftand, as well as to remember, I mean 
the hiftorical paflages of the New Tcftament, is. 
hardly to be conceived by thofe who have not 
had fome particular occafion of converfing with, 
them on thefe fubjefts j much lefs do they know> 
the faving truths of the gofpel) &Dd the terms of 

fttemai 
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eternal life grounded on that hiftory ; would 
your lord(hip have the inftrudion of this fort 
begin at the importance oi txternalsm religioQt? 
•w -Thefe at the bed are but ufeful or edifying as 
* modes of exprefling the faith and piety that is 
already in the heart : but what proiefiant or 
chriftian ufe can they make of them, to whom 
externals have nothing to convey worth their 
having, and who have nothing to exprcfs by 
their means ? But, 

2». It is not prafticable, I imagine, to revive 
any greater reverence for our cz(;« externals, than '■ 
they have at prefent, by any fort of inftru£lion. 
For, 

I.) Ifiheftrefsof this iDflruflion is to be 
laid on the edifying nature of the things thcm- 
fislves, they have had their weight for a ccurfc 
of no lefs than two hundred years, and can na-- 
turally make no flronger impreflions than they 
have done. Every argument has been offered 
in their behalf which the mofl ingenious and 
learned men in the kingdom could think of. 
And if it might be fqppofed that new arguments 
and topics in their favour could be found out ; 
yet, if, as the honeft gentleman above quoted 
has remarked, thefe externals are inconvenient 
and difgufting in the pracligal part, thefe new 
arguments will be fo far obftrufled in iheir ope- 
ration, and fail in their effeft. 

Gs 2.) 
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2.) It will be remembered that there have: 
beea men in our commuQion of equal judgment, 
aod, perhaps for the mod part» in equal oum^ 
bers, who have beea differently perfuaded con* 
cerning the edificaiion to be had from our forms: 
Neither will it be forgot, that thefe very forms, 
comprized in the word, churchy have given coun* 
tenance and occaGon to much diforder and ill 
temper, and to much faAion and fury in the 
jkingdom : and tho' this circprnftance of itfelf 
(hould be no argument agaroft the things them- 
felvcs, yet it will be mad^oneymdl doubt moro 
pains mud be taken to teach people to di^in^ 
guijh in fuch cafes, than the clergy well can^ 
or will be willing to fpare from other bufinefs* 
The intrigues of Charles the fecond's time, and 
the inconfiftency of the aft of uniformity with 
his two declarations, nothing can glofs ovier. A 
late fenfible and fufficiently cautious writer, 
whom I have qdoted above, has indeed ventured 
to hint that the government at that time in mak- 
ing this law had lomtfenfe of tnconvmentis^ and 
were direfted by conCderations of propria^ 
in the alterations they made in our fervice. His 
words are thefe : ** At the time of the reflpra*- 
«* lion of the church and monarchy—— our li- 
** turgy had beent)ut of ufe, as well in private 
*« as in public afTemblies, almoft twenty years. 
"Yet it is obfervable, that even then, the go- 
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«* VBintacnt was fo fenftble of the incowuemenas 
** of any great alteration in forms which the 
'^'peoplehadyet fome remembraQce of, as to 
'^ think it proper to direfl the commiffioners, 
<< appointed to confider of thofe things, to avoids 
^* as much as may be, even all abbnviamns that 
•* fliould be found neceflary *." 

Here we fee the eftablifhrnent ofy^ much men 
than fome people hoped for, or, confidering the 
declarations abovementioned, had good rea(fo&; 
to hope for, is afcribed iofenfihUity and tender-^ 
mfs ior the people; perhaps this writer may. 
beiieve fo, and perfaade fome others to be o£. 
that mind; 

But however that be, the (hcets of this pam> 
phlet were fcarce dry from the prefs when ano- 
ther made its appearance, in which the author 
gives us leave to tbtak very differently of this 
matter. What he fays of the a^ of uniformity- 
is as follows : " How thefe words, to the ufe of^ 
*• came to be omitted out of the exprefs form of 
*^ words that are ordered to be read in church. 
'^ for a legal qualification! I cannot fay, nor 
** wliether they were omitted out of negleft or 
^' by. deiign : but I own, it feems to me, when; 
^* I confider the humour of the times when that 

• Fr, and Imp. Confid. pag. 5, 6^. 

G 6 «* a<at' 
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*^ fkCt WAi fnadCf that it wai done with itf/ifn ^ 
«* m n iNAnft to oblige poor confcientioo* men 
'* \y|io did not read tlie tA of pdrliiifncnt tt 
*' lengtbf to ^ive up tlieir lltlngi, rather than 
** declare their unfeigned aflent and confent fo 
«< all and every thing contained In thi If9§t p/ 
•• comrndft' pray try 

Yotir lord All p here feei two ¥ery different 
opinion» of the men and fimea when ibi nfi 
tfunijormity^ which eftablifliei our prefent ex- 
ternally wai made* If the opinion of the latter 
}f to be regarded, all may not be right with the 
ntrrtioU themielvca in favonr of which foch a 
ba(c flndrruci anificc wn^proic^cd* It iitrnoy 
the ofhcr //criilcm;in would give ti9 a different 
\AvA oi tl)c dirpdrition And ronnciU of thofc 
fiinr^ ; hiif why Oioold wr hclirvr the one, rAllicr 
iImh the other ^ H, ao rr»mmon fanir report?, 
and thcfiprritlrni;in himfrlf intirnatcO) the Coiifi- 
drr^T ptihliflird his wf;tk undrr the wing iA 
atiihCMify; thft other tUtUxr^ liitnftif Xohra 
thr^yman nftht f/laiUfltrd churd). And the fj/t*y 
fpokR fn/firirnMy ft,\ \\\% yjn^A frnfc und intcp.ti- 
ly* And, if he alfo in;iy h;ivc the aid of com- 

• 'JHt %M\\\tif fiihj/iirn rhi" noff • •• An#l »rrririf- 
•' M.;*;!/ thrir wrrr %?.'»*, \trt[i*ut, Uipif wfrr ii'hjjily 
•* <'f|iiivrn f,\ !l»nr I viitj"j f^rlifr triMh fij;rnit Vi llr 
•• f f If 1 J ff* nl/ri|« .* /.„<1 ,t ,1 VI Mill (/ui liOti'.f-, ^/ 
fn' ifii hy Mil utfl'ffi,i-liyft^ 

noa 
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lighedraok^ 

Tbefe are di£5M:uIttes, my lord, wbicfa, whoa 
-ihey fall ia a clergyman's way, will greatly ob- 
ftru£t his inftruAions ia the importance of our 
externals- Nor, 

3.); Dal apprehend he will have much bettor 
iticcefs in urging the authority of the. church. 
The time was indeed when the language oimoji 
of our clergy was, &tir not ajiep out of the dire^ . 
pathi of the church f ; znAthen conftderable num- 
bers of the people were inclinable enough to 
Bftcn to them. But thejiate of matters is quite 
changed with us nowm this refpeft alfo ; and ma- 
ny accidents have intervened, which will prc- 
.TFent our retreating into \h\sJironghold^ or, how- 
ever, our fortifying it into a tenable poji. 

The incomparable biftiop Burnet in the dedi^ 
cation of the third volume of his hiftory of the 
«/<?rm^/w«, printed 1 715, has thefe remarkable 
words. " Your majefty, we truft, is defigned 
^* by God to compleat the reformation itfelf ; to 
•** rectify what may be yet amifs 5 and to fupply 
•* what is defective among us ; to oblige us to 
^ live and to labour more fuitably to our profef- 

t Memorial of the church of Engfand^ in Coke's 
decedlioi), vol. iii. pag. 247 » 

«< iion j 



B5 8 Tbe Pillars of PktBSTcit aft 
*^ fioa ; and utiitt us more firmly amosg our- 
^ felves, to bury, and for ever to extingoiih the 
** fears of our relapflag again into popery ; and 
^ to eflablifli a confidence and correfpondence 
^ with the proteftant and reformed churches^ 
« abroad.'* 

We have here the teftimony of^«/ bifhophow 
little expedient it was to adhere, wkbont d)!vi- 
ation, to the paths of the church : About rire 
fame time more of them gave their united opi- 
nion of the confequences of this doArine of the^ 
wumorial to this ciTeft : 

** We are the more concerned, &c. — becaufe- 

■ ** fome who have valued themfefves, and have. 

** been too much valued by others, for a pre* 

*^ tended zeal for the churchy have joined witb< 

*« papiJIs in thefe wicked attempts f." &c. 

^ Since this time it hath been obferved that our 
great churchmen in general have, greatly to- 
their honour, laid afide much of this ignorant 
and impatient zeal of contending to the utter— 
moft for every appendage to the church of 
England \ they are known to be frietids to tole- 
ration, and to have more nK)derate and equitable 
fentiments concerning fome particulars in ouT' 

f The bi(hops declaration teHifying their abhor- 
rence of rebellion, 1715. 

prefeQfc 
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prefeot ecclefiaftical eftablUhmcat, than, their 
fbrefethere expreflecU 

In thefe circomftaQces it weuld be in vain for 
the inferior clergy to attempt to build any great 
matters in favour of exUmal rtUgion upon zzeal 
for the church \ accordingly that fpirit hath alfo- 
greatly fubfided among themj and one perhaps 
might go back fome years without finding any. 
thing of that furious kind in print, which ufed'. 
to pcfter the public ia the days of Sacheverel*. 

One things indeed, niy lord, there is in all 
this, which I find amufes thinking people a good 
deal : Since a departure from the paths of the- 
church is, of late days, neither fo ofTcnfive to 
church ovjlate, as heretofore j but on the con- 
tfary> may very well be borne with j it is won- 

♦ So I thought, when I wrote this. But fauntpring 
into a bookleller's (hop, not long after, the firil thing 
I laid my hands on was a pamphlet, written, as the 
tide-page imports, by fomethingof/ v^j/^r, which 
on the firft opening, exhibited a charad^er of the 
petition to parHaraent from the city of Briffo!^ in fa. 
vourof a bill for the naturalization of foreign prote- 
fiants, in the decent terms of an attemft to Jill the 
nation ivith htfigars andfcbifmaticks, I am told the 
fttppo(ed author is an elderly man. What a miferabJe 
time muft he hate had with this teizing, hungerfbrv- 
cd, (blitary daemon oiScbfm at his elbow for the laft 
twenty or thirty years ? — But, Quaere — What is the 
proper religious appellation of an Englifli protefhmt 
(^ our national church at Geneva P ^ 
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dered* what (hoold hinder a free and inapartitF 
inquiry whether the paths of the chnrch are 
really fo dire^ as to admit of no juft amend* 
ment, and'efpeclally asfome iuggeflioffs to the 
contrary have been offered to the public, which 
appear to many pious and judicious members of 
the cftabliftied church to have great weighty, 
and will, I apprehend, be anothjer means of 
rendering ineflFeftualbur inftruftions in the /w- 
portance oi' gxtirnalnlfgion^ as it is cifcum- 
Jftanced in our church at this time. 

For my own part, my lord^ I am firmly per^ 
fuaded that if every thing be abfolutcly right 
in the church oi E>igland^ our forefat-hers aftcd 
not only more wifely, biu morerighieoufly thaa 
we, in compelling people to come into her, and 
in diftrefling thofe who would not : On this fup- 
pofition, all who deviate from the church, devi- 
ate from the. word of God (for that is the 
church's rule) and ' ought on no account to be 
tolerated. But if there is any confiderable room 
for amendment and alteration for the better, we 
are, upon our own principles oipreving all things 
by the war J ^/Cj^^^, evidently condemned j ftir^ 
ling, in fadt and inpraSiicei not ajiep out cfthe- 
paths of the churchy even whilft the tno/l of \i% 
perhaps are confcious thatfome of thefe paths " 
are far from being iodireSi as the application of 
ouF great rule would make them. 
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To the year 171 8, ^vhen the bill repealiDg the 
^cafional znA fcbifm aSti was ia debate, bi(hop 
Kennet defined the charch of England tx>h^ jf 
fcriptural infliiuiion upon a legal eftahliPiment^ t 
with which defiaition I have always been ex* 
. tremely pleafed> and at the (ame time extremely 
delirous to have it verified. 

Concerning the UgalUy of the eflabliflimenr^ 
there is not, nor can be, any difpote : It will 
admit of no controverfy among thofe who hold 
all their civil rights and privileges under the 
fame authority which eftabliftes the church : the 

, queftion upon which we are chiefly divided, has 
been concerning the fcriptural injlitutkn. A 
point, which, in reverence to an higher legiila-^ 
tare, (hould certainly among proteftants be 
equally clear : If this matter is not yet fufficient* 
]y decided in our favour f , it is by no means> 
expedient to taie it for grantedy or to confidcr \t 

. in the light of a point of hcnour, fince by fuch 
indolence, or fuch arrogance, we are lofing the 
mod valuable advantages and benefits of our 
eftablifliment ; the true original end of which' 
undoubtedly is, the edification of the people of 

♦ TiftdaPs Continuation, &vo. voI^xxviLpag^. 240. 

-|- Whether it is or not, we may form (bme-judg- 
ment, perhaps, by the controverfy between Dr. M- 
shls and Mr. Pierce, and more lately between Mr. 
ijF'i&//tf and the ili£ennNg geatlemtin, &c &c. 

God, 
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God, wor (hipping him with one heart and ivitb 
one month : nor can we ever be jnflly vindicat* 
cd, by barely conniving at, and permitting the- 
feparation of fo many of our chriflian brethren, 
upon fcruples fo important to them, and, as we- 
are oftentimes driven to confiefs, fo little impev 
tant to ns. 

«* Where nnity and peace are dffi-egarded*^ 
^ devotion mud be fo too, as it were bynaturaP 
•^confequencefi'*^ and difregarded out of alt 
doubt they are, whilft we fuffer it to remain a* 
qneflion (which has fome undeniable probable- 
Eties agahaft ns) whence and by whom the offencr 
umtth. If that may not be dearly determined 
by the word of God, it \riH not be very eafy 
to afcertain the grounds upon whicb fo fevere 
a WQ is denounced againft ihe offen'deF. 

So that, my lord, in whatever light we con- 
fider this fubjcft, it is neither feafonabfe nor 
expedient, nor at all condtrcive to revive prac- 
tical religion in the hearts of our people, ta 

f I have borrowed thefe words from the 17th page 
of a fermon preached zx Halifax in Yorkflnrt^ July 
1 7 5 1 , by J^obn Wai/on A. M. fellow of Brtjtn ^ No/i 
college in O^©^^ and curate of Halifax: which if 
any man, who has iixpence to fpare, will parchaft«. 
perufe, and lay to heart,.he will lay oat his time ao4 
his money vexy well*. 

preach) 
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preadi up the impwrtamce ofcxttrKmls in genenl^ 
• orof ovcywn in ptrticnlar. 

The ii^ipmnatut of ixteruMl rdigim is the grand 
engine of the papifts, which they pUy with the 
greafeeft tSc£k upon our commoa people, wha 
are always fooneft taken and iofnared by f,nn 
and ft)ew ; and, fo far as we concur with iheo^ 
in the priodple, we are doing their work, fince 
if externals, as fach, ^re .important^ the plaia 
natural confequence is, tk^ mati of ihtm the 
heiUr. 

On another band, our advocates for the 
church obferve and declare^ ** that our contro- 
^* verfy with the proteftant diflenters is not^ 
^< about matters of faith^ for they fubfcribe the 
^ fame articles of faith that we do ;'' confe- 
quently the difpute is about externals 2^A forms ; 
and toin(lru6l the people in the importance of 
our own peculiar modesy as diAio A from, and ex • 
dniiveofany other, is to widen this breach, and 
weaken the proteftant intereft thii way too ; and 
aot to revive praAical religion, but to foment 
and Inflame contention, and every evil work. 

In the next place, the excellent author of 
the effaj m fpirii (ays, that ^^ a man who fub« 
•* icribes only for peace fake, and thcprefcrva- 
^ tknof the outward fonns of Ibdety, may, for 
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♦* prudential reafons, honeftly fubfcribe ancf 
•« fubmit to foe ufe of one eftablifticd forra, 
'• though he, in his own private opinion, may 
" think cncther to be better."" There is, my 
lord, great rcafon to believe, that the honeft 
and thinking fubfcribers among the clergy of 
the church of England ^re, many of them, in 
thefe circumftances. With what heart and 
confcience can thefe men fer about inftruftiarg 
the people in the importance of znj thing which" 
they believe to be not fo edifying as fomcthing 
clfe in the room of it would be ? 

Upon the whole, tftar a praflicaf fenfe of 
religion is at a very low ebb among all ranks 
of our people, I very readily agree with your 
Tordftiip J that this matter ought to be very 
•ferioudy confidered by chriftian minifters of 
all orders and degrees^ none will deny ; whe- 
ther the method pointed out by your Ibrdlhip' 
in this part of your charge, is fo likely to re- 
vive either the credit or the influence of reli- 
gion, as fome other methods defcribed and en- 
joined in St. Paul's charges to Timothy and 
77/«j, or whether indeed your lordfhip's me- 
thod is at all proper for the purpofe in our 

preftnt fituation, and laftly, whether our 

externals in religion, and the circumdances, 
appendages^ and conditions relating to them». 

do» 
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Ao not rather obflru£(, than forward true 
4:briAiaa edification, is freely fubmitted to the 
judgment of the ferious, difinterefted, and 
impartial part of the public, and mod humb- 
ly recommended to your lord(hip*s fecond 
thoughts, by. 

My Lord^ 

Tour Lordjhifs 

moft refpc^ful Serveniy Sec. 
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POSTSCRIPT* 

IiN the 1 2th page of this charge yourlordOiip 
, fpeaks of the law of virtue written uptm our 
hearts^ as a topic proper to be infifted on by 
the clergy from the pulpit ; by which, I fup- 
pofet your lordfliip may meaa what is common- 
ly -called the law^ or the religion of nature. Now, 
my lord, if there is really fuch a law written in 
every man's heart, will it not clearly follow, that 
religion may, and indeed muft be preferred 
among mankiod, whether there is any outward 
frmoiiiy or not? 

I (hould think too, that, whatever becomes 
of external forms in religion, it greatly concerns 
your lord(hip, that this doftrine of a natural law 
iliould be, not only true in a philofophical 
theory, but (airly exemplified in a praftical 
fyftem, vifible and intelligible to the whole 
world ; your lordfhip having exprefly afferted 
elfewhcre, that ** \i m revelation there be found 
*• any fojfages, ihtfeeming meaning of which is 
•' contrary to natural religion, we may mofi cer- 
" tainly conclude, that fuch feeming meaning is 
** not the real one f-" But who can poflibly 
conclude thus, till he has a mojl certain fyftem 

t Bp, Buthrh Analogy, pag. i6o. 

of 
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mH natural religkm to iBterprct J^th femit^ 
oeaaiogs by ? 

The firft time I took particular notice of this 
paflage^ was in a controverfial pamphlet upoa 
the cafe of fabfcripcion to the xxxix articles of 
oiur chnrcb, where it was cited, as I remember, 
to difcredit ya^/fr/^/itfH, even to the Scriptuns^ 
cxplaiaed any other wife than by- tbe /uiff€riber*s 
owttfinfe of ihcm, without admitting any man^or 
any body of men, to judge of the orthodoxy, the 
trnth, or the propriety of that fenfc; and I 
thought this authority from your lordihip very 
full to the writer's purpofc. 

But how will this agree with the importance- 
ifixternal religion^ the great fupport of which, , 
among uj, is fubfcription to human forms and 
compofitions ? Are ihefe externals written in 
our hearts too, and a part of the code natural? 

However, it is but jufiice to your lordfhip, 
to obferve, thai this incautious dodlrine of the 
analogy is moft efFeftually confuted by an obfer- 
vation of your lordfhip's in this very charge, 
pag. i(,f;/as. " The infinite grealnefs of God's 
«* fchcme of government, both in extent and 
** duration, togerher with the wife connexion 
•* of its parts, and the impoffihility of accounting 
*^f%r the feveral parts, vii\iio\xi feeing the whole 
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^ planrf'frminui to which they ralate ; wfaidi 

^< IS ^ymd the ntmoft ftrtub o£ <mr «JMbr» 

lam very ftrreyoor lordfiiip wiQiiotinalce 
the leaft difficulty in admitting the feTefal dif- 
penfatioDS and circumftancesof revealed religion 
to be parti of this fchtme of governmenty this 
flan oi providence : As, therefore, to fcfc the 
wijdom, propriety J or connexion of alt tBefe parts, 
or to fee the whole plan of providence^ is beyoiid 
the utmoft ftretch of human underftanding, to 
which this great interpreter, natural religion^ 
pretends only to be commenfurate^ what fhould 
hinder us from concluding, that many feenvng 
meanings in our bibles may be real ones, any 
thing to the contrary in natural religion not- 
withfianding. 

To fpeak my own fentiments freely, I have 
no better opinion of the clearnefs^ certainty^ uni- 
formity^ univerJaUt)^ &c. of this law of virtut 
written in the human hearty than I have of the 
importance of external religion : There is a cir- 
cumflance attending this doctrine which ren- 
ders the truth as well as the merits . of it 
extremely doubtful, and that is, that, in its 
application to pra£lice, it is not only not ufeful 
for want of proper explanation, but, fo far as it 
is underflood, exceedingly pernicioos to the 

prin- 
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f rindples and mortis of our CMiimoa people, 
^d, to fay the tratb, to the great as well as t!^ 
finall vulgar. 

The certaia conreqaenoe of referriag maa- 
kiad to a law §/ nature or virttu wriitin ttpm 
tbdr bimriSj is, their haviog recourfe to thtirown 
^gnfi rf things on all occafioos, which beiog, m 
a great majority, no bcitter than family fuperAi* 
tion, party prejudice, or felf-ioterefted artifice 
(perhaps a compound of all) will be too apt to 
over-rule the plain, generous, felf denying and 
humble precepts of thegofpel, after all that can 
belaid to difgrace them ; and much more when 
they pafs for the di^ataoi natural nligiony and 
people arc told into th^bargain (which, I am 
afraid, is too often the cafe) that thefe diftatcs 
differ no otherwife from ihof? of the gofpcl, 
than as the latter are enforced by more explicit 
promifes, and pofitlve authority. 

If therefore natural religion (be it what you 
M\ as to its intrinfic merit) is liable to be thus 
miftaken, it is high time to have done with it in 
the pulpit } very few of our common people are 
philofophers, or can fee far enough into the na- 
ture of things to analyfe virtue into its coropo* 
jient parts ; and if they are once led into a mif- 
take fo favourable to their own conceits and 
prepofleflions, no fubfequent explanations will 
{erve to fet them right : For, having fent them 

VOL. IV. H to 
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to iheir own heads and hearts for a rule 6f Kfi^ 
you will be greatly difappointed if you expeft 
they will allow you to manage it for them. 

Upon this accounty my lord> I would have 
religion proved, defended^ and taught by the 
cbriflian minider from the B I B L £ only ; and 
I would have every fuch minifter plainly and 
honeftly tell his people that he has m ethsr 
proof of its original, its truth, its obligationSf 
its prefcnt benefkfi, or its future rewards, to lay 
before them, than what is contained in the 
Scriptures ; which I would alfo have him to 
exhort them to fearch and fludy for themfdves 
with the utmoft diligence and application-; and 
then he may fafely lef the reXl be at their owa 
peril. 

And here I cannot but talce notice, before I 
make an end, of my Angular misfortune in dif- 
fering from one of your lordftiip's diftingui(hed 
merit, and eminent ftation,in two fo confiderable 
articles, as, J law cf virtue written upon our 
hearts f and The importance of external religion^ 
which, indeed, it is not common to find among 
tht favourite opinions of one and the fame man. 

Perhaps it may be as uncommon to find them 

in difgrace with one and the fame man : But fo 

it happens : I have had a long, and, as I am 

•crily perfuaded, a reafonable quarrel to them 

3 Ifotb^ 
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iatb^ as well on account of the uoffieadly coa« 
traft^.betwcea the theories on which they arc 
fcverally fupported^ and the genuine grounds of 
the chriftian difpenfaiion, as for the incredible 
mifchief they have done to pra<9ical religion g 
being adopted as principled by infinite number* 
of onr people who neither know the meaning of 
the ^n^, nor the wfcs of the other, and to whom 
they have been, in different ways, inftruments 
to miflead them from the wholfome and living 
waters of the gofpcl, to the brolcen and muddy 
dfterns of human fuffdeyjcy and hi man authority. 
To the firft we owe the flourifliing (late of />- 
fidelity and its legitimate progeny, a profligate 
corruption of manners, among all ranks and de- 
grees of our people; to the latter we are behoU 
den for the progrefs and advancement of popery 
(thebafeft and moft (hamelefsof all fuperAitions) 
to the manlfeft hazard of our civil and religious 
liberty, which will be no longer fafe than our 
gracious and righteous foverdgn, and his pro- 
teftant defcendants, are fecure from the inceflant 
. and diabolical machinations of Rom'iJI) emiffa- 
ries \ from which may God*s good providence 
continue to proteft them ; in which prayer, 
notwithftanding my opinion of the tendency of 
your lordfhip's doflrine, lam perfeftly aflured, 
your lor dlhip will join with, 

My Lordy (once more) 

Tgut Lordfi)lp\ &Cv 
H z 
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♦ Mr. Arnatl^ aothor of this ingenious traft, an(f 
©f the Animaiverficns on a eerhMn PrtIaU*s Remarkf^ 
&c. inferted in the 3d vol. of this work, was a man fa 
jfkigtllar and extraordinary that a (h«rt ftccount of him 
Will ht aecf^able to the reader. 

He was clerk to an attorney, when being recom- 
mended to SlrRoirfrt H^ntpfsls as a nran of moft ready 
wit and invention in jvroingy ht cock him into his 
ftrvice, and employed Wm ior a oourle of years in 
writing tht F.ru Briton^, and other f^)ers in defence 
of his admiififi'ration, for 'which wt 'afiigned him a 
thoufand pounds yearly out of the treafurv : and be- 
fides thofe public papers^iie wrote feveral occafional 
trafls in defence of his Patron, who laid the treafury 
f)pen CD hisjdemamds. But wh^n Sir ^cbert reflgncdr 
ail his fopplies beiag, iloppedi and having fpent hit 
ir.oney as faA as he received it,/dnd beiqg in debt a 
fhounjnd potthds, lie died of a broken heaft 16' the 
261 h year of his age. *, • 

His iavcation was fo qiHck, that Sir Robert ufed 4a 
fay, no man in England coM write a pampblel in fo 
Ji:tlc time as Jknail: Hi* expcncee wcrcVtoundlefs^ 
having at one time leady furnifhed lodgings in thcee 
ditTereni parta of the city, aad kttfm^ a (toach and 

He was author of the LattrJo Dr. C^dfx on, his 
r^deft inftruRhn to the cro^n, in ih* cJaft* ol t)r. 
'Ryndle^ appointed biihop' of LoniimiiWy : he alfo 
.wioie OjpDfiticn no (.nof of Pa'tUtifm^ ClodiM4»ttd 
Cicero ; and many other political tra^s, all very in- 
genious and plaufible apologies for the adminiflration 
of that time. It is (kid, thajt he afiedcd to be a 
gentieman^ but behaved in all comp airi ct a»an ano. - 
neyj iJet k. 
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Rev^ifid Sir, + 

ALTHOUGH I am a Jew, a ctrcumcifed 
yevx^ii will be allowed me co^ddrefi 
myrelf to a ciny/ian high prie/l^ nor 
will the rMins of our Teliglon tot^eBin B>e for 
Ms appKcatioo^ fiocc I come to 70a in behalf 
of a numerous iHnocmt people, groaning under" 
oppreflioo^ obliged to contribute to every pub?« 
lie charge, yet excluded from every public em- 
ploymcat ; atad this^ on no other account thair 
that of religion, though you know, and, I doubc 
xiot, are ready to avow, that the christian 
religion was never Intended^ nor otighc, to Lavs 

f Dr^ 'G/4/^ir,»bi(hop of Lon/on. 
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The truth iS| that we, the Jiws of t^isluDg* 
dom, who t»Ye always t>een pc^cea^e wejii* 
^ipeaoing meOi fabmUted with patieoce.tQ,t^U 
•bardfhip,. b^caufe we never jetfaw our dtpj^jain 
^fMiDtrymeo agreed in opinion, whaber ^^ 
i*^^}^ genera) are <^«Alifie4 ^ Mbrifiknity ttfi^f 
/^i^ipublic employments ; ^nd we were tedrtp 
Relieve, that if the/ni/i&^/G^^dinitte^ offe 
flifmh difliQ&ion> if A^r^ioiif mig^t he fi^iF^^ 
ttom chrifiians^ and only tbofiSoC^/iraiccrfr/ 
complexion entitled tcoffice^ tfaer.^fVf iftdU^ 
jfjicconld nothppe for ciuch: in^frfg^nc^ fropi 
• people who hzf^foMuUforHiiimt^rj^ ,., , 

' fint £nce this/ umUingHdicl efoJiM litkdtf 
to be taken away, fioce it it pi^poTed tbftl aa 
man's rblioious opimONs Siall be aiqf 
Ibhger his avil qnalification or-dUqaalificatioil^ 
wt hope, Aizipr§tiftant£ffinttrs ^It not betfac 
mly mn received within this righteotfs "coiipf 6* 
iienfion, bat that\^dir, Sir, whole eqih^f^ we 
reverentc, though we diflfer from yoor faith, 
wHl be our patron on the principle of imfcvf/M 
chdritj ; that JiS the great apojile of your ifcte- 
lation gldrred to bfe ftiled ihthpoftliofibe'Gik'^ 
t'tUsy you will thinic it 410 difhonour to be the 
BISHOP OF TME Jews, and that ^s your^tf* 

vlour 
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t^/MfT hlmrdf ftid of mac ixt bb toes, : we - may 
fay of yoQ with cqaal iruib^ BihU ^f^ IS- 
raelite in wb$m there is no guile. For, 

We have an noqaeftlonable r^ht to yovr 
proteSfhn^ if yon are unquefHotiable in your 
'fincerlty ; (as who darc even fufpeft it ?) yft are 
'tdd by ^omtehriftians who fometrmes attend lit 
churchy that in your putptf where yon hevtir 
-deceive, and tn your frerfer$ where yofr never 
diftmble, 70a befeech G$d for Jews, Turti^ 
and h^JL^t^ gbiog Qt the preference of thofe 
who believe the ArMan prophet^tts yon preftt 
AMimeimu befixe thefe who believe none at alt. 
Now, it would be nnreafoi^le to throw ue 
wholly on the ctre of heaven, without Aewiog 
fome re^tfd tons on your own part : It^wopM 
be impofing a burthen on the providence of 
God, and expeGii^ him U wcrk miracles^ whilft 
you negle£l the narucal means of doing us gpod. 
If therefore you refufe our reofojiabU rcqjieAj, 
and favour us with unprtjitable prayers, .you a^ 
. the part of courtiers^ who profefs a world Qf 
lefpefi for their friends, wbilft they avoid everj^ 
opportunity of ferving them» and get rid of 
them at laft by recommending them to prima 
or great perfonsj who have cither no leifure to 
mind them, or no obligation to prefer them. 

We hope for greater candour from y^u^ Sir, 

and are therefore thus free to trouble you with 

H 5 Qjya,\ 
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iroo» the rigid ioAttuCioBs ofi o«r ffEligkm 'we 
rvery on^ of us 010ft fiitfcr rtrtaiM mutHatkni <f 
the fit jh^ yet we Qtight not from any. coofidcra* 
tioQ, either hni&aa or divine^ to SmS/^t fuch a 
iivd circumcifion as to be cut out of all employ- 
ments, even in our native country^ under a go- 
vernment whofe authority we have obeyed, and 
whofe eflabliihment we have ftipported with 
JTach irreproachable fidelity* and fuch -diiitite- 
jrefted zeal, that diviers uws^^mct/eii pjgiruts 
(not forgetting hu Homut * in particuhu-} wf>o 
on certain occafions have been favoured with 
the tfuAs and loaded with tht bounties of this 
royal family, would be flattered beyond what 
their modefty can bear, were it fdid in thee 
praife, that they have not behaved i9 the gtvern- 
fnent W0R5E than vbry Jews, 

In faft, our prefent ufage is more grievous 
than what we endured, even in the land of 
Egypt ^ We were fo far from being under in- 
capacities there, ihajt Josepjh, a cinumcifed 
JcWy was king PhardoVs Prime Minister, 
under whofe gentle admiDiHration we fIouriibe(jl 
exceedingly ; which is more than wc have fiocp 
done by the favour af minijlirsy though many 
have been informer times^ who wanted only elf" 
cumcifm to make them perfsct j£W9« > 

* Mr, PMltny. 

\ • This. 



Thi^^^itclisfi^hi fkw the tnifis<)f that fockt^ 
-tpbidv 'Wt bclbrtg to, is'tht xxs6rt iotolcrarte 
gtiivM^'htCKtit, (hduld yoti look into aH tVe 
cffkei ffbufintfi^ whethisr civilor ecclefiajf!cal^ we - 
tiidy fafety appeal to your candid opinion, Whe« 
ther you know many perfons employed therein- 
who behave themfehes better than Jews. 

We are not to be anfwered, as the dlJfenUrs 
have been, that repealing ih& tejis would be ^f 
(inaU advantage to us ; for,. God, and yopr 
whde$rd£r knAir, we ever had n^ore fcrupnlous 
confciences, thaa to be oecafumal confcrmijts. 
And though bread and wine are extremely ptx>- 
per to be eat and drank with the pafchal lamb^ 
yet we ilriflly adhere to our ovfn pojfover^ and' 
;2ev^r in our lives made free wUh "^OMxfctcramepU 

Nor are we to be anfwered, as the paplfti Tery. 
juftly are, that we favour the pretender ; or, that- 
we feek to eftablifti a foreign jnr'ifdi£ilon withia: 
hi:. majeflyV realms : l^^x you^ Sir> can bear us- 
V^itnefs^ that ^e feek for no king but our long 
ixpeHid Ateffiab i and that we folicit no king- 
dom within lefs diftance than th^ holy city, where 
we might fafely be truAod, could we refcue h 
OQt of the hands of the infidels. So that as the 
P^'and Tufk would undoubtedly be the chief 
enemiesi to our empire, we have all the merit 
H 6. of 



\rich the ftri^left truth, we have Jtt)tt'/:Qitfi;^tr 
ed, like too many J^rotf/tants^ to make our 
coaoirfmen gvofTeDiiGOTs than Pdr^/^^aod 
greater slaves than Tarii. Bot (hii h Yo unil^ 
ft poiat) that ve may not, iMp'uboot iocrrillryll 
foiarge^poA'it iaan addrefs to ydoi 

^ Jlojfftrtr^ wi(hotot giviDg offcnqs tp g^ed pr^ 
i^(fiWi by upf^mfy reflf^ we.^niiil thfit 
i^ JfEjgir^^re io sU rcfpeds of ^||aal merit with 
l)M,.i^</7<V HuaoNojs^ who 0xew themifilves 
c^{S4<^ oHovir fuperloritj, by their comiajuaj 
attempts .to putyy.u$ m th^,/fyu^si:t^fi^$teir 
furJfmxWi 1^t.fiil{ojvmff of their fmtUxionSi 19 
i|(jagptfyio£ tike bfles they haYf fuficred tbnt^b 
piffecmi^n ahroady and hoard iqg up. the gaina 
ttiey havp acquUetl b^ ufary at b^e : nay,, wc 
are ready to ackoowtedge, that, as far as Jtrf^ 
4V^iciy and extortion can make them jEwr» 
they migikt becDBviAed upon aby ffatute agafoft 
Jtuhifm ; aad eveQ' tirewncifion is not wanting 
tomoft of them^ though we i«ilt not fay as 
PROSELYTES. But then you will do tis t4ic 
jofiice to own, that we were led by wife mcti 
and great captains, by Mtfes and Ai^on^ and 
Jcjhua^ with other extraordinary perfonages, 
which wilf at any lime fet the children of Ifrael 
above' a rabble of ridiculous enthufiafts, who 

were 
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wt]^ the legmtc^re laaj^ be diipcikd ta gni»| 
If^d^ fcTCOd /Mariesixix^im r.tet <ii»ic< hDpe 
ivhaterer tolcratioa is gnuoiCed,':thai;uw^ftaJl 
have our Jhare 9/11 \ that it will oot be partial 
and cij^iift 1 'or iiinrcea'td iif^rNvbW'cafo^iiin 
of ev^ chbrch ^ick i^m; Wieceivd^'^^^ 

^hteft ftey ar6 takehiit, liift tfie choor d|&o^^^ 
Wk&diflerfmfa flieni- ' Sb^cofifitfeiOt'db'aM^ 
tathofeivbdilfflifittib tb^lf>/y-9i^ii/^//W 
i^ if pebpk were^ot aitbt)<:h to bb ptd^, JJM 
eanotft belTeVe tbfr ^^Ai#|i^ ^d;as'iir^t6 
itidalgeiice were allowablii'io vfln ptn oVeV'^p 
^^^cbi Aaii ta brin^ tKetn dter tb'iKe 

If iber^jfr 4fririfAr# Mtt'alliedged jA^.ium^ 
aanoe of ibia ciaim to public o£kcs, wherein 
have the djjtntirs a b^tcr title to emplc^meDia 
ibna the Jausf Are we not men, becaufe wo 
zfe<ir€miici/idf Are we not lindcrthe protect 
(io0 of the /tw of uaiuriy becaufe we are euider 

• Dae W -W — —, 9k French prophet, >yho fet 

ep jRich a nueekty journah to have Ac tejis repealed 
fm the benefit ef hh frefhtjpni brethieo* 

the 
4 
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the difpcnfation of the law cfMofts? If it is 
of jufticc due tothcm— -—— Can it with juftice 
be denied to us ? And if an a& of paxJiameot 
is to pafs, which (hall give this capacity of exe- 
cming pubHc offices to ^tf who live io obedience 
to public anthority—— — -Can fuch an aft be . 
coofiftent with WkV, without compreheading^ 
xhejetvs? 

If the naiuraJ right of the yews to fuch an 
JaduIgeBce might need fupport from other con- 
fideratioQS, I cpuld write « vokime* inftead of 
a pamphlet, to fliew the -hardjUps which we la- 
bour under. You have laid bold of the pro- 
mise which was made to onx father MrshatHy 
and have taken the i'figdcm 4»fbeav4n as your 
inheritance, < a right of the chiUnn of Ifirad ; 
whilft you have excluded the whole twdvitrihty 
from every privilege of the fbciety in which aiiy 
of them live. You have converted our moibtit 
of the Bible to your own ufe, and have utterly 
prohibiteid ns from siakiDg any advantage of 
-the Nw) Teft^nmt, which m^ht fttisfy ns for 
oxK lofs of ihe Old. Yon have violently feiiud 
upon Mosss and Aaron, and the T£K com- 
4iiANDM£Nir8, which Were our natural pro** 
perty, and have placed them over your cemnrn^ 
ruon tabUsy yet make this pretence of chrijiian 
communion a reafon for excluding us from all 
advantages as members of the commonwealth : 

So 



%a tT)3t 9Mr Jaw cud a/rt^hc:: tlz tf'Xt -c: 1j% 
proteAioo, thoi^ yov bzrs ru^vti vo^tk to 
ycmrfirfl fhun of mj i fl u p. Yot ba^ robbei 
Q8 of cmpriefiimdi df oor l>mr aad 72ift»r»>5«, 
and, what/is^ «^ Wsflrf h farccJT tbie n bsr, 
yon have taken frosa k ocr ttthei t t-:: ^ob 
have given ns c^tfakgis e«iL2i?» b« "c^^s*- 
//ss and dafrji^liin.^ if tfier v* in* >^5: ^tr 
goods and gear, T^ific cut bt £&ix & iTTTu^^g 
fool as to uke ns. 

ForGod*s fiketherefm, kcik npoo mi. Jmm 
as a people vboB3 v^m bsrt mruoi, mi im 
wham jou are indebicc* We art ccrr k tte 
cafe &E fiJ/ffjfr'Sj vfcd fcrt faad fo h«c ioruiti 
yon: Wc nercr ntrscd yoa ovx<r%ourc',Mrdh:i 
we fiever fct up ^htjut %»» 6t :o fak 5 lior paired 
down your hurarchj ; iwt, o& tht coD*.rt;ry, i'. ii 
t9 us that yoQ ove jonr miir^: aii£ yoiM- r#i¥» 
ttu£S, your privlltgefc iod prc-«Siiii«i'.«. if aoy 
one aflu, whence y^g dtrire your frifffijo^t! ^ 
You know hi yoisr cosilctauw that C/>^ him^ 
felf was a £0yaw« ; yoa fetch yoar pel^ree fro0 
the ^^a^ {f if tf rar, and soakeabore pf oik ^fj year 
order of xhtjhg l^du tf Mi^n, than of all rfac 

As you are btholdto to tit (or the m^A va!u» 
able of your emiiumtntu yoj owe the mo'.* oMul 
of yoar fdliuh to out k*Qkwkm. Yvu hav« 
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learned from us, that the rtghnous are tniUled 
to tbi \jbbok iartb ; yott hate learoed from vb to 
bew your ifumeM to fiictt before the Lordi you 
have lesiraed from xxs tojhy man and woman^ in^ 
fant andftukling^ to make all your eDcmies God's 
onemiis^ and to deflroy them witb fin and/word^ 
from puie zeal for his iciidce. 

I beg yoD, by the mataal civility which fub- 
lifts between us, not to imagine that I lay this 
debt to the charge of the orthodox only : I 
flight tor acknowledge, that the dijfgniin have 
their due (hare of all tbefe gifts and graces \ 
aiid I make the Cime ufe of the fa£), in reabn- 
log whh either fide, that fijice you have pur- 
loin'd your moft profitable fra&ical d$Qrina 
from the chiUren of IJtaol^ you are nngnteful 
beyond example, io debarring the Jtim from 
the enjoyment of their natural rights* 

This inpfiice is the more unprecedented, be* 
tiiufe all other fi^s in religion hai« perfecnted 
Miy tbofe who etcher wordupped stbergodf^ ov 
made innovations in the. ancient and eftaUifikod 
firm of worjhip^ In the firft cafe it bath beea 
ufual to ^bufe thdr Ditinxtv himfelf, before 
it hath beep held decent- to punijb people for 
adoring . bim« In the ^tter cafe, fchifmaticki 
4iave had tbe.odium upon them of kreaking in 
'up^on the property of an cflablUhed religioa, and 

cf 



ci inifaji»£.frit^l€j;eiyihkh the national fe£t had 
been loBg poflU&d of. But we^ the Jews^ are 
not vfidaia the . dcfcriptioa of either of thefe 
cafes. YoQ owa ou& God to be a irui one^ 
and you fcaow that we were in poiTeflion of hiia 
tw9 tboufond.yietixt, before the name of yQur 
opinion was mentioned in the world. In ihis, 
cafe, we are neither infidels^ idolatsrs^ notfchif' 
mkticks ; we neither dxfown the trua Gdd^. ^or 
idoTt tL/ai/lfOHi} nor have we been gnilty.^of 
innovations, but are panifhed for adhering to 
our oldfirtisy and for not receiving «/«<;• . ,, , 

We ought neverthele& abfolve yoa,.ki.a gr^fj^ 
meafure, of this crying tojoftiee, cpuld ^.-fipd 
thzt yn^ nligioH had impoled it upon yopi 
whereas we are folly fatisfied, tliatjrMr bavi^im^ 
fffid ii DpoQ yonr religion, and have takea 
meafures againft the Jnus which are not to be 
jaftified by the gofpel of Jffiis. If the meri- 
torious charaAer of a Savhur might be plead- 
ed wiA diofe who believe, or pretend /&i/ £# 
Wiiitofavitbmi is it not manifeft, that HS 
who rtdwnid yon was a Jew % that he whom 
you preach as a light to 0U nations was a Jewi 
that HI wbofe canfe hath doathed you in pur- 
ple, hath advanced you to honour, and loaded 
you with riches, even Christ himself, was 
A Jew ? And can yon forget, that your religion 

had 
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had wanted the evidence of a principal mirach 
to confirm tc, had it not been from bis fpeciat 
regard and tender affcflion to us Jews ? JFor 
hi raifedufike deai^ as we are told in your New 
Teflament'y and, reftored a childlefs father to 
his daughter, only becanfe it was told him^ that 
the CENTURION loved our mtion^and had built 
us afynagdgue. 

If (hen the faunder ef cbrijiianity honoured^ 
«n idolater, an uncoaverted heathenf who loved 
us> and built us a.fyBagogiie ; how ninth greater 
indulgence would he have expe£)ed in our be- 
half from f i&Ti^/tfif J obliging ihemfelvcs to obey 
his f recepts, and imitate his exaaple ? Wonld 
hatred, reproach^ or eternal war tipon his 
people the Jews i would turning them out of 
ihAr fy9uig9gtt£Sf or laying them uui^rpenaJ/aws 
for rcfortiog to> theoaty have been more accept- 
able to Jesus the Jsw^ or more endearmg to 
him in the conduA of chriJUans^ than the coQ- 
1X2^ ufflge was in the inftance of tJK lioCpitable 
fogM anturian ? 

How oppodte &cb proceedings are to the 
whole tenor of Wis go/pel , the writers of his Hfe, 
the a^sofhis apo/Hes^ and above all, the epiJNts 
of your great apodle Paul, may abundantly 
ibew. It was your Saviour himfclf who feW, 
Salvation is of the jtws : And are we to have no 

re' 



rth-ibutkn foot obb^uy, hftrdftilps, and pinnl 
htvs? W«, whom >the pfahnift abd all the pro- 
phets have boaftcd to be the d^mhisfty tht pe^ 
cttUar^ the inheritanu tiGoi ; iff wham, as PAut 
hioifelf hath teftiEed;, fertaineth the adbptiaD, 
end tjfe jglorjf « W //^ coTeoaots, end the^uing 
of the law, and the fciTice of God, and tht pro- 
mifes : If^ofs are the fathers, and of whom^ as 
i'jncermhig^JliJhfCfU^l^T <ame, whisoveralL 

It Is fiiidof y,efksim thv gofpel occording ^ 
Matthiw^ that he gare it io his charge to hx^ 
tw^We apoftJes, <?« rtot into thi ^ay -of the Geo^ 
tiles^ iut go ratbtr to the )o(l flieep of tht houfh 
kf IfraiL' ivi mother place he «fifwers to-tMr 
%uman (fCfiman ; / am Tt&tjint buk ■ wito tii loll 
fkoep^tf^ ,tai/t cfj(frail. And "whtia Ace ca«fc 
and worihippe4 bico, crying, JLord^ hetp siyjiifc 
iai^, h is not mat U tah the <rhUdren'« Ifread and 
cajl it k^are dogs. PETCJEisitbe priace of hid 
apoXlie% i(jpeaking to our <&«UPi^ ^fi, 3^ rmn^f 
Ifrad, Ys are4he<S^iAt€(i^tfiheJpa^kpMs and tf 
thi CQveaUQt wbifh God made with oar fathers^ 
fayiflg-HnU Abtiahaiii, In ihyfetdjballaiil the Und* 
fyeds jrf,tie learih/be hUffid. FA«r L proc9^Vft)s hi^ 
mifiiofi. to -be to the Jew fiicst, mid ^Ifo t^ tif 
Geotile. To. honour the Jews^ he declares to 
t-he Romans, ln-foam an Ifraelite ofihefeidcf 
AbrabaJiOft ofthi trik. v/'BeDJamm, To vie ^itb 
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them, he boafts to the CottiNTftiANS, JiHt 
tbij Hebrews? fo am li Are they thi fad tf 
Abraham \ fi am h And in the epifile totbe 
Hiinwsj be tells them of the Covskant 
which God almighty had made with the hoafe 
^JJrad^ that he would hi totbem a God, an4 
THEY findd ht U bim a people. 

Haviag all thefe teAimonies in yovr §wn n-^ 
Viktion to entitle ns to fall protcAion and !n« 
dolgence from you, whence is it that we fnlfer 
fach multiplied oppreflions ; and, inffead of 
G$J^s pidpUf are treated as the wtca/f cf all 
tie earth f Do yon pretend that the prt^Hn 
ibe days of our fathers defiroyed Chrijfi isA 
periecuted the firfi ehrifiians f In tnsthy they 
4)ebaved themfeltres as priests generally lie- 
have, wickedly t ambitfa/Jfy^ cruelly andimpUuJIf. 
But, are the whole people to bear the fins and 
impieties of their priejls on their beadsi throngh 
all generations i Seeing that it was ptiefieraft^ 
which either defiroyed theinnocent, or fednced 
the vulgar, and that the cemmm people bad no 
hands in the iniquity, but through the inftiga- 
tion of their viUninous guides^ who charged it 
on thdr coofciences, and exacted it of them ia 
the name of the moft high God^ that they (honld 
commit barbarities (hocking to human nature}, 
Jf, therefore, any zealous chrijiian is offended at 

the 
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dieinbiiiii^kiM^tf Ae yMjh' prie/lhcd, and 

wiiruij9-.to toypagfi^^eak on til Jewsi let Kiiii 

mzkj^ii bis pwo ctre ; kt bim think hbw hard 

and j,uij,i#4t 'would be, to paeiih him or bkU^ 

mily Coribc wickedoefis of vnychrifiian prii/T^ 

citbcr iiviog or dead, efpedaHyoffnch as aAed 

their ^jiffiici^ two thwfand years before h6>^«ha 

born. "Did Calvin, burn ServamF Afighetldt 

then all the followers of Ssrvetus's opinions as 

juijUj^ burn all Calvin* $ difciples^ as cbrijtiam'ipn'' 

tii^jnusp^ b^ufe the 7<wr> prieas/cmctfiad 

{)i^r^f Ssij thtUf are wemoreaocotmableifor 

^hf^t iva^ don^ in our church before >we ckmt 

into thie worlds than other churches will owk 

themfelvc^ to be. ? And are we not entitled >io 

the indulgence and toleration of ^hrtJiiaas^'hyiA 

thofe principles of equity and charity whit^i 

ihej can offer to (hew, that our fathers ought to 

hatrejgranted this indulgence and toleration to 

Aarsf 

Ttis brongllit as a reproach upon oar wholt 
HfltUfty thkt fome of our anceftors put Chrift to 
/death. |t is aggravated by the circumftance 
that he was the Meffiab offalvathn ; but if our 
•Qceflors knew him not u htfuch^ they had not 
the guilt on their confciences of putttngy^ dmne 
tf t^lS'^^ ^ death* It is not pretended thai tbey 
Jtnfwmy focb circuniilancci but jr^thcTf that 

■ " . their 
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their hearts were h4irdin€d% aad dut nbciff cjtf 
were Uhidid^ with other maiteni which raihir 
entitle them to pity ih^si rtpraacb. ,!£ tbcD this 
suBt of cruelty and tyraonfbe viewodi ixk its £uU 
horror, it was^o othsF ikw an ni? rf.hnp^'ru to 
an innocent or righteous penfoo. And i£ all 
pofterity are involved in gnilc and punidmeiit 
by the cafual de(lru£lion of innocence and vir- 
tue, ail nationa in the world miift be accUKfed 
to the end of the worrd, fince no age or country 
bath been without ioftances where the greateft 
and worthieft perfons have been fingled-ont for 
deAruAion by the violence of prevailing partie^^ 
frequently attended with popular acclamations* 

You, S/V, who are an higb-^prUJi yonrfclf^ 
mud own that Caiapbas was a naan of more dcr 
cency and temper than fome of your own ord^r; 
for he ufed no lefs weighty an argomeat for tbp 
deftruftion ofjifus, than that // was beiUr that 
one man Jhould ptrijh than an whole people. 
Which of you, Slr^ would have fcr^ipled a mo- 
ment to concur in a fentence which was urged 
by \ki\%pleaQfmceffttyf Or, which of you Would 
not have put an hundred men to deaih, raither 
than that your own hierarchy (hould be brought 
into danger I 

You muft hence allow, that thtb barbarous 
aft of putting Chrljl to death, and the deceitful 

argtt- 
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iiFg«iaie*Bt thaee made it popabr aod plaofiblCf 
was a ^ry ordiQary efieft of prieftly imfftur§^ 
amhiii$n and cruiby^ \rhich are prooe to /bed 
Utedy tfod to make handck of maakind^for the 
gratification of rcTcoge, or the adTancemeot of 
tjrranny : And this being fe common a blemifit 
on the profefbrs and leaders of ali reHgioQS» 
oun^ I hope, are no more to be branded with 
reproach, than the reft of our arigfaboun wha 
liavenot lels deferred it. 

It is indeed very extraordinary, that the apC'- 
Jlles fuccejfflrs^ aa yoa call yonrfeWes, (hoald take 
more liberty of abufing us Jewsy than the apoftles 
mtit, allowed to do tbemfelves. A great part 
of thcEPisTLS TO the RoMANsiswritexprel^ 
• ly to reprove the ungrateful Gentiki for defpU^ 
ing and TcvHing our nation. Your apoftle Paul 
loads us with no fuch unreafoDable charge, as 
the guilt of blood which was flied before we were 
born, nor imputes it to the Jews even of that 
time who bad no hand in (bedding it. On the 
contrary he declares, Brethrin^ my heart's defiri^ 
and prayer to God for Ifrael, iV, thai they may it 
favid. For, I hear them record that they have a 
zeal of God, though not according to knowledge* 
And in the next chapter he affirms prophetical- 
ly, All Ifrael shall befaved. 

Even to thofe who urged their imheVef as an 
argument of their repFobation> he faiths Hath 

God 
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Gad caft awajf his pfcfltf GpJfiriU; >r, I^ 
alfi am an IfracBte ■ ■ ■ Hatfi ikty (hiiDblei 
thai thij Jb$uld VALLi Gdd/0iUJi ka tmhtr 
thrmgb tbiir bUfilvatUfi is eomi U the GeoiUet 
'JJpioi t§ y§u Geatiles % in ai mtmb as / 
am an apoflle rf thi Gentiles, / magtdjy mha 
i|^ # . ■ Iftbgfirjlfrwt be hofy^ thi bm^ is 

alfohafyi ami if thi mtis hofy^Jiart ibihranchts : 
Aad iffitm sfthi branches he breken effy and thcu 
being a wild olive-tree, wert grafted in ammffl 
them^ and with them fartabeft ef the fMtmfs ef 
THE Olive-trbe, boaJInetzgzxVi&tbehnLVLChicMi 
but if thou hoafly them bearejl not the reet^ but the 
root thee — Thou wilt fay tben^ the branches were 
broken off that 1 might be grafted in. Well ; be- 
cauje of DDbcltef they were broken off^ and thou 
^ande/i by hltb'-'-^BZ NOT HIGH MIHPSD, 
but FEAR. ;^' 

I cannot omit the paraphrafe which a ffOit 
ehrifiian pliilofopher, the late Mr. Locke, hath 
given us, becaufe he hath opened the fenfe very 
fnlly ; and the EngUJh reader will find it more 
iDteiligible than this paflage can l>e, (IrifUy ad- 
hering to the Hebrew idiom, in which the New • 
Teflament IS written, 

'* If jfbraham^ Ifaae^ and facoh^ from whom 
** the Jfwijh nation had their originals, were 
^ holy, the branches alfo that fprang from this 

^root 



<* iKKit are holy. .If teo Ibme of the ntnral 
** brincfacs.^Nre bcokn off, if Come ef the m- 
«•» tm«{ Jmviiolt cbp fiotk of />«t^ were brokra 
«^(rfFml rgeficd, eDd thoa to kaikem of the 
<^ imUQmuii race wert taken in and imgrafted 
^ into tbe church of God in their room, and 
^^ ihere parukcft of the bkffiogs proBi&d to 
<< Jbr4ibam and his (bed, be doc fo iwciiitd of 
<Mbyf«if in t§Jb0W any DXstfiSPECT to thb 
^ Jews. If any fnch vanity poflHs thect re- 
^'.mgnher that the privilege which thoa haft 
^\ in beiog a cbri/lUm it derSred to chee from 
^\ the proQiife which was made to Abraham and 
V his feedy but nothing accrues to Abraham or 
«* his feed from thee.'* • , 

. rFipm thefe full and irrefragable proofs it ap- 
pears, that Dot only the law of nature^ but the 
LAW or Christ entitles us to the proteftion 
of fociety ; and it is a monftrous oppreifion of 
us Jewst that we fufFcr any ufage from^hrijflhrft 
which is repugnant to chrtjlianity itfelf. If aU 
the tvangiltfti and apoftUs prove the perfecutioni 
and final laws which we labour under to be 
oppofite to the intentions of Jefus Chy-ift : If sH 
the diffirent fcffs in the chrtfiian religion main- 
tain, that pcrfecution for rellgidus opinions is 
contrary to the law afGod^ and to the ordfrtf 
natun : What argument can be ofTered^to ex- 
VOL. IV. I emffC 
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empt us from any indulgence which can be 
allowed to wr brethren of the dtjfenting per* 
. faafions ? 

And yet it hath happened, as much to our 
amazement as to our indignation, fince the de* 
bates concerning rht facramental teji have beea 
revived in this kingdom, that, having applied 
ourfelves to certain reverend paft^rt of drffenting 
congregations offering our friendly affiftance to 
them in tlie profecution of their deiign, afluriog ' 
them of the defire which we fincerely profefs to 
remove thefe unjuft reftraints on the naturalrights 
of mankind, and propofing to join with them in 
their petition to the hinges moji excellent majejij^ 
and to both koufes of parliament ^ they have ut- 
terly refufed to countenance or to concur with 
us ; they have found out diftlndlions to prove 
■ that tkey have rights by nature^ which we have 
lojl by unbelef\ that they have a [.rivHege by 
grace^ which we cannot lay hold of but by com- 
ing over to their faith : And in fliort, have flatly 
tqld us, -that none but chrifiians ought to be 
capable of employments in z chrijiian country. 
So little does it avail any body of men to believe 
in God, that they are neVerthelefs to be perfc- 
cuted, as though they believed in none at all^ un* 
Iqfs they fubrcribc to all the reft of the creed. 

Wc 
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We told them that we were the children of 
ljrael\ tliat MoSES was at leaft as divinely ia- 
fpired as Calvin ^ that we had as much rcfpcft 

for iheTEN COMMANDMENTS, 2iSpresbyterians^ 

independents^ anabaftijis, or French prophet i\ that 
we thought the obfervance of our law would 
make us good fubjeSfs, though we were not hap- 
py enough to be fatisfied in our confciences of 
the truth of the chriftian religion ; that no focicty 
had any right to exaft more of its members ihaa 
we had always yielded ; and, that as we had 
never been wanting in dutiful fubmiflion to our 
fuperiours, we hoped it was no immodeft de- 
mand to be admitted on the fame footing with 
ether fe^i of dijfenurs\ that it is trde, We are 
charged with too violent a paffion for the w^w- 
tnon of unrighteoufnefsy but that we find the moft 
fan£fifted chi ifiansy in refpe<n: of worldly lucre^ 
as little fcrupulous of taking the prof.t to them* 
felves, as they are of throwing ihcfcandal upon 
us: That we GET what we can, and Kf.EP 
what lie GET, not by any principle of religion, 
but of convenience ; and that this principle 
reigns in as full perfeftionamongft the faints at 
Hackmy^ as among the children cflfrael in Bury 
Jineti or Duke's place. 

We cannot but admire at fuch uncivil ufage 

from our brethien the dljfenters^ who have laid 

I 2 them^ 
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themfelves tinder fo many obligations to Us 
Jews^ have turned us out of the poiKdion of 
all our ancient privileges, and allow us as little 
right in the ^U JeruJaUm^ as we pretend to 
have in the new. In (hort, they make as free 
with Sion^ as if they were kris $f the manor ; and 
appropriate i\it fings of Sim to themfelves, as if 
they were hymns of their own CQmpefitig. They 
have made prize of all the pfabns cf David^ as 
if he had not been king cf(frael\ and all the 
hUJfings of the law,, and all the cmfe$ in the 
PROPHETS are converted to their own ufe, as 
if the Ifrailitei had no property in them. After 
this, it is marvelonfiy ftraoge, that they will 
(hare with us none oi thiir emdumints^ and that 
they would debar us di ait indulgences which they 
lay claim to themfelves. 

You, S/V, who are an orthodox high prieft^ will 
judge between us JewSj and the dijfentefs^ whe- 
ther we have not the fame right as the bcft of 
them to employments ? Or, what pretenctf there 
can be, that againft the conffitulion of the 
country in which we live, we, of all other peo- 
ple, (hould have no Chare in enaAing or exe- 
cuting the laws which we are bound to obey I 
Why might not the land of Canaan be as 
profitably reprefented in parliament as the 
KINGDOM of Scotland, and with as little 
prejudice to the church of England^ from our 

syna- 
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SYNAGOGUE, aS from THEIR KIRK ? Why 

may we not adorn one fide of St. Stcphm^s cha- 
pel witb ovLvfiaxin wigs andfalktv faces, in at 
becoming a manner as onr northern brethren 
appear on the other fide in their black ones ? 

With regard to publick employments, are 
there not abundance of them in this hi'jppy 
ijlaniy which are fitter for Jews^ than for 
cbrjiians^ and which haveinfenfibly transformed 
good chrijlians into real Jtwi^ by the prevalent 
force of example ? What may yon think, Sir^ 
tli us y^ti/i, in the capacity of excije officers ? 
Or, what think yon of excife officers^ as different 
in any thing from us ^m/i ; but that the cir- 
cumcised are in all refpefis fit to be excifemen^ 
and that the excisemen are moft of them fit to 
be Hrcumcifed ? 

' I could, Sir^ give you many reafons to con* 
^ce you, that natural chriftian pclicy (hould in* 
doce yon to &vour us jews ; that you have 
many obligations to us as a clergyman^ though 
yon iforget all relation to us as a chrijiian \ that 
as mr nlighn was the parent of your s^ our sy- 
1IAOOGU£ is the luttre/s of the chrijiian 
CHURCH, an evidence of its extra6^ion, an au- 
thority to prove its antiquity, a Kviug record to 
tefttfy vAmici you bad your revelation \ and that 
diereforeyou cannot be too indulgent to a peo- 

. I 3 \f^^ 
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pie, whole cftabliihment cannot be ieftrojed 
without removiDg the foundatioQ of your own. 

But that Jingle article which I have dread/ 
mentioned, that divine right of *t ythes, which 
16 the fource of all your plenty, might make the 
Old Teftament and the Jews of favourite confide* 
ration with you j efpecially when you refleft,that 
A i.L thefeSls in your own religion deny your title 
to tytha 5 that the qjjakers holdit/n/i/ to pay 
them, and fuffer all extremities rather thaa aA 
ngaiuft their confciences in fo tender a concern ; 
that the people of all other perfuafions hold 
them to be of human invention^ and beloogic^ 
to the cognizance of timporal power ; and, th^t 
mod who allow them to be lawful^ do not. at 
all beliefe them to be reafonahle ox ojtpoditni.. 

Your brethren of (he clergy^ in return for this 
great obligation in the article of tythesy might 
ircry gratefully and profitably appoint us Jetbs 
to be your tythe gatherers ; and this too, with- 
out alarming the people who pay them, fince 
they <:an fcarcely believe, that the Jews tUeni« 
fclves would be more rigid collectors, than ilm 
•generality of church officers. 

But inftead of expreffiog your gratitude 't6 
us, by fuch reafonable returns of kindnefs and 
i:onfidence as we might expcA, you moft anna« 

turaii; 
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turally call upon us 10 ferve parijh offices j which 
.you will mtjuffer us to difcbarge 5 yet puniih 
us with fines and penalties, becaufe we do not 
discharge them. Are you not more cruel in 
lliis refpeft than Utit'tajk-maflers of Egypt ^ who 
compiled oiir fore- fathers to make brick without 
Jlfaivf For, if they had afted by policies like 
yotirs, they would not have fufFered us ly on^ 
means to make the tricks which they had com- 
manded, yet would hvicpunijhed us for not mak- 
ing if £tf/ they wduld not fufTer us to make. 

You have jaflifiedihis unmercfft/ltxfzgc of u§, 
Iry aHcdging, thkt in the fame manner you 'ufe 
sne another i and I oVfted hi the beginning, that 
We could not cx:peft better of yoo under this 
circutoftaace. But then you have at prejent^ an 
Opportunity to do us jufticc. For, fince we are 
ubder the ftme hat^ffhtpl a'nd iucapacities ^i\\\ 
§tber dsjintersy you oughit to declare, that you 
lodk ufpdn the Jeivs ijnih the fame teuderncfsas 
you look upon other dijfenters ; that when the 
DISPUTE fhall be ^^1^/^ about what time is 
proper J you will flicw thfe fame indulgence to 
the children ofjfrael, ^s to the di/cip/es of Calvin; 
that either feft (land in the fame predictmcnt 
with you ; and that after the example of the 
apoflle Paul, you will give toleration to the 
Jew firft, and olfo to the Gentile. 

1 4 - i» 
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It might be expeficdy confiderhig bow 
long we have fuSered ill niagc, that you diTght 
think it time to give ni better. From a paflSigc 
which I find inferted in your learned country- 
man Cambden's Britannia, by the prefent 
Lord fixsHpp if London [vqL i. p. S35*2 i^ 
appears, that < the Jews flourilhed mightily m 

* London a little after the eonquefii being encoii- 

* raged particularly by William Rufus. But 
' their wealth, fays his lordjbipj in fucceeding 
^ times did them great injury, when they were 
^ miferably tortured by king John to difcorer 
^ and deliver up their hiden treafures. In the 

* I ah of Edward thi firft^ their fynagognes 

* were all pluck'd down ; and in the i6th year 
^ cf that king they were all baniflied to the 

* number of fifteen tboufand * \ but thdr riches 
^ were all to be left behind, and they were uqt 

* allowed to take any money or goods along 
' with them, fave only for the neceflary cbargea 

* of their tranfportation.' 

I was exceedingly glad of this impartial tefli* 
mony from a cbrijiian bijhop oC fa great credit 
and authority \ becaufe a learned £ff^/r^ lawyer, 

♦ Lord Chief Jaftice Coh^ who fpeaks of their cx- 
poliion from ihe view of records, numbers the yeuas 
who went auay at fifteen thoufand and threeicore 
i Cok. Injl. Siatkt. di Judmjma. 

the 
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theLofdCbiifJu/HciCoKE^hsith adhered to 
the lelter of the lavtr agalnft us, as the truth of 
our cafe ; he hadl tffigned our expulfion to no 
other caufe thaa our u/iay, aad relates it to have 
beeoefiefted by no other means than putting a 
Jfip to $ur vfury ; whereas the faid lord bi/hop 
imputes it truly and candidly to the ofprejfion 
zndamtrici of the times, rather than to the miV- 
kekaomr of our people* 

The laborious tfn/i^ry Stowe, in his Sur^' 
VifrfLottdtm^ relates, [fi. 3, p. 54*] « That king 
J JoHK, in the nth year of his reign, com* 

* manded all Jews^ both men and^women, to be 
^ imprifoned and grievoufly puniftied, hecaufi 
' bi^would bavi all tbeir momy. Some of them, 
*fijs be, gave all they had, and promiled more, 

* to efcape fo many kinds of torment i for every 

* one of them had at the leaft their ijf a plucked 
^ imt. Amongfl: whom there was one, who be- 

* ing tormented many ways, would not rahfom 

* himfelf till the king had caufed (every day) ofn 

* of his gnat Ui.'b to be pluck'd out by the fpacc 

* offevin days ; and then he gave to the king 

* tin tboufand marks of ftlvtr^ to the end they 
^ ihould puU oat no more. The faid kiifg at 

* that time fpoiled ih^Jtws oi ftxij-Jix tboufand 
^ marks of fihtr.. ' _ 
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The fstne author menttons, that in «her pre-* 
Ceding reign of Richard ii^firfi^ < the Jews at 

* Ncrivich^ Bury^ St. Edmundf^ Lincoln^ Smm/brdf 

* and Lynffy were robbed sfnd fporlcd ; and at 

* TcrJt to the number of five handred, befides 

* women and children, entered a tower of the 

* caftle, proflTering money to be in foretjr of 
^ their lives, but the chrijliam WouM not take 

* it 5 whereupon they cut the throats of their 

* own wives and children, ^nd caft them over 

* the "walls on the chriftians heads, and then eiH 

* tering the king's lodging, thfey bvrned both 

* the houfe and ihemfclvcs.' 

* In the 26th of Hinry the thirds the Jitus 

* were conflraincd to pay to the king twenty 
« thoufand marks at two terms in the year, or 

* elfe to remain in perpetual prifon/ 

' In his 35th year he exafted incftinhablfe 

* fums of all rich men, namely, of Aaron a 

* Jew born at Tcrky fourteen thoufand marks 

* for himfelf, and ten thoufand marks for the 

* queen. And before that time he had taken 
^ of the fame Jew as much as amounted in all to 

* thirty thoufand marks of fiiver, and two hund*- 

* red marks of gold for the queen.' 

« In the 16th o{ Edward the fir/l all the Jews 

* in tr,gland\ftit (in one day) apprehended by 

• precept 
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• precept from the king, but they, redeemed 

• themfelm For twelve thoufaQcl pounds of fil- 

• ver : Nolwithftanding which, in the 19'ih of 

• his reign he -baniihed them all, as is afore* 
^ mentioned, giving them only to bear their 

• charge till they were out of the realm. He 

• made a mighty ma/s 0/ money of their houfes^ 
** which he fold, yet the commons had paid hin 

• ^fiJUinth of all their goods to cpmpenfate his 
' lofs Jn banilhing them.' YoxLord Chief ^uf^ 
iici Coke takes notice, * That from the iy(h 

• oiDfcenJier^ in the 50th year of Henry the 

• tbird^ until Shroye^Tuefday in the fecond qf 

• Edward the Jirji^ (being abeut the fpace of 
^ fcvzn years) the crown had xtctx'vt^ four hund- 
'« red and twenty thufand founds^ fifteen JhiHings^ 

• end four pence^ de exitibus Judaifmi ; at which 

• lime the ounce of ftlver was but twenty fenci^ 

• and now it is more than treble fo much.' 

From this picrlod, anno 1291, we had n<> 
re-admiflion into England tWl 1655, being kept 
in banifhment three hundred and fixty four 
years. It was then the wifdom of Oliver 
Cromwell that brought us into this country 
again, by a treaty with Manajfeh Ben Ifrael^ 
Vhereln the Jewijh nation were reftored to the 
€xeicifeof their trade asul wor(hip in England^ 

Ik m 
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As it is but fourfiifi years fincc ou r re-admif- 

.lion, our fathers, for the moft part, were aliens 

by birth, and codld oot claiin a natural right to 

the privileges of the commanity. They coald 

only 'be received aa^r^/^if^i, with proper cn- 

couragemeot to troft their families and cfieAs < 

under the public protcAioa. But io ihbcoorfe 

of time the Jiiu^ of Cremwiii*i days are deadf 

and we their children zitm^tural'^mfubjiilsoi 

' Britain \ fo that what ificapacity or difiibiiity 

inay remain upon us, is entirely to be laid to 

the charge of reKgion, and is an hardfliip 

upon us for diffintingfrem the national efiaUifi* 

mint. This is our grievance, and this we hope 

will at length have redrcls ; that the war which 

hath been carried on againft us almoft ever 

iince \ht Norman conqueft, nay now be brought 

to a conclufioD, and that we may not be op* 

prefled any longer for no other feafbn^ thao 

that after the way which men call hercfy we wor^ 

Jhip the God of our fathers. 

We ought not to impute any cruel difpofi- 
tion to the good feople of Englandy but to tho 
prejudices againft us, which were fomented by 
the arts of bigotry and priejf crafty or encouraged 
by the private vitws of princes: Infomuch that 
it was our misfortune to be banifhed from Rome 
fcy Titeriusy for the fraud of a few of our reli- 
gion. 
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gioOt ia (edadog a Rjoman lady : We were for 
no bettier reafiDo baoiflied oat of ^r^t^iQ 125); 
and the cathoUck king JJm the ftcond forced 

THRBE^HtJNDAltD TISOUSANO JbWS in Oae 

day out of the dominionasof Spain. 

I have already faid; and I cannot but infift 
with bdmble fubmii&on, that it is time We 
fliodld be differently treated by the cbrifiian 
world ; and that as yofu haVe taken the covinant 
•fgraci entirely froflti us, you ought in common 
jullice to leave us in quiet pofleffion of the rtghtt 
cf nature. 

In what manner, or to what degree the lep^ 
Jkture oii^i to indulge us, muft be fubmitted 
to their cpnfideration, and muft be determine^ 
from a variety of drcimiftances ! but whatever 
they grant to 9iber dijfenters will by undeniable 
parity of reafon he due to usj nnlefs it could a{U 
pear that we are not SJfenlers^ becaufe we are 
'Jews ; whereas there is not a more common 
cafe in this great city, than to fee the Jtva and 
the dijfenter blended together in one and the 
fameferpn. 

It were needleis to name a great number of 
perfonsin this predicament, when there are/tc/a 

of fuch notoriety as the venerable. P r 

^— /*— r, £fq; and the worihipful Sir G ■# 
£7———^ Knight. The former is fo extremely 

feniiblii 
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fen Able of haviag all il£ marks of Judai/m 
upon Iiim, that a womaa with a couoterfeited 
pregnancy ^onJd not be more afraid of ^awrit 
dt Ventre Infpiciendo : The latter, God blefshim^ 
is fo fincerely sne ofus^ that he b not ajhamedt^ 

. man it. Ic is a well known circnnaftance related 
of one of thefe gentlemeni that being by the 
LENITY of the Englijh conAitutioQ admitted to 
give evidence in courts of juftice, on the faith 
Qi ^ chrijiian^ the officer who adminiftrcd the 

. oath, though a Aranger to his perfon, ' by a 
right judgment of his phifiognomy, gave him 
the Old Tejlamcnt to depofe on as a Jew. 

How great analogy there is in general be-^ 
tween the diffenten and Jews^ and how eafily 
we are to be miftaken for each Gther» wants no 
other witneffes than the pastors of each per- 
.fuafion. How happily do they concur in the 
black cloak and rkv^Jhart hih ? How perfeftly doe* 
the dirty phiz of a French refugee accord wirb 
xht fable hue of a rahhi in Ifrael ? How exaftly 
alike are the fize of their confciences^ and the 
reach of their underjland'ings \ their zeal for 
works of faith and piety \ and above all, for the 
ready penny'? 

Th\% ft tJHtude ef ctrcumjiances^ is tbe|^onpd 
ofourjaft confidence, that thefe will be no 
difference af indulgence. Wc are .fKerfe<aiy,re4« 

fonablf 
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fonabte in $ur defires % vre want no more than 
what you tillow them ; we thtok ourfelves a$ 
well qualified to govern cerporatLns^ to fit in 
that grave affembly the city common- €9un:ii^ 
and to make a jobb of my lord mayor s houfe^ as 
the moft religions cUer of Salters halL We 
concur with them entirely, that it is rcfpeftiveFy 
our right by the law of nature, and we humbly 
perfuade ourfelve$9 that no diftindtion will be 
made by the law of grace. 

We have now ftatcd our cafe to the Impauial 
%v:rtd. We are willing to be judged, even by* 
the reverend bench, whether our complaints arc 
not well grounded, and our defires juft. Wre 
have nothing further to propofe, than to attend 
OVLX diffinting brethren ii^ A. body, whenever a 
PETITiONy^r the repeal of the teJIs is to be pre- 
fented : And we accordingly intend, on that day^ 
to march in z folemn procession through the 
ilreets of London, from our fynagogue in Bury 
fireet, with our priests, and our law, and 
Aaron's bells, at the head of us. If this 
TKOving appearance (hall not have its cfFefl, we 
muft dcfpair of being reftored to our r.atural 
rights. But, as you, Sir, have power to aflift us 
in our pious defign, we hope you will imitate 
the pattern fet before you by the apoflle Paul, 
wubo unto the Jews became as a Jew, that he might 
gain the Jcwsj and if you proteft the children 
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cf I/rael in this emergent affidr, we vill pro* 
mife yoQ, whenerer yon come amongft ns^ the 
frji cut cf the pzkhai lamb, and the chief feat in 
tbifynagcgui. 

I am, with all refped to joot perlbn and 
cbarafier, 

Tiur m^ dev$tid^ 

HumUi ftroanu 

From die place of my (bjoam- 
ment in ^yna^ otrnt XanttBufy 
ftreet, the icth day of the 
1 2ch month called .iUir. 



Solomon Altfabanei 
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Papifts and Proteftant Diflenters. 



Fiuthfid are the 'wards •fafritnd. Prov. xx vii. 6* 
Am Itber^i lecomg y§ur iwmy becaufg I tell you the 

irtahf Gal. iv. 1 6. 
7he time eemeti that who/eever HUethyou, will think 

thaibedethGed/ervice. Joh. xri. 2. 

ji/^idmms fjfiJos, querum non/ufficit ir^e^ 
Occtdije anqnimjfitd peSera^ brachia^ nullum 
Crediderint gemu effe dhi» Jav* Sat. i6. !• 169. 
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LENITY and good nfage have mo/c 
effeflually weakened the (Irength and 
numbers of protejiant dtjfenters^ thaa 
harfli fttidf«Tere meafares : On the contrary! the 
fapijis have ever abufed patience and forbeap- 
tince, by corrupting great nutebers, both 'ia 
their religion and loyalty. What account then 
can be given of one generation of bijhops^ being 
forward and zealous^ in enabling and executing 
ftll hard and oppreffive laws againft dtffenter^f 

and 
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and of the prefent race refufing to appear in 
aoy maDDer agaioft the pttfifli : Or, is tli«« 
truth in this prevaliiog opinion ? Let us attend 

to fails. 

In part of queen Elizabsth's reign, many 
of them owed their promotions to fuch as 
were favourers of p9piry. In the four foltow* 
ing ones, the popifi intereA generally preva3cd 
at court. When our princes and mini/lirs have 
been bad^ they have conftantly and eafily had 
their refemblance in their prelates: btit the 
connexion has not been fo fure and trne^ when 
we have had fuch rulers, as have been tolerably 
gdoJ. This may eafily be accounted for $ there 
is a full uniformity in iniquity, not fo in good- 
fiefs. Befides, fpecious appearances and deda* 
rations impofe on the beft, and the mofl: wary 
are often miftaken in feleAing what is good ; 
but evil agents every where abound> andf are 
fieady in their ways. 

Hierarchical powers and prerogatives have 
gjven our prelates connexions with pepery, Ttie 
principles of all ether dijinters are regarded as 
unfriendly, and oppofite to their high claims. 
Ufage and conftrudion of laws have been ia 
favour of papijs ; efpedally with regard to the 
a£f ef unif^rmity^ there hath been notorious 

partiality* 
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partiality. According to this aft no form of 
givifig orders y excq>tiDg what is contained in the 
book of common^ fr oyer y is legal ttnd valid i there- 
fore our blftiops arc obliged to re-ordain papijlt^ 
as well as presbyterians. However, the law has 
1)eeQ difpenfed with, in favour of popijh orders. 
Is fiot this an high contempt of law in the rul- 
ing clergy \ and mean and iow fubmiilion in the 
httty and lawyers f , But tx> proceed. 

In tiie 3.5th of queen E&isabeth, a law 
WIS enaAed of the utmoft harOinefs and 
feventy^ purely, and merely for feparating from 
the/ervic9 of the church. On refufing to fign 
an ^Kknpwkdgment of their forrow ioxfeparq-. 
ikfOp and to promife conformity iot the future, 
they were obliged within three months to^^- 
iur£ the realm, and fuffered as felo^Sy if they 
ventured to return : but there was a claufe to 
exoif^tpopi^ recufqnts. Receiving and retaining 
intoany family, a fervant or viiitor for ^nore 
than one month, who did not go to church, in- 
curred a forfeiture of 12/. By another a£l im* 
mediately following, papijls had the much gen- 
tler B&ge of being only confined not to travel 
above five miles from their ufual places of 
abode without licence* Such were the proceed- 
ings, when the caufe of the church was princi- 
pal, acd the archbilhops and bifliops du-efted 

the 
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the quecD^s refentmeots. To them the abov* . 
laws are folely to be afcribed. Fron unaQ'- 
fwerable reafooiogs io the houfe of commoDs it 
is notorious, how great the avcrfioo tbtr£ was 
to ibis bill. But they durft not venture 60 a 
refufaly having fo often felt the fevereand fpeedy 
cffcfts of the fovereign's difpleafure; who, 
when this was incurred, ftiewed no regard to 
their perfons, properties, nor privileges. The 
high offences and provocations, which pro- 
duced fuch terrible effedls, arofe from the beha* 
viour oi {otnc pi*r!tans and fiparatijis^ who were 
naturally wW, and of others, who were madi fo 
by opprrj/io/t. 

Rude and indecent behaviour and language to 
fiiptrioars, ever fince the revolution^ has been a 
prevailing fafhion with thofe, who have afTumed 
to ihcmfelves the diflinflion of being the on/y 
tr-e Lhurchmen. This manner grew in the late 
reign ; has been greatly improved in the pre- 
fcnt ; and is now advanced to a height far be- 
yond what was then praftifed by thefe people. 
In our time, government has been reviled and 
defpifed, becaufe mild and merciful. How 
great then would be the clamour ; how infuf- 
ftrable the outrage did thefe men endure a 
tenth part of what had been inflifted on the 
puritayis^ previous to this oppreHlve law. Their 
loyalty and afFeftion to the queen, were real 
4 and 
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and undoubted. In the aft there arc no colourf 
nor fuggeftions to the contrary. The punifti- 
ments which were the confequence of this aft, 
and all the hardfhlps with which they were at- 
tended, do not appear to have given the queen 
much concern, though by this means deprived 
of many ufeful fubjefts. AH the imputations 
to their prejudice confided in rude complaintf 
of hardftiips and fufFerings, and in difowning 
the qncea's /upremacy m matters pure/y ecclefta' 
Jiical. This they thought inconfiflent with 
Christ's being head over all things to his church. 
But if this was a falfe and enthufiaflic conceit, 
with regard to the ftate, it was harrrhfs, com- 
pared with the opinion of the pope's fupremacy 
and infallibiLt)\ And was the danger of their 
bitter words in any degree equal to the treafon^ 
4ible and rrjjchiivous praftices of the papijis^ who 
were reftlcfi in their endeavours againft the go- 
vernment, attended with the utmoft bigotry to 
the Spaniard^ the queen's moft malignant ene- 
mies, and the moft cruel oppreflbrs. of the prote* 
JlanU^ and had been guilty of plots, confpira-- 
cies, and. opci\. rebellions. And yet, fuch was 
the policy of the ^^^^' churchnun^ as to contrive- 
the keeping the one at home, and feuding the 
other abroad. 

When the folemn dying fpceches oiFenry and 
others, were reported, the queen is faid to have 
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regretted the death of fach;^ fubjeds. The 
archbijUps and bijhops vrtxt chiefs in all tbffg 
profccutioDS, and penalties. Sometimes they 
were coaviclcdy as obflioate and incorrigible, 
and, after the manner of the inqwfuion^ deliver- 
ed to the civil maglftrate: but at other times 
purfucd to death; for the archbijbop was the 
fiiA who Cgncd the warrant for Pinrf% exe- 
cution. 

They fcem to have reafon and truth on their 
fide, who afcribe the quetrCs renouncing of Z^- 
pery^ not to averfion^ but necejjity: For her //- 
gitimacy and right to the crown, (he mufthave 
been wholly indebted to Rome. Many previous 
conditions bnrthenfome and inconvenient to re* 
gal power, •would have been ftipulated; and 
in thefe circumftances, the fubje£flng herfelf and 
kingdom to S^^fff, by accepting for a hulband, the 
fevere and unrelenting Philp, would have been 
unavoidable. The title of head efthe churchy is 
fuppofed to have been the great endearing and 
engaging particular in her protejlant profeffion* 
Under fuch a ruler, how naturally and readily 
were they promoted and encouraged, who en* 
tered into all the pride and oppreffion olfptryf 
The courts ecclefiaftlcal with great rigour pa- 
nifhed dijjentersy but favoured and avoided as 
much as poffible the notice of papj/is. 

King 
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King James I. feared only the power and 
policy of Rme ; but he liked many particulars 
in their religion, and had made great profcf- 
fions of regard to thai court. He hated puri- 
tanifmy on the account of the rigour and rudc'- 
nefs of their kirk. In our churchmen he found 
a full compliance and countenance, in all hit 
pretenfions to abfolute power. He readily placed 
fuch at the headoi the church, who were Aj;>55«r 
in their fevcrities than their predeceflbrs. Doc' 
irinal errors, and fome grofs and rude contra- 
diftions of eftablijhed orthodoxy, were crimes 
punifhed with fire and fagot. In the feveral 
inflahces of burning hereticks, which happened 
in this, and the former reign, in feveral parts of 
the kingdom, the church begun and denounced 
the. crime, and /i^^i?/^ concluded with execu- 
tion. The dominion and power of mean and 
worthlefs favourites in this reign, who were the 
authors of nothing great or good, either at 
home or abroad, and who procured large grants 
of the royal tevenue, naturally diminished the 
reverence and influence of the crctwn. 

The temper, principles, and opinions of E. 

Charles the Ift, difpofed him to cxercife the 

prerogative in a more ungracious manner than 

^y of his predeceflbrs. In order to promote 

. VOL. IV. K his 
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his defigos, he fupported and encouraged the 
snoft fevere and opprei&f e meafares of church^ 
fmn. Tbey were the chiefs in thofe coons« 
where power and prerogative, in oppofition to 
law and equity, prevailed. The vigour of 
church-difcipline, was not applied to encourage 
fobriety and decency, but to inforce diflblute* 
nefs and diforder. S^ifpenfations and depriva- 
tions were the (bre codifequences of refnfing to 
publi(h the book of Sports. Royal and eccUfia- 
Jltcal ordinancesi defeated the obligations of 
revealed and natural religion. Was not all this 
In compliance with \i\zmannersoi popery^ which 
was in evei7 refped favoured and encouraged ? 
How much this was the cafe at court is evident, 
from the concurrent teftimony of all forts of 
hiftorians. Sidney*^ Letters aiFord feveral im- 
portant additional informations; many other 
letters and informations have been deftroyed 
by the bigotry and partiality of the fnccellbrs in 
other great families ; but if what yet remains ia 
private hands becometh public, many more af- 
fecting particulars, will be expofed. Scrupulous 
proteftants^ were diftrefled and perfecuted with 
all poiTible heat, while immunities and favours 
were every where beftowed on paplfts. The 
language, in which the church of Rome had bee^. 
treated, received then a great alteration. //#- 
lairj and the pope^ behig antUhrift^ were th9 

com- 
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commoQ impatations of our /r/? refbrmers. 
The deformities, thte deteflable ways and quali- 
ties of ibis falfe churchy arc without any referve 
fet forth in our homilies. But the reviving and 
repeating thefe appellatives then became matter 
of great offence ; foft and h6nourabIe colours 
were only in faftiion. The books of zealous 
proigjiattts were prohibited, while thofe of zea- 
loas papijls were either liccnfed or indulged. 

r 

The fon, who was his immediate fucceflbr, 
did not give the proofs of his adhering to the 
Ronijh religion^ for which his brother was di- 
ftinguKhed ; but we have no reafon to doubt 
of his inclinations. No religious condderations 
could mnch afTeA the mind of fo profiigai;p and 
cardefs a creature while in health, but when 
the approaches of death forced him into fobrie- 
ty« then be wholly fubmitted to the rule and 
difcipline of this church. In his reign, laws of 
the bardeft and moft unreafonable kind, with 
regard to the liberty and property of proujlant 
ajjentirs^ were ena^ed and executed with the 
«taoft ftriAnefs and rigour. While the church 
was thus avenging itfelf on its enemies, the pa^ 
pifts pvrfued their meafures without much dif« 
Urbance in a private and public way. Far 
from bdng difturbed, the principal poAs in the 
•irernment were poflefledbyfuch as were well* 
K 2 knowja 
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vknown or juftly fufpcfted. The principal wens 
the duke of Tork^ lord trcafurer Clifford^ Arllng^ 
tony and others ; yet, no inftances occur of the 
rtklers of the church exprefCng, in thofe days, any 
concern for the fower and gronth of popery ; 
but they earnefily contended for the inforcing of 
inflaming and enfnaring oaths : This was done 
by Ward^ Motley^ and others, in feveral feiBoos 
of parliament, and they treated non-compUers with 
all imaginable paftoral feverity. The hijbops 
^TiApopJh party readily concurred in thefc cruel 
and oppreflive laws. Revenge and the pro& 
peft of fubjefting every thing to their power, 
was a n)0tive with the one^ and the profped of 
producing lafling hatred and averiion among 
protejiantsy direfled the other. 

Though this was evidently the cafe, ithai 
to efFeft in abating the progrefs of our church' 
men's furious zeal. DeJiruSlion of diffinters\Hi% 
the favourite point j therefore, during the in- 
fluence of French or popijh councils, by large 
grants of fupplies they purchafed new ktw$ of 
greater feverity, and vigorous revival of profe- 
cutions; and towards the cenclufion of ibis 
reign, when arbitrary and popijh meafures -re- 
turned with full power, the hijbops and their 
adherents were ^/j^^r/jf employed in compleattag' 
the rum of non-conformijls, Lamplughj dl Exe^ 
tcr, in 1 6841 commanded his. clergy co puhUfi in 

their 
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their churches on Sunday ^n order of the juftices 
prottiifing the reward of forty Jhillings for the 
apprchendiflg of a dijfenting minijier *• 

During the dominion of the fortes^ in the 
reign of his brother, it was highly criminal to 
call the duke of Tork^ 2l papi/i'y though this was 
notorious, and it became his public pro/efftoH 
initn^diately after his acceffion to the throne* 
But this gave no apparent conarn to the leaders 
of high' church* They begun with gratifying 
the king in the affair of his revenue ; and, im- 
mediately after this grant, dcfired him to ifTufe 
forth his royal proclamation to caufe the penal 
laws^ to be put in execution againji dijfenters ' 
from the church of England. All the ceJebra* 

^ t^d names of the party were every where bufy iiv 
cauiing the proclamation to have its full efFeft. 

. JIad the king gone on in humouring fheir info< 
lent and oppreffive temper^ and been contented 
with the fure and flower methods of promoting 
Im own religion, he would have met with no iu- 
lerruption and have been attended with full 
fuccefs. But the court fchemes were for liberiy 
and toleration; they required the compliance 
and affiftance of the clergy, attempted to punijh 
them for their non-compliance, and dijiurhed 
them in their rights and properties. Then 

• JViftf/*s Hift. oi Puritans f p. 526. vol. 4, 

K 3 thcit 
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their praUki folly confuted all their folem 
frifejfiotts of abfolace and unlimited p^fffioi #l#- 
dience and nm-rtftjlance. They, who had 
treated, as perterfenefs and unreafonable obfli- 
nacy in Qthin^ the fUat of confiiitui^ and pkas 
for liberty^ rights and privileges^ felt for them- 
felves what they would not fee before in the 
cafe of their neighbours. How fully then were 
their eyes opened ; how ftrong were their de- 
clarations of forrow and concern for what was 
paIV# and how obliging and many were their 
vows ! When our wonderful deliverance was ac- 
coroplifhed, the toleration a£f could not be re- 
fufed, after the many folemn promifes in the 
days of peril and terror. But feveral reafon- 
able attempts to end our religious difierences 
were difappointed by thofe, Vfho{e pre- imimnei 
and principles give them an averfion to all coift* 
pllance and moderation. When the convication 
met, all abatement in point of certmony and r/- 
tual^ all propofals for the fmalUft reformation, 
and alteration were abfolutely rejeAed. Nohr 
mus leges jfngliie mutare, was the popydarj but » 
very unfair plea. Might not this with equal 
truth have been urged, againft the reformation^ 
and for the continuance of the fanguinary 'laws 
of popery? For the fame reafon the penal laws 
of the church, which, with fo much mifchief, 
and info anti-chriflian a manner, had been exe- 
cuted 



cored above 20 years, {bonld not have been 
repealed by the /^//r<7//^ff tf^. The contrivers 
aod abettors of perficuting meafnres have con- 
flantly had the diftinflion of being y^ fh^ 
church ^y and the friends of civil and religious 
liberty, of being its enemies. All opportuniiies 
Jhce the revohaion have been improved to revive 
diftrefles and perfecution. The bijhopij who- 
have beett' afiive on thefe ocdafions, have been 
venerated at trne fathers, while they who have 
been infltienced by doe regard to the obligations 
of natural and*revealed religion, which Inforce 
oercy and charity, have been treated with aH 
fdrts dF^rcproaebcs* 

In the laft 60 yeafs the imtnunitles of con- 
fcience, and the full rights of all quiet and good^ 
fdbjefl^, have been fiated and explained, in the 
inoft fatisfaftory manner, h general ulerat'iony 
which in the days of our forefathers was treated 
as impious and abominable, has been fmce fully 
jtiftificd. They, whofe praftices, when they 
have had the fnllnefs of power, have conftantly 
contradiScd every principle of this kind ; have 
lately aflumed the character of being the moft 
zealous advocates for an unbounded liberty. 
How great is their truth and modefly ! For* 
have not they, who glory in being the only true 
fons of the churchy when they have had full power 
l!0 parfoe their own devices^ proceeded front' 
,K 4 {flxalloic 



22+ The Pillars /j^ Priestcraft 
fmaller to the bigheft oppreffioos ? Such was 
the /;hJ/m aft, the laft legacy of their glorious 
queen Ann. Archb'ijhop Dawes took the chair 
in order to model aod fioiih that iniquitous bill. 

Bremley^ the trufty agent for Oxford, at the 
faoje time publiflied the church's defjgn of ex^ 
iluding, ill another feflions, all forts of dijfefi" 
tersy from their rights of voting in eleftions for 
members of parliament, and of being magidrates 
of corporations. All thefe great things were 
done for the church in order to have its zealous 
and aftive afUftance in undoing iht Jlatf. 

On good aflurances of being thus rewarded, 
the pulpit and prefs recommended the giving 
up the fruits of all our viftories, of all our 
blood and treafures* They applauded the« 
fcheme for leaving the hou/e of Bourbon in pof- 
feflion of wealth and power, terrible and dan- 
gerous to the liberties of Europe, The deli- 
vering us to the dominion of a popijb pretender, 
was the notorious purpofe of the principal ma- 
nagers. Far from conceiving any fenfe of dan- 
ger from fuch a profpeft, this was the general 
hope and expeflation of the greatefl churchmen^ 
Peace became chiefly defirable, as preparing the 
way for the fuccefs of hereditary right. Doing 
for the church doth not import doing any thing 
for the promotion of piety and virtue, and for 

the 
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the reftraiot of profaoencfs and immoralitT'. 
Doing fomething by way of grierance and dif«- 
trefs to proteflant diffentersy is thcmeaning of 
the word, when ufed by thofe; who call f hem- 
felves the only good churchmen. 

But has doing for-tht church had as nfaal ap* 
plication to the aflEair oijopery ? This is repre-> 
fented as wholly appertaining to the flate. But 
k not the gaining profelytes to an idolatrous^ 
fuperflitious religion, and whofe doftrines in- 
culcate perfidy and cruelty, a matter of religious- 
ooqcern ? Have not.the number ofdijfentersy fo^ 
many years paft, decreafed, both in the capital^ 
and throughout the kingdom ? When the fa- 
thers have acquired confiderable fortunes, do 
not xhtfons think it below gentlemen to go to 
a meeting ? When people of, any condition of 
either fex marry into the eflablifhment, they ge- 
nerally foon ceafe to be dijfenters. But the cafe 
is quite different with regard to papifls 5 the 
proteftant is too commonly loft in alliances of* 
thh kind. 

Popery for many years has decayed very 5rr- 
confiderably in great families. If it has bceiy 
defertcd by forae, others have returned to that" 
communion: Strong and very undcferved fup- 
ports have been procured to this wicked catife^ 
by its interefts and .alliaACes at home. It hns^ 
v.^ > K 5 alfo 
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aUb iiad the aid and coonteDanc^ of all the 
mighty powers abroad. . Far from diminiihia^y 
the number of papfjis is juftly fappofed to have 
greatly iocreafed in this century. They are 
wife in their arts znd fchemes of government. It 
is known in fadt, that additions are continually 
making to their religions funds. Thefe muft be 
very confiderable by virtue of their faith and 
policy. Nothing can be mcfre properly adapted 
to make impreflions on perfons of all ranks and 
charafters. How great is the fecurity promifed 
by infallibility ! How comfortable and pleafing 
are the do£lrines oi ahfolution^ of dfpinfaiions and 
it}dulgencies ! both to faints and fl'nners ! 

From thefe and many other confiderationty 
the danger of the prevelancy of popery is too evi- 
dent \ but this cannot be pretended of any of 
our fe^s\ no, not on the impoflible fuppofidoQ 
of their entire union. Nothing is more commoo 
in the mouths of many zealous churchmen^ thaa. 
declaring they would much rather be papi^s 
ih^n Presbyterians, But he muft be a blind and 
pervcrfe zealot indeed^ who can pretend to dif* 
pute from which quarter we have moft io fiein 
Can any thing be more clear and convindi^ 
from juft experiments at homfe, and from what 
is pradifed nmoug papijis and CaJviniJIs abroad? 
As they would be good men and good fuligeASf 
it becomc;a ihur^bmn eijually with ft§tejmim to 
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contribute the ntmdft to our defifera&te froin ' 
this adhering plague and mifchief. P^itj^ 
wherever it has a full infldence, is the euthr tf 
ionfufion^ and every evil work^ and difcourageth 
the moft amiable and valuable virtnes in io«- 
ciety. It is ao impoffible and vain pretence^' 
that a real papift fliould really be a good fubjeft:' 
If there is any necei&ty for producing proofs * 
of this; we have much reafon to complain of a ' 
carelefs and unrefleAing race diprotejianisx 

The papers oi' Sheldon^ fifperiotir of the Je- - 
(tfitSy feized in November 1745, afford many in- - 
fiances of tbc abfolute fubjeAlon of the popi/b - 
clergy and laity, and the uncontroulable autho- 
rity of' their difcftors.^ For the fuperiors of 
other orders may judly be prefumed to be 
equally arbitrary in their influence. W^ have 
in thefe papers proofs of commands being obey^ 
tdi when gentlemen of the firft rank and their 
ebapiains'have been both averfe to a feparatioo. 
None are allowed to chnfe their own priefts, 
aor toretainrthemany longer thauis agreeable to 
tb^ pleafure of^ the fuperior. How dangerous 
moAfoch bigotry and indaved dirpofuion be to 
^ ggvemment, for there can be no doubt of 
Ihdr ready obedience In all other in(hnces ? 

When there are any of their miffidnaricc, 
Ifho bf mdiiigt converfation^ and probir3 < t 

K 6 uv:a\. 
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snindy are difpofed to become converts to our 
church, how uuhappy and difmal are their cir- 
cumftauces s they are fure of feeling all poilible 
efiedls of the malice and revenge of the party 
they defert, and have the difcouraging profpe£b 
oinegUSii coldnefs^ Sind/ufpicion with which WE^ 
have thought fit to treat fuch converts. With 
a very few exceptions this has generally been 
the cafe, ever fince the revolution. Some of 
oar gentlemen, to their great diflionour, have 
countenanced mean and profligate chara^lersy 
and worthy perfons have been impofed upon, 
which are fufHcient motives for the utmoft care 
and caution : but do not jullify the prudence 
and piety of a total negleSi^ and an abfolute difcou^ 
ragement. 

Nothing incmfijleni with humanity and chrif^ 
tianity IS required from the Uaders of our church t 
Their predcceflbrs, in the czk oi protefiant dif' 
fer.tcrs^ have been proved to be concerned ia 
purfuing thgm to deaths in figning warrants 
for their execution. They were the abfolute 
directors of arbitrary and unequitable courts. 
They were the chief promoters of laws, which 
fubje<^ed every thing valuable to vile informers 
and viler juftices, armed with abfolute power. 
And, fince the full light and eftablifiiment of 
liberty, they have bcflirred themfelves in dif* 
trefling thofe, who, as protejlants^ {hould be 
regarded ^% brethren. Is it not very iacxcufable^ 

that 
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that their zeal for the prpteftant fvcttJJUn has 
been the great ofiFence and provocation ! This 
\i\\\ appear from a careful review of the known 
temper and defigns of the generality of their 
difturbers. 

Precautions againft the papifts are needful, as 
they are, and muft ever remain, enemies to tb$ 
government. Their impudent pretences to in* 
'fallibility ; the abfurd and impious powers an- 
nexed to their covjecrations ; the diflionour done 
to chriftianity by many idolatrous Sind/uperjlitious 
pra£iicesj are what they are accountable for only 
to the governor of the univerfc. But as their 
cafutftry and doSrines corrupt all true goodnefs 
and morality, ^t governor i cfour church ior this 
realbn (eem to have as proper and oeceHary a 
€OtMesTiZ% the governors ofthejlate. 

The cUrgj have complained, and too often 
with great reafon, of the total ncgIcA of the civil 
tnagiftratei fctf witbotit proceeding to extremir 
ties, many things might have been dote to 
difixyomgc the impudence of thefe tucsLia. of re> 
IigM aodgorenunent, and tbtir unfair Bks:thod$ 
of fluddog prolelytes* hut the trcxi. U, tht man^ 
laws^ssaw eiiSmg^ cannot le p^t h tzer^zixxf. 
BeBde$^a(hpuunuiry znd/aniitin^ry yx^'jei. ^ 
diej cud, are qaite dl^agreeaSSe: to ccr vSd 
^ iocc>ofiftttt ifeSx tStftwwCTg 

4 
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of the age. Attempts to execute them have ' 
been rare and uncommoa, and only ia times of 
great danger, and upon great provocations. 
They were chiefly made in terrorem. Moft of 
th?m were extorted from thofe princes under ' 
whom they not only enjoyed many immunities, 
but places and power. The repealing all theft • 
2,VkAfub/iituting in their room one eafy zndprac* 
finable law, of the dtfenfvoe and prefervativt - 
kind, is what onr times and circumftances ah-- - 
faiiitily require* Thefe laws have afforded » 
matter for clamour and fcandal ^ comparifons -- 
from hence have bcea made betwixt popijh and "^ 
proteftant feverities/ But in this the chmorous- 
have been- equally impudent and ungratefuK 
Have they not* generally been a dead letter, and ^ 
a mere name without effedl ^ Can any thing-' 
then more become the honour of our religion, . 
and nation, than effe^ually to remove this re<* 
proach ? Laws hard and fevere, and which . 
cannot J or are not^ to be executed^ procure hatred *'. 
and contempt ; than which, nothing worfecan 
happen to any government. The fufpicions^ 
entertained of our bijhops mufl be groundlefs^ 
They were promoted on affiirances given of 
their tempers and defigns, being quite oppoii^ 
to their predecejfors under Charles the lid, whd 
have the laAing reproach of being unanimoos 
IA thdr voting agaioft the repeal of the ft^tuti^ 

Di 
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t>€ Heritico Combutindo {1S77.) Wc cannot* 
imagine the majority of this bgnch are for the ' 
continuance of fuch feverities, and averfe to* 
. provide for our fccurity, by osE/oier and r/j- 
finabli LAW, 

In order to the framing fucb a &w, the ut^ - 

moft iagacity and' prudence, and all affidances 

are requifite. And nothing can better deferve * 

the utmojl care and confideration; What we 

have feen and it\U fliouid make us fenfible of 

the trui fpirit'of popery. But as there are too 

many fymptoms^of the prevaiency qI[ infenfibilhy 

and biaftentiony let us recolledl what an enemy 

wc really have. There are fome coufiderations 

of a general nature, ^nd fome in which we are 

more peculiarly concerned. The policy and 

defigns of Rome are Aill the fame. None of 

their anttent claims and pradlices have been re* 

fiouneej. Nor can they be given up, though 

circumftances oblige them to fufpeufion and 

fQxbearance : No intervention of time and acci* 

dents can weaken, much lefs deftroy what is 

founded on Jivine and infallible tight, Thofc 

powers, who have been fo mean and fenfelefs^ 

as to continue in their devotion to the infalliUe 

btudy have received great benefit from the n^ 

firmation. The boundlefs power of d%jp$fing^ 

of crowns and dominions^ and difiurUng ftatet 

by excommuoicatigM aod mterdiA9> are iMm 
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forborn oa the account (^ their hazard and 
danger. ^ ; 

As the power and praflices of the fucceflbrs 
of St. Peter are little regarded and remember- 
ed, it will be proper to produce a few inftances 
ia the very words of the papal bu/ls. The 
Bullarium Magnum, printed at Luxemburgh 
1727. vol. !• 2Xpag. 27. Anno 1073. Greg, Pap. -■ 
affords an account of the excommunication of 
Henry ^ fon of the emperor of the fame name ; ' 
of bis being depoftd from royal dignity ; and of 
his fubje^i being abfolved from their oaths of al- 
legiance^ pag. 28. The prayers, tears, the mi-- 
fcrable and humble fubmiflions of this prince 
procured him abfolution. But for fubfequent 
offences, the excommunication was repeatet},* 
and his depofition we have in the following- 
terms, pag. 29. Omnem potejiafem et dignitatem* 
nil regiani tollo, et ut nullus Chri/iianorum ei^ 
Jicut KEGi, obediat Interdico; omnefque, qui^ 
ei juraverunt veljurabunt- de r^gni dominaiione a 
juramentipromiflione ABsoLVO. 

The excommunication of our Henry VIIL 
wasin 1535. We have the particulars, />. 710. 
Among many which might be mentioned, I only* 
wcite — Ipjafque ccnfe derations et obligattones^ 
tarn facias quam in pojierum faciendas — sNullius 
jBiboris vel moment} uullafque^ irritas^ caj/as^ac 
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fro infects habendas fere descernimus et de- 
cLARAMus. As his holioefs thus declared^ 
all agreements^ promifes^ and alliances^ utterly 
VOID ; fo iQ what foUoweth, all the pojfefflons 
of his fuhje^i and favourers. hy feaand land, are 
declared the lawful prizes of pirates and robbers^ 
bona mercantia, pecunias, navigia, res et ani- 
malia, audloritate, fcientia et pbtellatis plenltU'!^ 
dine — captoribus concedimus*. 

Ivkvot.M.i^'jcy^pQg. 324-5. Tn the ex* 
communication of queen Elizabeth, he prb^ 

nounceth ^in etiam ipfam pretenfo regni 

pradiSii jure necnon omni et quocunque dominion 
dignitatem privilegioque privatam. It afterwards 
difcbargeth all from their oaths— —Pr^r^r^j^ 
fubditos et populos di£fa regime^ if cateros omnes 
qui illi quomodocunque juraverunt hujufmodi^ 8cc. 
— — AbsolvXmus. 

But the feafon of zealous and general obedi- 
ence to all the didates of Rome, was now over, 
and the efFeft was not anfwerable to what was 
defigned. Such fulminations againft particu- 
lar princes have fince ceafed. The Roman pon* 
ij^contenteth hlmfelf with annual denunciations 
againfl henticks in the Casna Domini bull. 
This is indeed very full and flgnificant, and has 
from time to time received additions and im* 
provements* Alt^ who hx^c feparatfd from the 

chunb 
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siwrtb of RBmff of whateier denomioatidfij arn: ^ 
fkntoicmolj txc9ifimunicattd^ 

From wlkcnce it plainly foBowetbr- tBat be-^ 
oomiag good and obedient fubjcfts to froteflanr 
jrioces is iocoafiflent vitH the faith and reli- 
gious dtity of a ^fift. Neceffity aad fear awetfr 
them into a quiet behaiiour; but whenever 
tbcy have any profpeft of fnccefr every evil ef-- 
ft^t of bigotry and wicked -ical is to be ex^ 
Ceaed» 

The common plea, of men's being little* 
iwfluincid hj.rili£iou$ principles in temporal 2^-^ 
Airs, muft not be here* allowed; To our great • 
fliame how few are there among nsj who haver 
0ny principles : and therefore no effeif can%e: 
expefied^ where there is no caufei B At petpifis^ . 
who live among proteftants^ are well feafoned 
with the ftmdameotals of their perfuafion. Of 
what great and good things are they hereby 
alTured, in this and the world to come \ They 
are confident of having on their fide infallibility ^ 
txAfafetj of being fecured from all forts of 
evils : fach a rivetted opinion mnft produce 
whatever can be dcfired. The decrees of the 
infallihU head^ or what their priefts afliire them » 
are fuch, are heard with the fame veneration by 
tfie generality oipapi/ls^ as^an Immediate voice 

from.> 
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from beiven. The platn«ft proofs of the falf^ 
hood and Taoicy of their Ugh and wicked pre- 
teafiods are iafignificant. Gromdlers and con<- 
fideot coocdu are more firmly retained, and^ 
operate with. greater Arength thaaany realbn^ 
able perfaarion. Delafion is infinite, and will 
not fufier us to give any attention to the mod 
mifchievous confeqnenccs. How elfe could* 
l»an, who is a fociable beingi receive, without, 
abhorrence, dirpenfattoi^ for taking of oaths^ 
and abfolutions from their obfervance, aftect 
they are taken t 

Thifezn the i^du/ffd'oflrrnesand pra^ieesof 
pepery ; though they have been often difowned 
with their ufual modefty and veracity. Ac- 
cording to thiir fjjlem the whole affair ofjwear-- 
hjg on any occafion before heretical magiftrates 
muft be a nullity. They are, zs hereticks^ in- 
competent judges, and are all by virtue of the. 
Coena Domini bull, in a ftate of excommunica* 
tion ; and as fach can hate no privileges and'* 
powers ; all their doings muft be illicit and of 
no effcft. They can have no fcnfe of any obli- 
gations; and therefore muft ever be ready to^ 
take any oaths of allegiance and fidelity. But 
our oaths, as now formed, cannot be fwallowed;: 
jbecavfe, by fo doing, they would reqounce fome 
of thp prituij^i points of their religjioa. Yet 
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for great and weighty purpofes even fuch fort 
of fweariDg is^ allowed ; but fuch permiffions 
are only granted to particular and feleA per* 
fons. This can never be general, becaufc it 
would be a public and repeated difowning their 
profeffion. 

The pope's power to grant any fort of leave 
is readily believed. Far from being confined 
to things lawful and honeft, he can beflow what 
chara6!ers and colours he pleafeth, on perfons 
and things, in contradi^ion to nature and 
truth. Difpenfations for taking unlawful oaths^ 
were they generally known and o^vned, would 
bean intolerable difhonour and difcredit to this 
communion. This b what no government 
fliould endure. However, there is no doubt of 
this having been a common pradlice whenever 
judged expedient and neceflfary. A proof of 
this appeared fo late as 1678. Printed journal 
Svo. 1680, in page 152, is an account of a fa* 
culty under the feal of cardiual Barberini fo^ 
difpenfmg with the taking the oaths^ and otbtr 
things. 

This faculty was entered into the Journal of 
the Houfe of Commons^ and probably into that of 
the Lords. If this entry was not deftroyed in 
the following years wherein popijh councils and 
ix>wer prevailed) a prefent publicatioa wouM 

be 



Ijc.very feafonable, Thcfe permits are for thofe 
vrhofe religion has not yet made them infeniible 
of honour and honefty in the moft folemn tran- 
faftions with protejiants. Hereby what they 
fcruple, as unlawful, js not only fatisfied, but it 
becomes a laudable performance. The great 
end and purpofe of ferving the catholick caufe 
confecrateth every means, efpecially when di- 
rcfted by fuch authority. 

When oaths h^VQ been taken with, or wlth- 
>out a difpenfation, in compliance with heretical 
laws, all their concern muflrbe how to. evade or 
break them with fafety. Thus they pay a du- 
tiful regard to their fupreme dlre^ors. They ' 
have frequently renewed co'nftitutions and de- 
crees againft thofe who fwear or oblige oihets 
to fwear (what they call) unlawful^ impoJJiUe 
and damnable oath^, and which contradi£l the 
rights and liberties of the church, and the de- 
xrees of the .council of Trent (fee Bullarium 
Magnum^ Toh .11. 1584. pag. 513.) InvocatU 
^Of^fiitutionis 'Hic. 3/. et aliorum Jav&ionum^ con- 
trajurantes et jurarefacientes^ illicitae imp&ffibllia^ 
damnofa et eccUftaJlicaJihirtati^ acdeeretis eoncilii 
'Tridenttni adverfantia. 

'This has been the conflant and contioued 
iUnguage of their favereign pontiffs ; all oaths 
aad contrads made in- the moft folemn atyl 
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binding maooer, are dedtred NuUitia by ChrHt. 
the Xldi, when they contradiA what he 
efteems prior and faperior obligations. This 
is properly applied by the bifliop of Oxford^ ia 
his fennon tn the reheUlm^ preached Oitobir 
1745, to vain dependences on the words and 
aflhrances of the fretender *• 

What has been produced, fnfiictently proves 
the points we have under confideration. Mul- 
tiplying authorities would be needkft. How* 
ever it would be a ufeful performance to make 
an entire colle£lion of whatever is to be found 
on this fubjeA. The decrees of councils, what- 
ever has been publilhed by p&pa in all forms ; 
the occafion and confequences of all thefe de- 
terminations and ordinances, ihould be explain- 
ed by fhort hifiorical narratives. This would 
expofe in full colours and proportions the num 
tffirt'i the fin of perdition j who has long appear- 
ed in our world, not for the quiet and welfare, 
but the didurbance and mifery of human focie- 
tics, and whofe true devotees can never aafi to 
do iifiU As they are not their own matters, but 
muft obey ihcir direftors, they cannot he treated 
with any fort of confidence and irufi. 

From what has been faid, it plainly follow- 
ctb, there can be no entire dependance on the 

• Pag. 16. *Thc moft formal declaration he can 
make,* &c. See archbifhop Secker^t firft volume of 
S?rmoD9» 

evidence 
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M&vidence they give upon oath, cither in civil or 
criminal cafes. The penalties of perjury, and 
t}ie inconveniencies whkh attend the infamy of 
being a falfc witnefs, are their only reftraints. 
The fenfe and importance of an oath, becaufe 
taken before an anathematized, and confer- 
quently incompetent judge, cannot be duly re- 
garded. When the con trover fy is betwixt one 
of their own communion, and a heretic^ what 
arts of faKhood and prevarication may not be 
expefted ? 

The revival of learning in the two laft centu- 
ries, and the freedom of enquiry^ introduced by 
the reformation, fhould naturally have produced 
the difgrace and diminution oi popery. For no 
caufe can be incuml:fred with grofTerabfurdities 
and more ofTenfive fooleries. But^r/ and poK^^ 
great and growing wealth and power, have 
given it efTedlual fupports, and bcK^e caufed it 
to grow and increafe both at home and abroad. 
To the Jejuits belong the chief praifc of thit 
wonderful management. They have deprefled 
and almoft totally extiuguiOied the long boafted 
rights of the GallUan church. All the brave 
and repeated efforts of parliaments and lawyers 
have been ine^eftual, and have only difcovcred 
the power of their adverfaries to be great be- 
yond imagination. Nor have they only got th^ 
better of law and argument, but have fubdood 
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a.fplrit of eathufiafm, which was raifed to their 
prejudice. Thus the court of France^ after fo 
many high contefts, has beeu, for fome years, 
entirely devoted to Rome. The head of the 
beaft, which feemed wounded to deaths has 
been healed, %ind all that part of the world 
wondereth after the beaA and worfliippeth his 
image*. 

Some plaufible and fuperficial obfervers 
tmongprotejlants^ have propagated a ground* 
lefs conceit, of the abatement of popijh cruelty. 
Becaufe the punifhments by fire and faggot 
have ceafed ; therefore mildnefs prevaileth. 
But do not the burnings in Spain and Portugdlj 
;9nd the difmal apparitions produced to light 
from the dungeons of the inguljition, afFbrd the 
moti joyous fpeftacle to a multitude of all ranks, 
which is condantly afTembled on thefe occa- 
fions ? In Italy they have great advantages from 
travellers, and from none fo confiderable as the 
cxpenfive Englijb. Thefe refined politicians 
wifely avoid offending their vifitors with fuch 
fhews. Amongft them, all is performed within 
the impenetrable \precin£ls of their horrid 
tribunal. 

^ Since this tra6^ was written^ there has been 
a change in France for the better, by the expnlfion 
of the Jefuiti ; which we hope will be produaive of 
greater good ia time. 

Ama- 
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Amazing is the fuppofuion of an abatement 
of the worft kind of perfecution, while the in- 
qnifition fubfifteth in its full force, and with 
all its arbitrary, fecret, and moft inhumaa 
prafticcs. As protejiantifm has in a gre'at mea- 
fure been totally extirpated where it prevails ; 
the fubjefts of its vengeance are greatly dimi- 
fiifhed -J but there is no diminution of its vigour 
and diligence.. 

In France^ when mini/Iers vltq difcovcred, the 
painful dc^ih oi heading on the wheel is common- 
ly inflif^ed ; as for ethers^ they are become fen- 
fiblc of the evil policy of lofing ufeful hands ; 
and therefore they are confined to the perpetual 
Jlavery of the gallies, which, all thingsconfider-^ 
ed, of the two evils, is lefs eligible than the 
ftiort, tho' more (hocking punilhraent of peri fil- 
ing in the flames. How gladly would the other 
fex change their difmal confinements for mar- 
tyrdom ? As ihefe things are certainly fo, how 
afFedted muft the ignorance be, how great the 
infenfibility of the \^^\Jlrer.gth and true/ptrit of 
popery^ which for many years hath been fo 
common. 

They, of this communion, who live amongft 
us, have had the impucJcr.ce- to difown this as 
much as poffible j and for the reft, they have 

VOL. IV. L , many 
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many difguifes. This is one of the xnany-iO'- 
ftances of their aflurance and fal(hood. As 
their whole foundation is falfe, fo every part of 
the fuperftrufture has been carried on by fyingjf 
and by all decelvablenefs of unrightcoufticfs. 
Their eccleftqftical fchewes and orders in Great 
Britain ani Ireland are known ; fo are the 
Jarge fums which are expended on this acconnt 
boih at home and abroad. The many affefting 
and dangerous proofs we had of their enmity to 
every thing valuable in our conflltution, have 
beenfo often, and fo lately repcatedj as to rcn- 
.der all remarks of this kind ufelefs. 

Juft iniimations have been given, how a reli- 
gion, unfupporied by all true reafon, and void 
of every good quality, has httn mai>.taiKed zui, 
increafed. As it is not abfolutely necefTary, we 
will not attempt to open and explain fome of 
them, for fear of giving high offence to the 
great people of both fexes. One thing only. 
fliould not be omitted. Since the marriage of 
Charles the I ft, the devout and hdy ivcm.noithis 
ccmmunicn have been its moft ufcful advocates 
and fupports. They have been, and are emi- 
nently foin our days. When the hufband has 
been well difpofed, the tcizing and importunity . 
of ihQ wife h:is c bilged him to defift from his 
good defigns. And when they have had the 
"foluiion to carry them into execution, dcmefic 

life 
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life has generally proved difagreeable. In per- 
f6hs of rank and circumftances, there are fei¥ 
idft^nces, if any, of regard being paid to the 
better judgment of the man. The endearing 
benefit of abfolution, and a perfeft deliverance 
frc)m frights and fears of the moft afFeSing 
kind, m'uft be very engaging arguments with. 
ih^ weaker fex. Strong and confident afTertions, 
high and mighty promifes, with which the 
agents of Rome abound, are to them far more 
afFe^lingand cohvinciog, than the utmoftclear- 
nefs and flrength of argument. I will not pro- 
ceed to many other confideraiions, but conclude 
with a very inter ejiing particular^ which feems 
not to have been commonly known. It muft 
have been of great and comfortable importance, 
in fixing rhe adherence of the ladiis to fuch fa- 
cuhies and privileges. 

In the coUeSlion of letters and other writings 
relating io \ht p-jpijh plot, in the hands of G. 
Trihy^ Efqi and pubiiQied by order of the Houfe 
ofCo^nmon^y 1680. at pag, 122 and 123. we 
have the Latin mghial^ attended with a tranf- 
lation, fa:uUies and pri'vilegcs granted to the right 
rcV. father in Gcdy John Laker, an Englifti 
.prieft ; to b^ by him extended unto and executed^ in 
the kingdoms of England and Scotland, and all 
other the doniinions o/the i/'/sfj^Great Britain, 
L 2 fXU^W 
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excepting Ireland. The 4th, which is to our 
prefent purpofe, is as fblloweth, Of granting a 
liberty and allowing a right to all from wboo| 
due benevolence hath been with-held, or to 
whom upon any pretence it hath been refafed, 
of demanding and claiming the duties of the mar- 
Hage bed. ■ The Latin is much (horter.-vp 
Reftituendi jus pctendi dcbitum amijfum. 
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M A C H I A V E L's 

VINDICATION 

O F 

HiMSEiP and his Writings,, 



THE difconrfe wc had lately (dear Zrw- 
bio) and the preifing importunity of 
Guili$ Sahiati^ that I would ufe fooie 
means to\(ripe off the many afperfions cafl upon 
ray writings, gives you the prefent trouble of 
reading this letter, and me the plcafure of 
writing it." 

I have yielded, you fee, to the entreaty of 
Gullio^ and the reft of that company, for that I 
efteem it a duty to clear that excellent fociety 
from the fcandal of having fo dangerous and per- 
nicious a perfon to be a member of their coa- 
verfation : For by reafon of my age, and iince 
the lofs of my liberty, and my fufFerings under 
that monftcr of luft and cruelty, Alexander de 
L 4. Media, 
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Med\i^ fet over us by the divine veogeaDce for 
our fins, I caa be capable of no other defign or 
enjoyment, than to delight and be delighted ia 
the company of fo many choice and virtoous per- 
fons, who now afTemble ihemfelves with all fe- 
curity, under the happy and hopeful reign of our 
new prince C^/zwid?; and we may fay that tho'our 
commonwealth be not reflorevi our flavery is at 
an end, and that he caviing in Ly our otcn choice^ 
may prove, if I have as good (kill in prophcfying 
as 1 have had formerly, anceftor to many re- 
nowned princes, who will govern this fiatc ia 
great quietnefs, and with great clemency ; fo 
that our pofterity is like to enjoy eafe and fecu- 
rity, tho' not that greatnefs, wealth and glory by 
which our city hath for fome years paft, even in 
the moA fadlious and tumultuous times of our 
democrac}', given law to Italyy and bridled the 
ambition of foreign princes. But that I may 
avoid the loquacity incident to old men, I will: 
come to the bufinefs. If 1 remember well, the 
exceptions that are taken to ihofe poor. things f 
have publiflied, are reducible to three. . 

Firft, That in all my writings I inftnuati my 
gnat affeillons to the democratical government, 
even fa much as to undervalue that ^^ monarchy in 
refpe6i of it, which lajl I do not ohfcurely in 
m*ny poffages teach ^ and as it were^ perfuade the 
people to throw off. 

Next> 
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SsH^ Tiut ir Jrnic^iBo: 1 vas: nr^ p^ea: nrn 

cmtiwf: riMkt lucr fr atfacinr ma, prgfan*7tgfc. 

ti&zh iDansrcLs /zZ -.Vf rj^tr-zzi-i '^.Lani:. iva: -sac 
andtt i^i; ": mm it trtimx ztut^ mnj£s:i 

and that I cij tgbxesvz a ff^r inrmfirf-^ vdl ie- 
gin with ir^ =rft- 

I (hili fpcak tc dat wb:^h L: .Jiiisi £: :^ be 
U'i|>ed off, acd vhich, if i: * i:i rrur, • .Mcli irx 
only jaftiy eipoCeme to chi aacrid iii ^4r^,s- 
tnce ot God and ail gcod ccda, bet £vcr. d^rroy 
the defign and pcrpoie ot all rr.j wrlrings^ 
which is to treat in (bme fort, as wc.l 2i oae of 
my fmall parts can hope to do, of ihc p^^lituks : 
And how can any maa pretend to write con- 
cerning poUcy, wbodcdroys the mofl enfential 
part of it, which is obedience to all governments ? 
It will be very eafy then for GuUio Saiviati^ 
or any other member of our focicty, to believe 
the proteftatioh I make. That the amn.ating of 
private men^ either diredlty or indircclly, to dif* 
cbey^ much I if $ to Jhake off any government, how 
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dej^otkalf9ev€r^ was riivtr in my thoughts or writ" 
ings. Thofe who are unwilling to believe this,, 
may take the pains to ailign in any of my bookss 
the pafTages they imagine to tend that way, (for 
I can think of none myfclf) that fo I may give 
bch perfon more particular fatisfadiion. 

I muftconfefs I Have a difcourfein one of my 
books to encourage the Italian nsaiotiy to affume 
their aniient valour, and to expel the Barba- 
rians> meaning, as the anilent Romans ufe the 
word, all firangers from among us : but that 
was before the kings of Spain had quiet pofTef- 
fion of the kingdom of Naples^ or the emperor 
of the dutchy oi Milan \ fo that I could not be 
interpreted to mean that the people of thofe two 
dominions (houUbe ftirred up to fhake ofFtheir 
princes becaufe they were foreigners, fihce at 
that time Ludovic Sfor%a was in poffefSon of the 
one, and king Frederick rcftored to the other, 
both natives o( Italy. But my defign was to 
cohort our countrymen not to fufFer this pro* 
vince to be the fcene of the arms and ambition 
of CharlfS Vill, or K. Lewis his fucceffor, who 
when they had a mind to renew the old title of 
the houfe of Jnjou to the kingdom of Naples^ 
came with fuch force into Italy y that not only 
our goods were plundered, and our lands wafted, 
but even the liberty of our cities and government 
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endangered; but to unite and oppofethem,. 
and to keep this province in the hands of 
princes of our own nation, this my intention is 
fo vifible in the chapter itfelf, that I need but 
refer you to it. Yet, that I may not anfwer 
this imputation barely by denying, 1 Jhallajfert 
in this place what wy principles are in that which 
the wcrld calls REBELLION ; which I believe to • 
be not only a rifing in arms againft any govern- 
ment we live under, but acknowledge that 
word to extend to all clandejline confpiracies too, 
by which the peace and quiet of any country 
maybe interrupted, and by confequence the lives 
and ellates of innocent perfons endangered, 
REBELLION then fo dcfcribed, / hold to be 
the gre.teji c ime that can le cotnm'tted among men ^ 
both againft policy^ morality and in for o c nfiien- 
ties ; but notwiihlianding all this, // ii an ojftnce 
which will be committed whiljl the wcrld lajU^s as 
often ja^ princes tyrannize^ and by enflaving and 
deprefling their fubje»S^s, make magiftracy, which 
was intended for the benefit of mankmd, prove a 
plague and deftruftion to it^ for let the terror 
and the guilt be never fo great, it is impoffible 
that human nature, which confifts in paflion as 
Well as virtue, can fupport with patience and 
fubniffion the greatefl cruelty and injnflice, 
whenever chher the weaknefs of their princes, 
the unanimity of the people, or any other fa- 
L 6 vourable 
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vourable accident, fhall give ^hem reafonable 
hopes to mend their condition, and provide 
better for their own interell by inrurredlioD. 
So that princes and flates ought in the conduft 
of their affairs not only to confider what 
their people are bonnd to fubmit to, if they 
were infpired from heaven, or *^cre all mo- 
ral philofophers j but to weigh likewife what is 
probable de facU to fall out in this corrupt, age 
of the world, and to refleft upon thofe dange- 
rous tumults which have happened frequently^ 
not only upon oppreffion, but even by reafon of 
mulverfation, and how fome monarchies have 
been wholly fubverted and changed into demo-- 
crades by the tyranny of their princes ; as we fee, 
to fay nothing of Rome, the powerful cantons of 
Sw'.tzefkind brought by that means> a little be- 
fore the laft age, to a confiderable common- 
wealth, courttd and fought to by all the poten- 
tates in Cbriflendom. If princes will ferioufly 
confider this matter, I make no queflion but 
they will rule with clemency and moderation, 
and return to that excellent maxim of the an- 
tients, almoft exploded in this age. That the 
inierefl of kings and of their people is the fame : 
Which truth has been the whole defign of my 
writings to convince them of. 

Now having gone thus far in the defcription 
of REBELLION, / think my felf obliged to tell you , 
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-what I conceive not to he rebellion. IFhofoever 
then takes arntf to maintain the politic con/litution 
or government of his country in the condition it then 
is, I mean, to defend it from being changed or 
invaded by the craft or force of any man (al* 
though it be the PRINCE or chief ma gijir ate 
himfelf) provided, that fuch taking up of arms 
be commanded or authorized by thofe, who are 
by the order of that government legally entruft*' 
cd with the cuftody of the liberty of the people 
and foundation of the government : this I hold 
tobefo far from rebeliion^ that I believe it laud- 
able ; nay, the duty of every member of fuch 
commcnweahh ; for that \it vuho fights to fup^ 
fort and d fend the government he was horn and 
lives und.Tj cannot deferve the odious name cf RE" 
BEL, but he who endeavours t§ d'Jlrcy it. If this 
be not granted, it will be in vain to frame any 
mixed government in the world : Yet fuch is at 
this day the happy form under which almoftall 
Europe lives, as the people of France^ Spain, 
Germary, Pclarrd^ Swsdeland^ Denmark^ &c. 
wherein the prince hath his fbare, and the peo- 
ple theirs : Which Iaf>, if they have no means 
of recovering their right, if taken away from 
them, or defending them if invaded, would be 
in the fame cftatc, as if they had no title to 
them, but lived under the empire of Turjty or 
AJufayy : and lince ihey have no other remedy 
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but by arms, and that it would be of ill confe- 
quence to make every private man judge when 
the rights of the peop!e are invaded ^to which 
they have as lawful a chlm as a prince to his j) 
vhich would be apt to produce frequent, and 
fometimcs caufelcfs tumults, therefore it hath 
been the great wifdom of the founders of fuch, 
tnifiarcbusy\.o appo'mt guarui^sns to their llbiriy^ 
which if it be not otherwife exprcft, is and 
-ought to be underllood, to refiJe in iheeftates- 
of the country; which for that reafon (as alfo 
to cxercife their (hares in the fovereignty, as 
making laws, levying money) are to be fre- 
quently afTcrobled in all the regions of Eutopi 
before mentioned : Thefc arc to alfert and 
maintain the orders of the government arAl the 
lawselhiblifhcd, cu^d (if it caiinot be done other- 
wife) to arm the people to defend and repel the 
force that is upon them : Nay, the government 
of Arragcn goes further, and becaufe in the ia-» 
tervalsof the tflates or courts, many accidents- 
may intervene to the prejudice of their rights,, 
or JuriS^ as ihey call them, they have during 
the intermiirion appointed a magiftrate called 
Mljujiicia^ which is by the law and conllitu- 
lion of that kingdom, to affemble the whole. 
people to his banner, whenever fuch rights are 
encroached upon; who are not onlyjuflified by 
the laws, for fuch coming together, but are fe- 

vcrely.* 
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▼erely puni(hable in cafe of refufal : fo that 
there is no quedion, but chat if the kings of //r- 
ra^ofi, at this day very powerful by the addition 
of the kingdom of Naples^ and of Sicily^ and the 
union with (uiaftue^ (hould in lime to come in- 
vade their kingdonv of Art agon, with the forces 
of their new dominions, and endeavour to take 
from them the rights and privileges they enjoy 
lawfully by their conftitution ; there is no quef- 
tion, I fay, but they may (iho their king be then 
in per/on agamii them) afTernbie under Jujiicia^ 
and defend their liberties with as much juftice 
as if they were invaded by the French or by 
the Turk. For it were abfurdto think, fmce the 
people may be legally ojjlmlled to apprehend roLbirs^ 
nayy to deliver poffijjim forcibly ditaini'd againji the ■ 
•Jentence of fome inferior court ^ that they may and 
§ught not to befiir thewfelves^ to keep in beings and 
prfferve that government which maintaim them in 
pojjejfion of their liberties and properties y and de- 
fhids their lives too from being arlitrar//y toJtin 
away. But I know this clear truth receives 
oppofition in this unrcafonable and corrupt age, 
when men are more prone to flatter the luft of 
princes than formerly, and the favourites aro 
more impatient to bear the impartiality of laws 
than the fons of Brutus were, who complained 
leges eje furdas } that is, tho' they were fine 
gentlemen, in favour with tlie ladies and mini^ 

Z fierft 
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ifers of kings pleafure, yet they could not op-^ 
prefs, drink, whore, nor kill the officers of juf-* 
ticc in the iheets, returning from their night- 
revels : but the execution of the laws would 
rc.'jcb them as well as others, who io the time 
of Tarquin ir fc'em«^ found the (rlnce more exor- 
able. Nay, the divines themf elves help with their 
fallacies to oppugn this dMrine by making us be* 
/ieve, as I faid before, that it's God's will all 
frin-'.ts Jhould be ahfolute \ and are fo far in con^ 
fp-ray agai^Jl all mankind^ that they ajferty ih^t 
ia the /^a/, this Jh a II be the manner of your kings % 
God was giving that people the Jus Divinum ofgc- 
veimnent^ when in truth he was threatniug them 
with the plagues of tyrant;. But I fpare the 
divines here, fince I (hall have occafio!> in dif- 
courfing of my next accufation, to fhcw how 
that fort of people have dealt wiih God's truth, 
and with the intereft of men ; and to be as good 
as my word, I (hall prefently fali upon that point, 
having been tedious already in the former, 

1 am charged then in the fecmd place with Im - 
piety y in vilifying the church, and fo to make ivay 
for atheijm, 1 do not deny but J. have very fre- 
quently in my writings laid the blame upon the 
church oiRome^ not only for all the mifgovern- 
nient of Chriftendom, but even for the depra- 
vation, and almoA total dedru^ion of chriftian 
religion jifelf in this province j but that this 
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difcourfe of minq^doth or can tend to teach mea 
impiety, or to make way for atheifm^ I peremp- 
torily deny : And although for proof of my in- 
Docence herein, I need but refer you and all o- 
thers to my papers themfelves as they are now 
publifhed, where you will find alt my reafon? 
drawn from experience, and frequent example* 
cited, which is ever my way of arguing ; yet 
ilnce I am put upon it, I ihall in a few lines make 
that matter poffibly a litile clearer, and ftiall 
firft make proteftation, that as I do undoubtedly 
hope by the merits of Chrift, and by faith in him^ 
to attain eternal falvation^ fo I do firmly believe- 
the .chrijlian profejjion to be the only true religion 
now in the world. Next I amfuVy perfuaded that 
all divine virtues y which Gcdthmdeftgned to teach 
the worldy are contained in the books of the holy Scrip" 
iures, as they are now extant and received among us^ 
From them I under/land^ that God created man in 
purity and innocence y andthct the firjl ofthatfpeciei 
by their frail y lojl at once thJr integrity and their 
paradife^ and entailed fm and mifery upon their po- 
Jlerity: That almighty God^ to repair this hfs^ did 
out of his infinite mercy^ and with unparalleled 
grace and gcodnefs^ fend his only begotten fon into 
the world to teach its new truths^ to be a perfeSl ex^ 
ample of virtue^ goodnefs and obedience^ to reficre 
true religion^ degenerated arr.ong the Jews into fu^ 
perJlition,fo^'m,'il':ty and byprcrify^ to die for thefaU 
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ViUion of m^nkind^ and In fine^ ty give to ystHe* 
holy ipirlt to rigcmrate our heQ\U^ fupport our 
Jai:hy an J lead us itJte all /; utb. 

Now if it fti^ill nppcar, that as the luft of our^ 
firft parents did at that time difappojnt the: 
good iDteniioD of God In making a pure world,- 
and brought in by their difobedience the cor- 
ruptions that are now in it ; fo that fince Jikewlfc- 
the bifhops of Rcme by their unfatiable ambi- 
tion and avarice, have dcfignedly, as much. as ^ 
in them He», fruflrated the merciful purpofc he 
bad in the happy reftauration be inteiided the 
world by his Son, and in the renewing and re-- 
forming of human nature, and have wholly de- 
faced and fpoiled chriAian religion, and made* 
it a worldly and heathenifti thing, and altoge*- 
ther uncapable, as it is praftifed among them, . 
either of direfling the ways of its profeflbrs to 
virtue and a good life, or of faving their fouls 
hereafter ; if I fay this do appear, I know no 
reafon why I, for detefting thus much and for 
giving warning to the world to take heed of 
their ways, fhould be accufed of impiety^ or 
athifm ; cr why his HOUNESS Jhould be fo in- 
ragf^d again ft the pocr inhabitants of the vallies in' 
Savoy, and a^ainJI the Albigenfesyjr calling him 
antichrift. But to find that this is an undoubted^ 
truth, I mean that the popes have corrupted 
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cbriflian rcligiom, we need but read the Ntw 
Teftament, acknowledged by ihemfdvcs to be 
of infallible truth, and there wc (hall (cc that 
the faith and religion preached by Cliii/l, unit 
fettled afterwards by his apoflks, and tuhivatwJ 
by their facrcd cpijftles, is fo di/fcitnt a thin/.; 
from the chrifti*:niiy that is now piofcflcd and 
taught at Roint^ that we fliould be convinced 
that if ihofe holy men fliould be fcnt by God 
again into the world, they would take moro 
pains %o confute this GalUmaufty^ than ever they 
did to preach down the tradition of the l^hari^ 
fees, or the fables and idolatry of the Gentiles^ 
and would in all probability fufFer a new martyr- 
dom 10 that city under the vicar of Cbrifl:> for 
the fame do£lrine which once animated the 
heathen tyrants againft them. Nay w$ have fornix 
thing more to fay againji thefe SJCRILEGIOUS 
PRETENDERS^ God's power ; for whereas, 
all other falfe worftiips have been, fet up by* 
fome politic legiflators, for the fupport and pre* 
fcrvation of government, this, falfe, this fpurious. 
religion brought in upon the ruins of chriftia- 
Dity by the popes, hath deformed the face of 
government in Europe^ deftroyed all the good- 
principles and morality left us by the heathens 
themlelvesj^ and introduced inflead thereof for- 
di(l| cowardly, impolitic notions, whereby they 
hftve fubjefled paujiiad, and even great princes^ 
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and Hates to their own empire, 2Ltii never Jujfir» 
ed any orders or maxims to take place where they 
have had p^.wer^ that might make a nation wife^ 
hcneft^ great cr wealthy. Tliis I have fet down fo 
plainly in thofe paflages of my book which are 
complained of, that I (hall fay nothing at ail for 
the proof of it in this place, but refer you 
thither; and come to fpeak a little more parti-* 
cularly of my firft aflet tion, That the pope and 
his clergy have depraved chriftian religion t- 
Upon this fubjeft, I could infinitely \vi(h» no\^ 
letters begin to revive again, that fome learaed 
pen would employ itfelf, and that fome pcrfoBP^ 
verfed in the chronology of the church, as they 
call it, would deduce out of the ectlefiaAicar 
writers, the time and manner how thcfe abufes 
crept in, and by what arts and fteps this Batil 
that reaches at heaven, was built by thefe fona 
of the earth. But this matter, as unfuitable to^ 
the brevity of a letter, and indeed more to my 
fmall parts and learning, I (hall not pretend to^ 
being one who never hitherto fludied or writ 
of theology, further than it did naturally c6a- 
cern the politicks; therefore I (hall not' deal 
by the New Teftament, as I have done former- 
ly by Tiius Livius\ that isy make obfervations 
or refleflions upon it, and leave you and Mr. 
Guilio and the reft of our fociety to make their 
judgment, not citing, like preachers, the chapter 

or 
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or verfe, becaufe the reading the holy Scriptore 
is little ufedy and indeed hardly permitted a« 
moog us. 

To begin at the top, I would have any rea- 
fonable man to cell me whence this unmeafurable 
power, long claim'd, and now poiTefTcd by the 
biftiop of Rcme is derived ; Firft, of being 
Chrift's vicar, and by that, as I may fo fay, 
pretending to a monopoly of the holy/pirit^ which 
was promifed and given to the whole church, 
that is, to the eleft or faints, as is plain by a 
claufe in St. Peter's iTermon, made in the very 
fame time that the miraculous gifts of the fpirit 
of God were firft given to the apoftles, whfiys 
to the Jeius and Gentiles ^ Repent and be baptized 
everyone of you^ in the name ofjefus Chriji^for the 
remijji'jn offins^ andyoujhall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghofi ; for this promife is tn you and your 
children^ and to all that are afar off^ even as mmy 
as the Lord our God /hall call. 

Next, \o judge infallibly of divine truth, and • 
to forgive (ins as Chrifl: did, then to be the 
head of all ecclefiaftical perfons and caufes in 
the world, to be fo far above kings and princes, 
as to judge, depofe and deprive them, and to 
have an abfolute jurifdickion over all the affairs 
in Chriftendom, in ordlne adfpiritualia ; yet all 
this the canonills allow him, and he makes no 
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fcrople to aflTumc, wbiM it is plain, that ia tVe- 
whole New Teflament there is no defcriptioa 
made of fuch an officer to be at any time in the 
church, except it be in the prophecy of the 
Apocalypfe, or in* one of St. PauPs cpiftlcs, 
where he fays, JVho it is that Jhall fit in the temple 
of God^ Jhewing himfelf that he is God. Chrift 
tells us, his kingdom is not of this world, and 
if any will be the greateft among his difciples, 
that he muft be fervant to the reft ; which ftiews, 
that his followers muft be great in fanflity and 
humility, and not in worldly power. 

The apoftle P^w/ writing to the chriftians of 
thofe times, almoft in every epiftle commands 
them to be obedient to the higher powers or 
magiftrates fet over them : And St. Peter him- 
felf (from whom this extravagant empire is pre- 
tended to be derived) in his fir ft epiftle bids 
xxsfuhmit ourf elves to tvvy ordinance of man for 
the Lord's fake^ whether it be to tie kin^, or, &c. 
• And this is enjoined, although it is plain that 
they who governed the world in thofe days, 
were both heathens^ tyrants and vfwpers : and 
in this fubmiflion, there is no exception or pro- 
vifo for e ccleji of ical immunity. The pradlice as 
well as precepts of thefe holy men, {hews plain- 
ly, that they had no intention to leave fuccef- 
fors, who ftiould deprive hereditary princes from 
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fflieir right of reigning, for differing in religion, 
•=who without all doubt are by the appointnaeot 
of the dpo/lld and by the priitciples of chriftia- 
nity, to be obeyed and fubmitted to in things 
wherein the fundamental laws of the govern- 
ment give them power, though they were Jews 
or Gentiles. If I fhould tell you by what texts 
in Scripture, the popes claim the powers before 
mentioned, it would ftir up your laughter, and 
.prove too light for foferious a matter; yet, be- 
caufe poffibly you may never have heard fo much 
.of this fubjeft before, I ft.all inlbnce in a few : 
they tell you therefore, that the jurifdidlioa 
tliey pretend over the church, and the power of 
pardoning fins comes from Chrifl, to St. Ptter^ 
and from him to them. Thcu art Peter, and up:n 
this rock I will huihl my < hurch j / will give the 
.keys of the kingdom ofhcuven^ wlatfoever ihoujhalt 
bind on earth Jhall be hound in heaven^ and what* 
foeier thu Jbalt loofc on earthy &c. From thefe 
two/.\v/j, ridiculoully applied, comes this great 
tree, wh ch hath wiih its branches overfpread 
the whole earth, and killed all the good and 
wholcfome plants growing iipon it : The firft 
text will never by any man of fenfe be under- 
ftcod to fay more than that the prdathings^fuf^ 
ferings and minijhy of Peter was like to he a great 
foundation and pillar of the do5lvlncs of Q\\\\{S.\ 
the other tcxt^ as alfo another fpokca by our 
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Saviour to his apoftles^ Whofe fins yt remit ihtf 
are remitted^ and whofe fins ye retain they are re^ 
iainedf are by all primitive fathers interpreted 
in this manner, Wherefoever ye Jhall efftHuaJly 
f reach the go/pel^ you ft.all carry with you grace 
and remijficn of fins to them which Jhall follow 
your infiruSiions : But the people who Jhall not have 
$hefejo]ful tidings communicated by you to them^ 
Jhall remain in darknefs and in their fins. But if 
any will conteft, that by foroe of thefe laft texts^ 
that evangelical excommunication^ which was af- 
terwards brought into the church by the apofiles^ 
was here prefignified by our great mqfier ; How 
unlike were thofe cenjures^ to thofe now thun- 
dered out, as he calls it, by the pope ? thefc 
were for edification and not deftrudion, toafBia 
the flefh for the falvation of the foul ; that apo-^ 
fiolical ordinance was pronounced for fome no- 
torious y?<r»^/tf/ or apofiacy from the faith, and 
lirft decreed by the church, that is, the whole 
congregation prefent, and then denounced by the 
pafior^ and reached only to debar fuch pcrfon 
from partaking of the ecmmunion of fellowfhip 
of that church till repentance fliould re-admit 
him, but was followed by no other profecution 
or chaftifement, as is now praftifed. But fup- 
pofe all thefe texts had been as they would have 
them ; how does this make for the fucceffors of 
St. Peter y or the reft ? Or how can this prove 
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tHe bifiiops of lUmi to have right to fach fac- 
ceffioQ ? But I make hafte from this fabje^l, and 
ihall urge but one text more, which Is, Ibe fpi- 
ritual man judgetb ail nun^ but is himfilf judged of 
none: from whence it is ioferred by the cano^' 
nlfts^ that firft, the p0pe is tbefpiritwd man ; and 
dien that be is ta be judge tf all tbe world ; aod 
Jafty that be is never t$ be liable to any judgment 
bimfdf: whereas it is obvious to the meaoeft 
uaderffandiDg, that St. Paul in this text means 
to diftinguifh between a perfon iofpired with 
the fpirit of God, and one remaining in the ftate 
of nature ; which latter, he (ajs, cannot judge 
of thofe heavenly gifts and graces., as he ex- 
plains himfelf, when he fays, The natural man 
cannot difcern tbe tbings of tke fpirit^ becaufe tbty 
are fooUJbnefs unto bim. 

To take my leave of this matter, wholly out 
of the way of my fludies, I beg of you, Zenobio^ 
aod of Guilio^ and the reft of our fociety, to 
read over carefully ihtNew Tejlament^ and then 
to fee what ground there is for purgatory^ by 
which all the wealth and greatnefs haih accru'd 
to thefe men ; what colour for their idolatrosu 
worflnp of faints and their imagesy and particu«» 
larly for fpeaking in their hymns and prayers to 
a piece of wood, the crofs I mean, Salve Lignum^ 
&c. And then/<7f nos dignosiinefidorum Chrijli^ 
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as you may read ia that office ; Mfhat colour, or i 
rather what excufe for that horrid nochrifiian 
and barbarous . eogioe, called i\it>^ inqui/kion^ 
brought in by commaQd and authority of the 
.pope; the inventor of which Peter^z Domini- 
can friar, having been flain among the Mh' 
genfis^ as hejwell deferved, is now caoonized-for 
a faint, and ftiled San Pittrd Martim. 

In the dreadful prifons of this inquintioc, 
many faithful and pious cbriflians, to fay no- 
• thing of boncft moral Moors or Mahometans, 
arc tormented and famWhed, or if they out-lm 
their fufTerings, burnt publickly to death, and 
that only for differing in religion from the pope, 
Vithout having any crime or the leaf): mifde- 
meanor proved or alledged again ft them ; and 
this is inflifled upon thefe poor creatures, by 
thofc who profefs to believe the Scripture, 
which tells us, \\i2X faith is the gift cfGod^ \wth- 
out whofe fpecial illumination no man can ob^ 
tain it, and therefore is not in reafon or huma- 
nity to be punifhed for wanting it. And 
.Chrift himfelf hath fo clearly decided that point 
ifi bidding us let the tares and the wheat grow 
together tiU the harveji^ that IJhali fiever make any 
difficulty to call him ANTICHRIST, who Jhall 
vje the leajl ferfecution wbatfoever againft any dif- 
fering in matters of faith from himfelf^ whether 
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thi pirfohfi dtffinting^ be heretic, Jew, Gcniila 
«>* Mahometan. 

Next I befeech you to obferve in reading that 
holy hooky though chriftian fojii are doubtlefs of 
divine right, what ground there is for enjoining 
fijh to be eaten^at Uaft flefli to he ahfiainedfrom fot 
one third part oftheyear^ by ^hicfa they put the 
poor to great hardfhip, who not having paries 
to buy wholfome fifh, are fubjeiled to all .the 
tniferies and difeafes incident to a bad and un- 
heahhfol diet: whilft the rich, and chiefly 
themfelves and their cardinals^ exceed Lucullm 
in their luxury of ^^rx, turbats^ tcndcji^erabt 
«Qd carpioniy brought fome hundreds of iniles 
to feed their gluttony upon ihefc peoiteotial 
idays of abftinence from beef Ad p^k. it may 
be it win lie in the way of thofe who obferve 
this^ to enquire what St. Paul means» when he 
fays, that in the latter days feme /hall depart from 
the faith ^forbidding to marry ^ and commanding to 
eibftaln from meats, iuhkh God hath created to be 
' received with than^/giving : but all ihefe things, 
•and many other abufes brought in by thefe/^r- 
verters of chrlfi'tanity^ \vill I hope ere long be 
inquired into by fome of the difciples of that 
hold friar* y who the very fame year which I pro- 
"phefied, that ihc fcourge of the church was not 
far off, began to thunder agaiaA their indul- 
♦ Martin Luther, 

M 2 gcnces. 
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gCDCCs, and fince hath queflioned many tenets 

long received and impofed upon the world. I 

^all concltide this difcourfe, after I havefaid a 

«JWord oi iYitmoJihelliJh of all the innovathns brought 

in by the popes, which is, the<:LERGT', thefc 

^tca/6rt>p/menyW[ider pretence of-miniftriagto 

Jthe people in holy things, fet apart and/eparaUd 

from the refi of mankind j from whom they have -a 

jvery dijiind and a very oppfite inter eft by, a huf 

man ceremony^ called by a divine name^ viz. OR* 

J) IN A J ION \ thefe^ wherever they are found 

;\vith the whole body of the monks and friars, 

,who are^caJIed the regularclergy, make a land 

M;hich may be called the JJNlZ/iRlES of the 

papacy 5 thefe have been the caufes of all thefoke-r 

cifms and ifr^oraHties in gcvernmentj and of all the 

impieties and abominations in religion, and by"Con^ 

feoutnce of all the diforder^ villany and corrupt Un 

'Wefuffer under in this deteflable age ; thefe men ^ by -■ 

•the biftiopof Rome's help, have crept into all the 

governments of Chrijlendom^ where there is. any 

mixture of 'monarchy ^ and made themfelves a third 

/y?///^, that. is, have by their temporal ti esv/hich are 

almoft a third part of all the lands in Europe, 

given them by the blind zeal, or rather folly of 

the northern people, Avho over-ran this part of 

-the -world, y?/*^/ into the throne, and VfhstV thty 

cannot perform by thefe fccular helps, and by 

-.the dependency their vaffals have upon them, 

they 
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they, fall not to claim and to ufurp by the pow^er 
they pretend to have from God and his vicege- 
rent at ^cw^. They exempt themfclvcs, their 
lands, and good-, from all fecular jurifdiftioi>, 
that is, from all courts of juflice and magiftracys 
and will be judges in their own caofes, as in 
matters of tyihe, cirV. and not content with tbi^ 
will appoint courts of their own to decide fovc** 
raignty in teftamentary matters and many other 
caures, and take uponthemtobethe folepunirtx- 
ers of many great crimes, as witchcraft, forcery-t 
adultery, and aM uncleannefs. To fay nothing o£ 
the afore-meniioned judicatory of the inquifU • 
' tion ; in thefe lad cafes, they turn the affenden 
over to be punijhed (when they have given fentence) 
hy tbefecula- arm^ fo they call the magiftrate, 
who is blh:d!y to execute their decrees under pain 
of hell' fire ^ as if chrijiian princes and governor S^ 
were appointed by God only to be their bravo* s or 
hangmen: they give proteftion and fandtuary to^ 
all execrable offenders, even to murderers them* 
felves, whom God commanded to be indifpenf- 
ably puniflied with death, if they come withia^ 
their churches, cloyfters, or any other place 
which ihey will pleafe to call holy ground ; and if 
the ordinary juftice, nay, the fovereign power- 
do proceed againfl: fuch offenders, they thun- 
der out their excommunicati:ny ihzt is, cut off 
from the body of Chriftnotthe prince only, 
M 3 but 
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bat (he whole nation and people, fhutting the 
<hurch -doors, and commanding divine offices 
to ceafe, and fom^inn^es even authorizing the 
people to fife ap in arms, and conftrain their 
^vernors to fabmiiTion, as happened to this. 
1)Oor city in the time of our anceftors, when. 
for but forbidding the fervant of ^ poor Car- 
njeliie friar who had vowed.poverty, and (hould 
have kept none, to go armed, and punifliing his. 
difobedience with imprifonment, our whole 
fcnate with their Gonfalonier were conftraineA 
to go to Avignon for abfolution, and in cafe oP 
Jtfufal had been maflacred by the peopk. 
// would alwoft ojlonijh a wife man to imagine how 
thtfe folks Jhould acquire an empire fo deftruSiive ta 
chrijHan religion^ and fo pernicious to the intereji 
of men: but it will pot feem fo miraculous ta 
them who ihall ferioully confider, that the cUvr- 
gy hath been for more than this thoufand years 
p^cn the catchy and a formed united corporation 
againfi the purity of religion and the interefi of 
mankind^ and have not only wreftedi the holy 
Scriptures to their own advantage, which tbcy 
have kept from the laity in unknown langua- 
ges, and by prohibiting the reading thereof^ 
but made ufe likewife, firft, of the bliiid devo* 
tlon and ignorance of the Goths^ Vandalsy Huns^ 
^c. and fince cf tbe ambitioa and avarice of 

chriiliaa 
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cfarKlian priacesy Airriog thenoi up one agaioft 
another, and rending them upon foolifti er- 
rands to the holy land^ to lofe their lives, and to 
leave their dominions in the mean time expofed 
to themfelves and their accomplices. They 
have befldes, kept learning and knowledge 
among themfelves, flifliog the light of the goP> 
pel, crying down- moral virtues as fplendii ' 
iios, defacing human policy, dedroying the 
'purity of the chnAian faith and profefljon, and 
.all that was virtuous, prudent, regular and 
orderly upon earth : fo that vohotvir would do 
God and gozd mtn fervice^ get himfelf immortal 
binour in tits life ^ and eternal glory in thi next^ 
would rtjion thi good policy (1 had almoji /aid 
'with niy author Livy, the f anility too) of thi 
hathi,ns^ with all their valour and other glorious 
'endowments ; / fay^ whoever would do this, mujt 
make him/elf powerful enough to extirpate this 
cur fed and apofiate race^ out of the world* And 
that you may fee this is lawful as well as necef* 
fary, I fliall fay but one word of their calling 
and eriginaly aiid then leave the fubjcft. The 
word CLERGY is a term wholly unknown to 
the Scriptures^ otherwifc than in this fenfc, a • 
peculiar piople^ or God^s lot^ ufei often for the 
whole Jewijb nation^ who are likewife cal- 
led a kingdom of priefts in fome places. 
ia the New Tefiament, -the < word ^/rr^i U 
M 4 takei^^ 
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taken for the true believers^ who are alfo cal- 
led the cleft, and often the church, which is 
the fijfmhly of the faithful met Ugether^ as is 
eafily fccn by reading the beginning of moft 
of St. PauTz cpiftles, where writing to the 
church or churches^ he ufually explains him- 
fclf, To all the faints in Chriff, fometimes. To 
all who have obtained Uke faith with us^ fome- 
times, To all who in all places call upon the name 
of the Lord Jefus, Cs^r. by which it appears^ 
that neither the word CHURCH nor CLER- 
GY\ was in thofe days ever appropriated to the 
paftors or elders, of the flock, but did fignify 
indifferently all the people affemhltd together i 
which is likewife the literal confiruftion of the 
word Ecchfta, which is an ajfembly or meeting. 
In thofe congregations, or churches was performed 
their ordination^ which properly fignifies no 
more than a decree of fuch aflembly, but is 
particularly ufed for an ele£fion of any into the 
miniftry ; the manner was this : fometimes the 
apofties themfelves in their peregrinations^ and 
fimetimes any other eminent member of the church 
didpropofe to the fociety, (upon vacancy or other 
neceflity of a paftor, elder or deacon) fome 
good haly man to be ele5fed^ which perfon if he had 
parts or giftf^fucb as the cbureb C9uld. edify fy^ 

was, 
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Ufoscbofin by thi I'tfiikg up df h.mJi^ th^l #A hf 
J^ragi\ and ofteotimcs handt wetc Ul<l M|kM 
hiaii and prayer made for hlni t thtft mrn f4 
fet^part did mt^ pretend i$ a»f (cnfHi^AfUn H 
facrednefs mare than they had hrjirtf mkth A/* f4 
became a diftinei thing from tht rtfl ef m^ti/iml ^t 
if they had been metamorphijrd^ but Ji«l i^llrw! 
to perform the fcveral fiinflion« of llicli* \<A* 
liog, as prophcfyingi that U^ prcdrhlii^ \\n 
gofpel, vifiting the fick, i^c* and nevtr ihhimik"' 
tid the ordinary hufinfs of tl fir trnde oi p|t>« 
feffian, onkfs their cbunh or an^^tfj^atiin WdH 
very numerous, 10 which cafe theyunre M,/tnt(tit$* 
ed by alms or c nrllutlom^ which wm« l:ill afido 
by every member, and collcftcd the /i«ftdrty 
of the week by the deacon ; thi» wao fild lo 
be given to the churchy and was employed by 
fufTrage of the whole colleAivc body (0 \\\t 
poor and to other incidcndes : h far wai Ik 
froi» facriicge -in thofc days to en- ploy cburclv- 
goods to lay-ufts. Fromthffe to.rdff Churchf 
Clergy, Ordination, Paflor, [whiih l»Ji hath 
hen tranjlated cf late yrars Bifhop) yeu Jre U/hni 
cwclufians tkife men have dtduced^ and hiw immtnfk 
mfiru5iure they have raijed ufon (a littU a /aui$» 
ddiien ; and hew ea/ily it wid fall to tbi grmud^ 
uJ?tn God ^aJI in/pjre chuftufl prsoccf; and 
M 5 AatU' 
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Aaies Hnitm bis ^ruibi^ mi J bis pn^ injUmt& 
nmnkn mtt %f tbiir duicbiSyaml u bring igti 
mpdn te# tbi v»rU ihi irm^mi^al fibrffiisH 
Fmih .mtb tbf apdVolical churcjlKS pailors 
utkd pidinatiooy fo con^eat with qioral fir toe 
«r4 M^rity, fo helf^ul and cooduciog ta the 
beft ^atldaioft pradeot p^ky^ fo fyf^ for (^* 
4ica^ to -magiflra^p «od govtrnrntat i a)| which 

dihe world hath for ttany years been depriyed 
of by the exicrabU and innnie ill fualiif Ufblcb is 

-infeparabh from prieft-craft, 4md tb€ iwjuratim 
^rfpiU^fthiirniw invtntid 9rdinatiisn^ t^Whreh 

Mhcy cry trith the poet, 

yumfurv bumsmum n^ftr^ Je. pi^^ifinfum , 
ExpuUt^ Uf t^umfpirant pr*^6rdia Pbasbum. 

Which make$ ihtm/o Ja^rsd and h^ly, tbat ibey 

. have twthii^ of intigriiy^ or indud of bumnity 

Jeft in them. I hope I QM. ^ot be jdioqght 

impioos aay longer tipoo this poiat^ I meaa for 

:,viodicaciog chciftiaa reltgioa from the adaolta 

* o( thefe men $ who having the coofxtence to 

believe, or at leaft profefa ihemfelTes t^e only 

inftf omenta which God hath cbofjSB, or caa 

•choofe to teach and reform the world, though 

they have, neither moral virtses m)r natural 

. parts 
6 



parts equal to other bkq, for the aoftr 
part, hare by this prctenGe prefatled fe fiur 
upon the comnum fore of people, »d opoii 
fome too of a better qaatity, that they are per* 
fuaded their filvatioa or eternal damnation - 
depends upon bdieving or not beliering of 
what they fay. I would not be underftood to 
diflwade any from honouring the trut apffi$Iui 
UachfTs when they (hail be re-eflablUhed among . 
us, or from allowing tbim (even of right, and - 
not of alms or courtefy) fuch imolununU as may * 
tnaUi xhaa cbarfuUy to perform the duties of 
their charge^ to provide for their children^ and 
oven to fife hofpitality^ as they are commanded ' 
by St. Patd. But this / will prophefy before I ' 
conclude, that if princes Jball perform this huft* 
nefs by hahes and leave any root of this clergy or ^ 
prieft'crafi as it now is in the ground; or if that 
FAMOm REFORMER*, fled fome yean 
fime out of Piccardy to Geneva, who is of fa > 
great renown for learning and parts, jnd who 
fromifoi us fo perfeQ a reformation^ Jball not in ' 
jUs model wholly axtirpate this fort of men ; then I 
Jbff I mufi fotetel that at weU the magiArate, ao 
this workman, will find tbemfeheo^ deceived in their 

* Calvin* 

U6 ex^ 
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ixpiffathn, andthat the leafifibra of this plant will 
gvir^run again the tuhoU vimyard of the Lord^ 
aad cam to a difFufive papacy in every diocefe,. 
perhaps hi every parith: So that God in bis 
mercy infpire them to cut cut the core of the ulcery 
and the bag of this impo/lhumcj that it may 
never rankle or Jefler any m'ire^ nor break out 
hercafier to d'ffufe r.ew corruption and futref ac- 
tion through the body of Chn&y which is his holy 
churchy to vitiate and infe£f the good order and 
true policy c/ govcrnmettt* 

I come now to the laft braach of my charge \, 
which is. That I teach princes villany^ and how 
to enjlave and opprefs their fubje£is. If any man 
will read over my book of the Prince with im- 
partiality and ordinary charity, he will eafily 
perceive that it is not my intention therein to 
recommend that government, or thofe mea 
there dcfcribed to the world; much lefs to 
teach men to trample npon good men, and all 
that is facred and venerable upon earth, Iaws» 
religion, hone Ay, and what not. if I have 
beeD a little too punflual in defcribing thefe 
monfters, and drawn them to the life in all 
their lineaments and colours, I hope mankind 
will know them the better, to avoid them, my 
treatife being both a fatire againfi them and a 
true chjva^er of ihcrn.— " 

JVboever 
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Whotver in bis empin is tied to n9 ctbfr mitt 
than thoft of his own will and lujl, nwfi iithit i# 
a faint or elfe a very devil incarnate; #r if hi Ar 
neither ofthtfe^ both his life and bis reign an hh 
to be very fiort : for whcfoever takes upon him fi 
ixtcrabli an employment as to rule men agaifffi the 
laws of nature and reafon^ mufl turn all topfie 
turvyy and never flick at any thing ; for if once 
he halt he will fall and never rife againi &f. 
And fo I bid you farewell, 

(i April 1537). 
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P any rcftraiat is to be putispon the pre(lr» 
it moft be either on a relioiov^ or 
CIVIL accoaat. 



All that can be pleaded for it oo the fcore ot 
rcligbo, is,, ^at 'tis neceflary to prevent meof 
b^iog led iQto error ; and as a coo£equence of 
that, nothiDg is to be printed that may tempt 
them to qaeAion tlie trath of any part or point 
of the efiablilbed religion. 

* I have a copy of this trad, which belonged to 
jf/tihotn Coihnsy Efq; wherein it iJ afcribed to Dr. 
Tj>Mh/l and therefore there can be no doobt that 
he. ^9:% the real antbor. 
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. . la order to aofwer thb» I mufl beg leave to 
obferve, that nothiog is more certain than that 
God does not require of mea impoflibilities, as 
a means to obuin their future happinefs ; aad 
cxynfequently all that* he defires of them) is to 
ufe iheir rational facuhies after the beft man- 
ner they can, for the difcovery of his will. He 
ther^ore that doea this,.tho' never fomuch 
miftaken, is as acceptable to God, who is no 
nffiSfer of perfons, as he that's not miftaken, . 
fmce he has done all that God requires of him>. 
and the other coold do nofQore* . 

To affirm his miftakes are iihful» is ta make* 
God the author of fio, Jo to framing his sft->^ 
^rfiaBding» that after hebad done all he could 
to avoid error, he neceflarily fell rkio it» And - 
if it be the height of impiety to condemn one 
of fin for obeying God's commands in impar- 
tially examining^ it caa be no lefs impioQS to* 
a£rm the opinion unavoidably caufed by fo do^ 
iAg to be a fin. 

How happy would' mea then be» if» DOt«- 
wtthftanding their difference of opinion, they 
would allow on all fides, that impartiality and 
lificericy were fufficient to recommend them to 
QQ^i and by coofcquence to one another ? Go^ 
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log a ftep further than this, juftifie$ the revere(V 
method of the ioquifitioa : for if men can be 
guilty of impiety, blafphemy, and other damo- 
able opinioQS, tho' on the ftriAeft examinatioa 
they judge them agreeable to the will of Godj. 
and if it be the duty of thofe that are in power 
m every nation to prevent this, they are 
bound to reftrain not only the liberty of print- 
ing, but of preaching ; and to ufe the fevered 
methods they can, to hinder the fpreading of 
whatever they apprehend to be fuch opinions^ 

64lt, 

If God will judge men as they are account* 
able» that b, rational creatures i their reward^ 
whether they hit or mifs of truth, will be in an 
cna proportion to the nft they make of their 
feafon : and coofequeatly no opinion can be a 
(in, but for want of an impartial examination.; 
and- according as that has been more or kfs^ 
«Aiittcd| fo one ii more or lefs accountable. . 

If this, how paradoxical foever at firft fight 
it may appear to fome, is upon examination 
dcmonftrativelytrue; What can be more un- 
reafonable, than on pretence of preventing th»- 
growth of dangerous errors, to rellrain the 
j^f$, and thereby binder men from feeing, aod* 
• confer 
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coBfeqacotly from examinrng the reafocs that 
make againft the eftabliftied religion ? when 
without an impartial examination, let our 
religion be never fo true, we hold it guiliiiy, 
and with it, though never fo falfe, innocently. 
Bur^ 

What canbemoreinconiiftent with this grand 
duty of examination, than a rcdraint on the 
prefs, Cnce there can be no other caufe affign- 
e4 why ■ 'tis . unlawful to* publifii arguments 
againft the flate religion, but becaufe 'tis un« 
lawful to read them, that being the fole reafoa 
of forbidding the publiibing of them ? And 
if it be once fup.ppfe4 unlawful to read, it muff 
be as unlawful to hear or think any. thing, 
that inclines one to queflioo the truth of aay 
part or point of the national religion : and 
con(equentLy it makes it every one's duty, in all 
countries whatever, to profefs that without the 
lead examination. But, 

If one has no realbn to expeA a heaven, who 
will not be at the pains to examine what 'tis 
God requires of him, in order to his coming 
there ; what a condition muft he be in, who 
BOt only oegleAs this bimfelf, but labours 
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to obtain a law to make all others do ^e 
fame \ 

• 
The examining the reafons on all fides, (for 
prevention of which the . prefs. is to. be re- 
ftrained) not only makes the miftaken -accept- 
able to God, but is the only method that can 
betaken to prevent miftakcs; for which. end 
God has commanded every one to judge of 
blmfelfj to try the fpirits^ lo prove all things^ 
&C. And therefore ihofe divines that are for 
mens trying nothing, or knowing. nothing, but 
wTiat pleafes the licenfed guides in every xoun- 
trytgive.Godhimfelf the lie, after the woril 
manner that can be. And 

The more people are fubjeca to miftake, 
the lefs rcafon there is to rely on any one fide, 
but with care and diligence to examine the 
reafons of all, and corifequently the ,-prefs 
ought to be open to all, "And when a dif- 
courfe is printed, men by viewing and review- 
ing it, may form a better judgment, than when 
'tis only fpoken. 

In anfwer to this, 'tis (aid, and alike faid 
every wl^ere^ that men may have an impartial 

in- 
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ioformation from the clergy of the efiabltfted^ 
church, fiat 

Arc not they under a grcdief reftraint than 
others, beiag obliged to profefs thofe opUiions 
10 which their preferments are.annezed, or 
elfe to fiarve ? fo that in this cafe, 'tis not the 
man, but the bifiioprick, the deanery, the pre- 
bend» the re6lory that >preaches and prints 
nemifti coritradicenti^ popery in one phce, Lu- 
fiieranifm in another, Calvinifm in a thirds 
<ind they poffibly may think it but fair to 
maintain fuch opinions as maintain them; 
though to fpeak the truth, the opinions gene- 
rally maintain theprfefts, better than the pricfis 
-maintain the opinidns. Are meti, fo botrad 
and ihackled, liieel^ to give a fair r^prefenta- 
tion of \(fhat can be faid igainft them, when 
the only catife they can alledge for reftraining 
the prefs, Is to hinder people from knowing 
it ? Do not the^blind lead the blind, ^hen tl)^ 
guides on which others are wholly to depend, 
are not trufted to gmde tfaemfehres ? 

In a word, all other methods but this of 
Mcxamining, will equally ferVe to promote any 
religion, though never (b falfe^ and confer 

quently 
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^iqueotly cannot be the way to diftingiii(h th« 
.true from the many falfe ones; bat are the 
'pious frauds and holy cheats, of. not very pious 
and>ery holy men, to keep the people in a 
^blind obedience^ 

As this method b the only way to dUcover 
^uth, fo 'tis this that makes it moft efieSual i 
where men without examination entertain a 
religion, it will have but little influence on 
their pra£Hce. What does not convince the 
tinder (landing, can have but a fmall effeA on 
the will : And as far as the reafonableneis of an 
opinion is feen, fo far only can it operate on a 
rational creature^ and the more examination 
renders it (o, the more force it will have on 
the affedUons, which are not moved without 
fome fenlible connexion between the canfe and 
the effeft. For this reafon thinking men, 
truth being endeared to them as the discovery 
-of their own indufiry, are for the moft part 
^ery confcientions ; while thofe that owe their 
jreligion to the clunce of education, have gene« 
rally no more regard to it, than if they owed 
it to the chance of a die. If then the freedom 
cf the preis contributes not osly to endear 

uctk 
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troth when difcoFcred, hot to the Sifcoverj 
of it ; aadif that fails^ to make e?eD error itTeif 
innocent, all the arguments on the account of 
religion dp moft religionfly contend for its 
entire liberty. To which let me add, that 

The noble art of printing, that hj divine 
providence was difirovered to free men froni 
the tyranny of the clergy they then groaned 
tinder, and without which the pfoteftant reli- 
gion mud have proved abortive, ought not to 
be made a means to reduce us again under fa* 
cerdotal ilavery. And 

If our anccftors could not Tecure themlelves 
from more than Egyptian bondage, which the 
pulpits brought on them, without the aHift- 
ance of the prefs : What hopes have we to 
defend ourfelves againft both, when by the 
means of the latter, the clergy have much 
greater opportunities, as well as abilities, k> 
accomplifli their defigns ? 

The rcftraint of the prefs is confiftent 
enough with popery; but for protcftants to 
attempt it, is ftriking at the foundation of their 
Teligion, which is built on the natural right 

every 



dnd Orthodoxy Jbaken. * 289 
CYcry one has of judging for himfelf io matters 
of religion. But what caa fa?our more of a 
blind popiQi compliance, than fo entirely to 
give up the conduA of religion to a few licen- 
fmg priefts, as that nothing (hall be publiflied 
•but what they think fit? The learned Dr. 
Claggei faith, (and after the fame manner do 
nil our clergy write when they have to do with 
the papifts) '* • They that have a good caufc, 
^* will not fright men from coafidering what 
*< their advcrfaries fay by their books, but 
** rather encourage them fo to do, that 
•« they may fee the difference between truth 
«* and error, reafon and falftiood, with their 
•< cfwn eyes. This is the effeft of a well* 
<< grounded confidence in truth, and thgre 13 
*< the fign of a good canfe apparently difcera* 
^ able, in the application of the clergy of the 
<< church of England, both to their friends 
^ and enemies. They defire the one and 
^* t'other, to coofider impartially what is faid 
** for us, as well asagainft ts ; and whenfoever 
•c guides of a party do otherwife, they give 
<< juft caufe to examine their defines more 
« carefully, by how much they are unwiiliag 

^ Perfaafive to an ingenuom trial, p« 28* 
VOL. IV. H to 
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** to have them examined. 'Tis a bad fign, 
<^ when meD are loth to have their cpiDions 
*< feen in the day, but bvc darkoefs more than 
*« light." 

Every one thinks he has a natural right in 
all matters of learning and knowledge, except 
what relates to religion and government, to (ie 
vrhat can be faid on all fides, in order to form 
bis judgment aright; and there can be no 
reafoQ why thefe (hould be excepted, fince 
to have a right underflanding in them, is what 
is moft worthy a rational being. 

The more ufeful any fcience is to mankind, 
the greater will its abufes be: Divinity, law, 
phyfick are fad inftances of this. But how 
can thefe abufes be difcovered, if the prefs be 
in their hands th^t gain by them ? What can 
be more ufeful than hiftory, efpecially of one's 
own country ? and can we expe<9: a true in- 
formation, when only one fide is to print ? 
And there are few perfons, especially at a dif- 
tance from London, but would think it a hard- 
fliip to be deprived even of fuch trifles as the 
commQU news-papers, which would not be 
allowed under a reflraint of the prefs. Nay, 
• , 8 we 
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Ve coold not then hope for an impartial ac^ 

count even in natural thiDgs, fioce an evident 

truth in philofophy, has been thought a mon- 

ftrous error in divhnty ; and a rational difcourfc 

on any fubjeft may be h tod red from being 

printed, hft, as the late bifliop of JVorcefler 

foid of the moft rational that ever was writ f , 

it might be applied to other uies than what the 

author defigned. 

• 

Nothing can more difC6arage men of abilii- 

lies from writing, than to fobjedi their dif- 

courfe to the mercy of an ignorant, or at leaft 

an unleifured Hccnfer: fucha hafdfhipon the 

commonwealth of learning, will be apt ta 

make an imprimatur ignify no more, than 

that the book isfooIi(h enough to be printed. 

As the people retain a right to of&r their 
advice to their reprefentatives, fo there can- 
AOt but happen Several things, wherein they 
may re^ceive faiisfaflion from what is publiftied 
by thofc without doors {as happened in the 
cafe of the (landing army, and feveral other 
matters) which may in a great meafure be hin-- 
dered, by the licenfers of the prefs being in- 

+ The Effiy on Human Undcrttanding, by Mr. 

Lode, • i 

N 2 fluenccd 
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flnenced by tbofe, who have aa iatereft to 
flifle troth* 

7q a word, as maoy things ns are worth 
vod^rftaodiag aright, fo maoy arguments are 
there for the liberty of the prcis ; though the 
only reason that is pleaded for its reflraiut 
upon a civil account, is to prevent falTc repre-* 
fentations of peoples de£gDS and afiions, erpe^^ 
cialiy of fuch as are difioitied with a pubiick 
chara^ef. But 

Though this may be done by fpcakiog, wha 
ever thought it reafonable, that all but one 
party of men (houtd have a padlock on their 
lips ? And yet this is all that's ^eant by a re« 
ftraint on the prefs, fince what is t6 be pinted, 
is left to the arbitrary will of men of this 
or that party. And there can be no manner 
of reafon, why writing and talking (hould not 
be on ihe fame foot, fince what's contrary to 
law is in both cafes equally puniihablei anda 
reftraint of the prefs cannot hinder books from 
coming out by ftealth. . - 

What can be more unconfcionable, confider- 
ing how the nation is divided, than to have all 
but one party reftrained from writing in their 

own 
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owft defence, whilft that is at liberty to ufe 
them as barbaroufly as they pleafe? With 
what uiTchriftian temper and inhumane in- 
fblence will partymen treat ihofe they arc 
employed to \yrite againft? and what miff c- 
prefentations, lies and calumnies will they not 
then be guilty of? ''Tls the danger of being 
detefted and expofed, that makes men write 
with more temper, as well as more regard 10 
truth. 

If the honourable houfe of commons have, 
upon a folemn debate, thought fit to publiSi 
tlieir proceedings to prevent being mifrepre- 
fented, why (hould they deny thofe they re- 
prefent the fame liberty ? And *when botb 
houfes have thought it neceflary to priot, (and 
one may venture to add, that neither lioufc, 
without this liberty, would have thought 
their reputations fafe) it cannot be prefumed 
that cither houfe will be putting fuch a hardf- 
*i!iip on the nation, 

' As honour and repfKation fecure their vo- 
taries from committing ill and bafe a(5lions, Co 
they incite (hem to all good ones ; but if the 
prefs be in the hands of defigning people, it 
N 3 may 
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may have a quite difFerent effeiSl, and bt 
wholly employed to traduce, as it >vas in 
former reigos, the beft mea both in church 
andftate. And 

It will be a great encouragemeot for men 
nbove the ordinary reach of the law, to crufi> 
thofe beneath them, when the prefs (hall fpeak 
only in their favour, and the injured are de- 
prived of the laft fatisfaciion that opprcfl: vir- 
tue has, of appealing to the people, and 
juflifying their innocence to the world. And 
therefore T' cannot fee how one, that has any 
value for his reputation, will be content t6 
run the hazard of having it put out of his 
pov^^, to juftify himfclf as publickly as he Is 
injured. Whether what is faid of truth, 
that none is agalnd truth but where that is 
.firft againft them, may be applied to the prefs, 
I villi not determine; but thofe whofe anions' 
cannot bear examination, will, no doubt, be 
glad of its reftratn't, and poflibly may iadd inis- 
quity to iniquity,- by pretending they deiire it 
out of afTcflion to the goverament^ or zeal to 
ihc churcb* 

The 
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The reftraioing the prcfs may not be fo 
much for the intereft of any party, as fome 
fondly imagine; becaufe their being for it, will 
be apt to make men believe the very worfl: 
things theiV enemies fay to be true; and that 
*txs the fear of having their pernicious defigns 
difcovered, which makes them take a method, 
that till now they themfelves oppofed, and 
which in former reigns was made ufe of to ad- 
vance flavcry and popery. But 

If this be of no weight, tet it be coafidered; 
that the prefs, jackanapes like (as z&^s gentle*- 
IQaati faid of their kteg) may be made to bite 
whomfoever they, in wbofe ctiftody it chancer 
lo be, think fit; atnl a retraining law no 
Sooner made, biit the rcene of affairs may fo 
alter, that the party which, promoted it, may- 
be fcourged with rods of their own providing,. 
and be themfelves debarred* of that liberty 
they defigned to exclude others from. And 
pbffibly fome may be glad of fuch a'billi the 
better to deprive them of thofe advantages, , 
which without it they would not think pru- 
dent to attempt. But though this might not 
^e the confecacRce at prefent, who can be 

fur© 
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fare iQ what bands the pre(s hereafter inaj[ Be 
placed i 

As the chief happioefs as well as digDity of 
rational creatures, con fids in having the li- 
berty of thinking on what fobjefl they pleafe^ 
and of as freely commnnicatiog tbeir thooghts : 
foall good governments that have allowed this 
freedom, were fo far from fufferiog by it, tfiat 
it wonderfully endeared them to their ^ople. 
And no miniftry can be hurt by the fiberty of 
Ae prefs, iince they have a nnmber of depen- 
dents, ready upon all occafions to write ^ 
|u(Hfication of their conduA s oay, to gild over 
the worft of their adlions, and give a fair CO'- 
lour to their moft pernicious defigas ; and at 
the fame time fo to mifreprcfent the true pa^ 
triots of their country, that^ the people, their 
real friends, being deprived of the liberty of 
publickly juftifying themfelves, may miRake 
them for their enemies, and carefs.thofe that arc 
truly fo. 

The liberty of theprcfs muft keep a miniftry 
within fome tolerable bounds, by expoflog 
their ill deiigns to the people^ with whom if 

ihej 
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they oocc lofe their credit, thcj will be rcry 
unfit cools for a coait to work with. Bat 

The arts of flate in moft places beiog to en* 
flaTe, or keep the people io flavery^ it becaint 
a crime to talk, much more to write aboQl 
ftate-matters« And the prefs in moft countries 
of £yr0//fpeaking nothing but court«language ^ 
the people, who till the invention of printing 
had tolerably well preferved |heir liberty, were 
by degrees gulled and cheated out of thofe 
ideftimable bleflings. And there's nothings 
either with refpeft to religion or politicks, fi> 
deftruAive to mankbd, bat may be madct 
where the paipit and prefs conf|>tre together^ to 
pafs for divine troths. 

The flavifti condition the. moft part of man>« 
kind in all ages have been in, (hews how much 
ihcy have been wanting to thcmfelvcs in not 
taking alarm foon enough at the chains that 
were preparing for them. And as there are 
few, very few inftances of people's having 
perceived the intended flavery, foon enough 
to prevent it i fo there are fewer inftances of 
their haviqg taken arms^ but upou very juft 
occaiion* 
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♦ "■• 
In a word» as there is no freedom either ciVil 

or eccIefiaAical, but where the liberty of the 
prefs is maiataioeds fo where that is iecvrcd^ 
all others are fafe. That, like a fiiithfat 
centinel, prevents aU farprizc, and gives tipcly 
warning of any approaching danger. And 
therefore 'tis to be hoped, that the truftccs 
of the people's liberties will preferve its free- 
dom entire ; for if its facred liberty is but 
once affcfted, though by never fo gentle a 
law, 'tis to be i[eared that this will be ufed 
as an argument to re(lrain it as much as ever.;., 
for then 'twill be eaf; to engraft a new law^ 
on pretence that the old did not anfwer the. 
end, as we fee 'twas urged in the cafe of the 
conformity bill.. 

As to the obliging authors to fet their namesi 
to their works, that can only ferve to hinder 
the publifliing the moft ufefui books, viz^ 
V thofe defigned to re^ify abofes. Befides, this 
prejudices people for or againft a book, and 
fcrves as a handle for fulfome flatteries, or 
grofs abufes; and we have too frequent in- 
flaaces of mens thinkipg to attone, fop not 

aufwei;* 
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aafwering the arguments, by railiDg ^t the 
authors. And therefore thofe writers, fuch 
» the aithor of the WhoU Duty of Man^ iffc. 
that defign the utmoft good, have induftriouHj 
concealed their names. 
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BOOKS lately ptthBJbed iy RlCHARb 
BaROK) viz. 

A CORDIAL for* Low Spirits, in three 
-" Volumes. The third Edition, with 
great Improvements. 

2. Milton's Anfwer to Charles L The fe* 
cond Edition, with many PaiTages unknown to 
all former Editors, 
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